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Mobile gaming is no longer in its infancy — not only can you play visually stunning titles on your phone, but you can also pay many times what they’'re worth thanks to in-app purchases. Okay, that second bit is bad news, but there are still plenty of good games on Android that won’t bleed you dry. Most of them do cost something, but you get what you
pay for. Civilization VINo, this isn’t the mobile version of Civ you might remember from some years back. This is the full version of Civilization VI, optimized for mobile devices with all the content from the desktop edition. Civilization VI is a deep turn-based strategy game that lets you choose the course of an entire society. It will obviously work best
on larger phones, foldables, and tablets, but it’s even playable on a compact device. The base game costs $20, but you can play 60 turns for free. That should be enough to know if you’re going to enjoy playing a complex strategy game on your phone.FortniteYou can’t talk about popular games without mentioning Fortnite, which is the most popular
title in the world. The desktop and console version came first, but Fortnite Mobile has been a huge hit as well. Fortnite is your standard battle royale-style shooter. It has a cartoony vibe, whereas PUBG is more of a traditional military FPS, but that has allowed for some wacky customization and limited events that keep players coming back. You can’t
get this game on the iPhone at all, and it’s not in the Play Store because of some ongoing legal nonsense, but Android users can sideload it via Epic’s site. This is a free-to-play game, so keep a tight hold on your wallet. Mini MetroMini Metro is a puzzle game at its core, but it’s not the placid, calming experience of your average puzzler. Instead, you
are tasked with designing and managing an ever-expanding, color-coded subway system. Your goal is to get everyone where they need to go, taking into account the terrain, location of stations, number of available trains, and more. The gameplay is intuitive enough that anyone can play, and there are low-stress building modes if you just want to chill
out. Mini Metro is a bargain at $0.99. It’s also included in Play Pass.Genshin ImpactFor fans of role-playing titles, look no further than Genshin Impact. This visually arresting JRPG will keep you busy for uncountable hours — maybe forever, considering the quick pace of updates. The combat system is straightforward on the surface but allows for deep
strategy once you get the hang of the elemental-based abilities. It takes up a lot of space on your phone, but it won’t cost anything to try. You can play the game for free, but there are in-app purchases. Use your best judgment. Game Dev TycoonYou don’t have to look far to find a casual management-style game on Android, but most of them are
crawling with exploitative in-app purchases. Game Dev Tycoon costs $5 up front, but you'll get your money’s worth. In this game, you make games. Well, you pretend to make games, beginning in the early days of PC versus non-PC and continuing on into the era of multiple high-end consoles. Of course, all the devices have legally safe knock-off names,
but we all know what the Game Sphere is supposed to be. Sell more games, and you’ll be able to get dev licenses for all the latest hardware to make even more money. There are a ton of options, so the replay value is there. This one is in Play Pass, too. HoledownThe venerable block breaker is one of the oldest game genres, but Holedown manages to
give it a fresh coat of paint. This game urges you to dig down into various planetoids by bombarding the blocks with wave after wave of balls. You can upgrade your mining operation with more starting balls, more shots, and so on. Holedown is cognizant of what makes brick-breakers fun, allowing you to bank shots at almost any angle. The visuals and
audio are great, and I love that Holedown doesn’t demand too much of my attention. If you want something casual and easy to play, Holedown is it. It’s also free with Play Pass. Dead CellsI tend toward simpler, non-frustrating mobile games, but some people like a challenge. For those folks, there’s Dead Cells. It’s the same game that launched on PCs
and consoles back in 2018, but it just came to Android last year. It’s a side-scrolling “roguelike-metroidvania” experience, which means it’s very difficult and unforgiving of mistakes—it will make you both love and hate it. Little by little, failure by failure, you will unlock more gear, but you’ll never progress through the procedurally generated world
without serious skill. This game costs $3.99, and there are no in-app purchases. It’s free for those with a Play Pass subscription. Among UsIf you've ever seen the science-fiction classic The Thing, you'll get the gist of Among Us right away. It’s a co-op game where you have to fix your damaged spaceship, but someone is not who they appear to be. One
(or more) of your fellow crew members is an imposter that will kill you if you find yourself alone with it. For the crew, the goal is to identify and vote off the imposter or repair the ship. The imposter, meanwhile, kills the crew and sews seeds of doubt. It’s surprisingly cerebral for a game, and it’s free. There are in-app purchases, but they’re not
essential. Stardew ValleyThere are a lot of games that look like Stardew Valley, but there’s only one Stardew Valley. It seems at first like your typical farming RPG—plant crops, harvest, invest in upgrades, and repeat. The world of Stardew Valley is special, though. It’s alive with stories and quests, all of which add to the endearing nature of the world.
