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National	symbols	of	north	america

The	Student	Discovery	Set:	Unveiling	America's	Symbols	A	collection	of	primary	sources	is	provided	for	educational	use	only.	Review	copyright	guidelines	if	your	intended	use	extends	beyond	a	single	classroom.	To	facilitate	analysis,	utilize	graphic	organizers	and	guides	such	as	the	Analysis	Tool	and	Guides.	Every	nation	boasts	unique	symbols	that
encapsulate	its	core	values	and	history.	These	symbols	serve	as	reminders	of	a	nation's	heritage	and	shared	principles.	Six	U.S.	symbols	are	featured	in	this	set:	the	Liberty	Bell,	the	American	flag,	the	bald	eagle,	the	national	anthem,	Uncle	Sam,	and	the	Statue	of	Liberty.	The	Liberty	Bell,	commissioned	by	the	Pennsylvania	colony	in	1752,	is	iconic	for
its	biblical	quote	and	a	notable	crack	that	has	contributed	to	its	symbolic	significance.	While	there's	no	concrete	evidence,	it's	believed	to	have	been	rung	during	the	Declaration	of	Independence	reading	on	July	8,	1776.	The	bell	traveled	extensively	between	1885	and	1915	before	settling	at	the	Liberty	Bell	Center.	The	American	flag,	known	as	"Old
Glory,"	boasts	thirteen	stripes	and	white	stars	on	a	blue	field.	While	its	origins	are	disputed,	with	Betsy	Ross	being	one	of	the	most	popular	myth-makers,	the	current	design	has	undergone	numerous	changes	since	its	adoption	in	1777.	The	number	of	stars	on	the	flag	corresponds	to	the	states'	membership.	The	bald	eagle,	as	the	national	bird,	is
featured	on	the	Great	Seal	of	the	United	States,	which	symbolizes	peace	and	power.	The	power	to	make	war	is	represented	by	arrows,	while	the	national	anthem	"The	Star-Spangled	Banner"	has	a	rich	history	dating	back	to	1814.	Francis	Scott	Key	wrote	the	lyrics	after	witnessing	the	Battle	of	Fort	McHenry	during	the	War	of	1812.	The	melody	was
borrowed	from	a	popular	British	song,	and	it	became	the	official	national	anthem	in	1931.	Despite	its	significance,	the	anthem	is	somewhat	controversial	due	to	its	war-related	imagery.	Uncle	Sam,	an	iconic	symbol	representing	the	US	government,	has	been	used	in	various	contexts	such	as	politics	and	advertising.	A	famous	poster	featuring	Uncle
Sam	from	World	War	I	captures	his	stern	image.	The	Statue	of	Liberty,	a	gift	from	France,	is	another	notable	symbol	of	freedom	and	has	been	a	powerful	representation	for	political	freedom	movements	worldwide.	Ask	students	to	identify	and	explain	the	symbol	shown	and	its	connection	to	the	United	States.	Have	groups	discuss	their	ideas,	then
provide	a	second	image	for	each	group	to	analyze.	Encourage	simple	statements	about	what	they	can	learn	from	the	new	image.	Explore	how	symbols	change	over	time	by	examining	three	related	documents:	the	flag	with	different	numbers	of	stars,	and	consider	why	some	symbols	evolve	while	others	remain	constant.	Remind	students	that	while	the
United	States	undergoes	changes,	its	people's	core	ideas	often	persist.	Challenge	them	to	think	of	examples	of	symbols	that	have	adapted	or	remained	unchanged	over	time.	Show	the	"All	American	Medley"	quilt,	asking	students	to	identify	U.S.	symbols	and	explain	their	significance.	Discuss	possible	reasons	for	the	quilt's	design	and	how	it	may
