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Economic history of west africa

A pioneering work on the economic history of West Africa, 'An Economic History of West Africa' by Tony Hopkins, has remained a standard reference for nearly four decades. The book's introduction, written with characteristic wit and wisdom, provides a well-considered discussion of the state of scholarly knowledge in the field. An Economic History
of West Africa continues to shape debate on African economic development. The new edition, with a well-considered introductory essay, is a defence of evidence-based historiography. It provides crucial insights into West Africa's history and its political and cultural shaping. The book offers an alternative account of poverty in the pre-colonial period
and assesses the consequences of regional interaction. The book re-examines the pre-colonial period and its impact on West Africa, from trade expansion to colonial rule. This new edition includes an updated introduction discussing the subject's evolution over the past 50 years and providing a guide for further reading. It appears that this book is
being updated at a time when interest in African economic history is growing, filling a significant gap in the field and offering a starting point for newcomers. The book has been praised for its clarity and coherence, making it accessible to both experts and general readers. The author's extensive research and engagement with historiography have
contributed to its authority on the subject. This edition of the book builds upon the original publication in 1973, which was widely acclaimed as a foundational work in the field. The new introduction and updated bibliography demonstrate the book's continued relevance, offering valuable insights into West Africa's economic past and its ongoing impact
on the continent. Tony Hopkins's new edition of An Economic History of West Africa is a significant publication that has been eagerly awaited. The addition of a well-considered introductory essay makes it a worthwhile release. The book offers a bold defence of using evidence to guide historical interpretation, rather than imposing ideological
frameworks. For students of African studies and history, this book provides essential insights into the region's past, as well as its historiography and how it has been shaped by politics and culture. This edition remains a key reference for African history and is crucial for understanding the economic history of West Africa. The new edition offers an
excellent review of the trajectory of historiography in Africa, along with clear views on the course of African economic life over the past two academic generations. Written in Hopkins's characteristic style, this book will be enjoyable to read for early and mid-career scholars in African Studies, who can also appreciate the author's personal reflections
on the writing process and reception of this foundational work. The book asserts the centrality of the market in historical reconstruction, exposing the crisis that arose after the Atlantic slave trade ended and the shift to primary commodity production. The introduction is a masterful overview of how Hopkins has stimulated research and shaped debate
in the field. This edition remains a standard history of the subject, with a pioneering work of historical foresight and insight. Its clarity and significance make it regularly assigned to undergraduates, who will benefit from reading this book. It will take many decades for it to be superseded in the canon of African historiography. The introduction is a
well-considered and inspiring discussion of the state of scholarly knowledge on the economic history of West Africa. The author calls on the next generation of scholars to carry forward the subject by identifying areas that require further research or consensus-building. The book "An Economic History of West Africa" by A. G. Hopkins has been re-
published after nearly half a century, with a new introduction that provides a comprehensive overview of historiography over the past 50 years. The original publication in 1973 remains seminal and foundational for research on African economic history, and its main messages remain relevant today. The book's clarity and coherence have been widely
praised, making it accessible to both specialized scholars and general readers. Hopkins' engagement with diverse literature and historiography has led to a nuanced analysis of West Africa's economic past, demystifying old myths and challenging traditional perspectives.
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