You can tell a lot of attention to detail went into this game, and it’s well worth the $5 asking price. It’s included with Play Pass. ReignsAs they say: heavy is the head that wears the crown. You can find out just how heavy by playing a few rounds of Reigns. As a medieval monarch, you must undertake a quest each year of your reign. To make a decision,
simply swipe the event cards left or right. Sometimes these decisions seem inconsequential, but they could have major impacts on future events. Sometimes, however, they are so consequential that they will lead to your immediate assassination. Every ruler meets his fate eventually, but there are more royals waiting to ascend to the throne so you can
get them banished, too. Reigns is $2.99 in the Play Store. You can play for free with Play Pass. Now Read: 3D games are becoming more common on Google’s Android OS, and in this slideshow we’ve gathered some of the best to get you started. Even those titles without snazzy graphics are pretty addictive. Let’s take a look.Speed Forge 3D sets its
racing action in the future, on an inhospitable planet. The illegal races involve heavy-duty hover vehicles; you can choose from among three styles.You can compete on six different tracks, and add weaponry such as mines and homing rockets to your vehicle. One quick tip to increase the game’s performance: Turn the music off.If you prefer race cars
of our time, consider Raging Thunder.ToonWarz is a great 3D first-person shooter, with two gameplay modes available over four missions. In addition to offering nice graphics, it supports multitouch on Android 2.0 devices.Once you get used to the on-screen controls, the gameplay becomes fluid. After you complete the missions, you can play against
other people in real-time deathmatches.If you like ToonWarz, you might also want to check out ExZeus.Robo Defense is a classic tower-defense game packed into your mobile phone. Addictive and fun, the game features above-average graphics and allows you to get new weapons through sell-backs or upgrades.Depending on your strategy, you can
spend your points to upgrade the towers, so you're not stuck with insufficient defenses later in the game. If you want more maps or to save your game progress, though, you’ll have to go for the paid version.Bonsai Blast is not a complicated game, but it packs in hours of great fun. Colored marbles travel down a path, and you have to stop them from
reaching the end by shooting more marbles at them. Once you’ve linked three or more marbles of the same color, they disappear and you get points.Fans of puzzle games will appreciate the 90 Zen-themed maps in Bonsai Blast, as well as the single-tap control method, which saves you the hassle of positioning the cannon before shooting. One of the
latest 3D games to grace Android phones, Mystique Chapter 3 Obitus is an immersive first-person adventure with great graphics and a haunting soundtrack. The horror action takes place in two distinct environments (a hospital basement and a hellish alternate world), and the game features fully animated characters. You’ll find plenty of challenging
puzzles, too. But it’s best not to play this game for the first time with the lights off. Buka is a cheerful orb, but mean asteroids stand in its way. With an arsenal of weapons such as shockwaves and spark attacks at your fingertips, your mission is to get Buka home, referred to as “The Happy Place.” Overall, this is a great little game with plenty of levels
and variety; it will keep you busy constantly.You’ll have to strategize carefully: Sometimes you’ll encounter too many asteroids to eliminate, so you’ll have to avoid some of the obstacles-which, unfortunately, awards you no points. UFOs have abducted your fellow animal friends, and you have to save them. To get to the aliens, though, you must jump
on platforms and control your direction by tilting the phone sideways. Abduction is a fun game with lots of power-ups, level schemes, and unlockable levels and animals (you start as a cow) along the way. The concept is simple yet entertaining-and if you have kids, you might not get your phone back anytime soon. Gem Miner is another simple game
from the creator of Abduction. This time you have to raise a fortune by digging and exploring a mine. You mainly mine for coal, but you can also unearth bonuses such as gems or maps.It’s critical that you have enough ladders to get back out of the mine; but the more money you raise, the better tools you obtain to dig deeper and find more-valuable
items. Again, the graphics are uncomplicated but the gameplay is highly entertaining.Kumpa is a labyrinth game that makes use of the accelerometer in your Android phone to help you navigate around the maze and light up various symbols in the levels, which in turn gives you points.As you level up, more obstacles, such as the “hole of death,” appear
in your way while you try to collect items before the time expires. It’s a great casual game; fans of pinball-like action will like Kumpa.The premise for Armored Strike is simple: Eliminate your opponent, in multiplayer mode against the Al or a friend (nonnetworked). Essentially a turn-based strategy game in the style of Worms and Scorched Earth,
Armored Strike stands out with its smooth graphics and fun gameplay.The game gives you many weapon choices, and once you get used to the angles and velocities, it becomes pretty entertaining. If you’re not sure about spending $3.99, though, fiddle with the free trial first. Though it looks confusing at first glance, Cestos is an interesting game. You
have to knock all of your opponents’ (up to four) marbles into space by dragging your own marble in the direction you want to shoot.Cestos requires a bit of strategy, as all players must enter their moves at the same time-and a match can last up to 5 minutes. The game is very social, too; you can friend/ignore anyone from the growing online
community, and chat with or send private messages to fellow gamers.UniWar is a well-developed online multiplayer turn-based strategy game that can connect up to eight players at a time in up to 20 games at once.Fans of StarCraft will appreciate UniWar, especially as the game also allows for a campaign mode against the Al with 21 missions
altogether. You'll find over 50 maps, and you can play two-versus-two, three-versus-three, or four-versus-four games online with integrated in-game chat.
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