reflect	the	creator's	pride	in	America.	Invite	students	to	share	their	feelings	about	living	in	the	United	States	by	designing	a	quilt	featuring	personal	symbols.	Play	the	national	anthem	recording	and	ask	where	students	have	heard	the	song	before,	followed	by	singing	and	teaching	the	class	its	words	using	"The	Star-Spangled	Banner"	sheet.	Given
article	text	here	The	United	States'	official	symbols	include	a	flag	with	thirteen	horizontal	stripes	and	fifty	stars,	as	well	as	a	seal	heretofore	used	by	the	Congress.	^	4	U.S.C.	§	1	("The	flag	of	the	United	States	shall	be	thirteen	horizontal	stripes,	alternate	red	and	white;	and	the	union	of	the	flag	shall	be	fifty	stars,	white	in	a	blue	field.");	§	2	("On	the
admission	of	a	new	State	into	the	Union	one	star	shall	be	added	to	the	union	of	the	flag;	and	such	addition	shall	take	effect	on	the	fourth	day	of	July	then	next	succeeding	such	admission.").	^	4	U.S.C.	§	41	("The	seal	heretofore	used	by	the	United	States	in	Congress	assembled	is	declared	to	be	the	seal	of	the	United	States.").	^	36	U.S.C.	§	302	("'In
God	we	trust'	is	the	national	motto.").	^	Frank	S.	Ravitch,	Boris	I.	Bittker	&	Scott	C.	Idleman,	Religion	and	the	State	in	American	Law	(Cambridge	University	Press,	2015),	p.	136	("The	nation's	first	unofficial	motto	was	'E	pluribus	unum'	('Out	of	many,	one'),	which	was	proposed	in	1776,	adopted	in	1782,	and	to	this	day	is	part	of	the	Great	Seal	of	the
United	States.	E	plurbius	unum	first	appeared	in	coinage	in	1795	and	in	1873	was	required	on	all	U.S.	coinage...").	^	36	U.C.S.	§	301(a)	("The	composition	consisting	of	the	words	and	music	known	as	the	Star-Spangled	Banner	is	the	national	anthem.").	^	36	U.C.S.	§	304	("The	composition	by	John	Philip	Sousa	entitled	'The	Stars	and	Stripes	Forever'	is
the	national	march.").	^	4.U.S.C.	§	4	(“I	pledge	allegiance	to	the	Flag	of	the	United	States	of	America,	and	to	the	Republic	for	which	it	stands,	one	Nation	under	God,	indivisible,	with	liberty	and	justice	for	all”).	^	National	Bison	Legacy	Act,	Pub.	L.	114-152,	130	Stat.	373	(approved	May	9,	2016),	§	3(a)	("The	mammal	commonly	known	as	the	'North
American	bison'	is	adopted	as	the	national	mammal	of	the	United	States.")	^	"15	Facts	About	Our	National	Mammal:	The	American	Bison".	United	States	Department	of	the	Interior.	May	9,	2016.	Retrieved	May	27,	2016.	^	Harris,	Gardiner	(May	9,	2016).	"Obama	Signs	Law	Making	Bison	the	First	National	Mammal".	The	New	York	Times.	Retrieved
May	27,	2016.	The	symbols	of	the	Untied	States	represent	the	country's	rich	cultural	heritage,	values,	and	traditions.	Some	key	national	symbols	include	the	Star-Spangled	Banner	as	the	national	anthem,	the	United	States	Dollar	as	the	national	currency,	and	red,	white,	and	blue	colors	that	symbolize	the	country's	history.	The	oak	tree	is	considered
the	national	tree,	while	the	rose	is	the	national	flower.	Additionally,	the	bison	represents	strength	and	freedom,	serving	as	the	national	animal.	The	bald	eagle,	known	for	its	majestic	appearance,	is	also	a	significant	national	symbol,	representing	peace	and	war.	When	it	comes	to	food,	the	hamburger	is	often	referred	to	as	the	country's	national	dish.
Another	iconic	symbol	of	the	Untied	States	is	its	flag,	featuring	50	stars	that	represent	the	50	states.	The	Great	Seal,	designed	by	the	Continental	Congress,	showcases	unity	and	strength	through	its	depiction	of	a	bald	eagle	holding	a	ribbon	with	the	motto	"E	Pluribus	Unum"	in	its	beak.	This	seal	also	highlights	the	country's	desire	for	peace	while
being	prepared	for	war.	The	American	Bald	Eagle,	emblazoned	on	the	Great	Seal	of	the	US	since	1782,	holds	a	revered	status	as	the	national	bird.	This	indigenous	North	American	species	first	appeared	as	an	American	symbol	on	the	Massachusetts	copper	cent	in	1776	and	has	been	featured	on	various	US	coins,	including	the	half	dollar,	quarter,	and
silver	dollar.	For	generations,	it	has	embodied	courage,	freedom,	strength,	and	immortality.	Despite	its	initial	abundance,	the	bald	eagle	population	has	drastically	declined	due	to	hunting	by	farmers,	fishers,	and	gamekeepers.	The	Washington	Monument,	a	555-foot	obelisk-shaped	structure,	honors	the	first	US	President,	George	Washington.
Completed	in	1884	and	opened	to	the	public	four	years	later,	it	remains	the	tallest	building	in	the	District	of	Columbia,	USA.	The	original	plan	was	to	build	a	statue	near	the	White	House,	but	an	architectural	design	competition	resulted	in	Robert	Mills'	winning	obelisk	design.	This	monument	symbolizes	the	nation's	respect,	gratitude,	and	awe	for	its
Founding	Father.	The	White	House	construction	began	in	1792	under	President	Washington's	supervision,	although	he	never	resided	there.	Completed	in	1800,	it	has	been	a	symbol	of	the	American	people,	government,	and	Presidency	for	over	two	centuries.	Each	president	has	made	alterations	to	the	building,	which	is	also	known	as	'The	People's
House'	due	to	its	public	accessibility.	The	Statue	of	Liberty,	standing	in	Upper	New	York	Bay,	USA,	is	an	internationally	recognized	emblem	of	freedom,	originally	symbolizing	friendship	between	France	and	the	US.	Over	time,	it	has	come	to	represent	hope	and	opportunity	for	immigrants	seeking	a	better	life	in	the	US,	earning	the	nickname	'Mother
of	Exiles'.	The	statue	embodies	the	desire	for	freedom	and	represents	the	United	States	itself.	Liberty	Bell,	previously	known	as	Old	State	House	Bell	or	State	House	Bell,	is	an	iconic	symbol	of	American	history.	The	Liberty	Bell,	a	symbol	of	American	independence,	was	used	to	summon	lawmakers	and	citizens	to	public	gatherings.	Named	the	'Liberty
Bell'	by	early	1800s	Americans,	it	features	a	distinctive	crack	that	has	become	iconic.	The	bell's	origins	date	back	to	1752,	when	it	was	cast	in	England	for	the	Pennsylvania	State	House.	It	cracked	upon	arrival,	necessitating	a	new	bell	made	from	the	same	metal.	A	second	crack	formed	in	1846,	and	although	repaired,	the	bell	has	not	been	rung	since,
due	to	fear	of	irreparable	damage.	In	contrast,	the	rose,	named	the	national	flower	of	the	U.S.A	in	1986	by	President	Ronald	Reagan,	boasts	a	rich	history	dating	back	over	35	million	years.	Native	to	North	America,	roses	have	been	used	for	medicinal	purposes	since	ancient	times	and	symbolize	love,	life,	devotion,	eternity,	and	beauty.	The	White
House	features	a	stunning	Rose	Garden,	and	rose	bushes	are	grown	across	all	50	states.	The	Oak	Tree,	declared	the	national	tree	of	the	U.S.A	in	2004	by	Senator	Nelson,	represents	strength	through	its	growth	from	a	tiny	acorn	to	a	powerful	entity	with	numerous	branches.	With	about	50	different	species	available,	oak	trees	symbolize	moral,
strength,	knowledge,	and	resistance,	making	them	an	apt	choice	for	the	national	tree.	1	C	=	country	flag,	5	P	=	national	animal,	others	are	general	national	symbols,	like	coat	of	arms	or	national	motto
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