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What image comes to your mind when someone uses the word subject in a sentence? If something is the subject of a discussion, debate, talk, conversation, or sentence, it is what that activity or the sentence revolves around. In this post, we will understand what a subject is, how it looks like, and the different types of subjects in English. A subject of a
sentence is a part that the sentence revolves; it is what the sentence focuses on. In linguistics, the subject of a sentence is a person that does an action or a person/thing that about whom/which the sentence gives information about. Examples: 1. Jacob calls me in the morning. (Focusing on the subject and what he does) 2. One of my friends called me
last night. (Focusing on who called me) 3. I have invited all of them. (Focusing on the subject performing an action) In these sentences, we are focusing on the doer of the action: subject. Now, let’s study some examples where the subject does not perform an action, where the sentence gives information about the subject by renaming it (using a name
or modifying it (using an adjective). Ex - This place has been beautifully decorated. The person or people who have done this are not important. This sentence is in the passive voice; the subject (this place) will be the direct object in the active voice. (Subject = this place) Ex - Monica was given a secret task to do. Monica doesn’t do the action of giving
here in the sentence; she receives it. The sentence is in the passive voice. (Subject = Monica) 1. Jacob is a dancer. (renaming the subject) 2. My sister is my best friend. (renaming the subject) 3. Jon and Monica were enemies. (renaming the subject) 4. You are talented. (modifying the subject) 5. Mangesh has been very supportive. (modifying the
subject) 6. My friends were quite rich back in the day. (modifying the subject) In the first three examples, we are giving a name to the subject using a noun or a noun equivalent. Jacob = a dancer. My sister = my best friend Jon and Monica = enemies In the last three examples, we are describing the subject with an adjective. You = talented Mangesh
= very supportive My friends = quite rich back in the day We can also talk about the mental state, emotional state, or possessional state of the subject using stative verbs. Let’s study some examples to understand this. 1. Jon loves talking to kids. (talking about the emotional state of the subject) 2. I understand the gravity of this gravity. (talking about
the cognitive state of the subject) 3. We own this house. (talking about the possessional state of the subject) Here, the subject is not performing a dynamic action; we are just showing the state the subject is in. What is a subject in English There are three types of subjects in English: Simple subject Compound subject Complete subject Types of
subjectsExplanationExamplesSubject in the exampleSimple subjectit is a noun or pronoun without any modifiers in it.1. Jon is my best friend.2. We love you.3. Some people want to meet you.4. The story of the movie was fascinating.1l. Jon2. we3. people4. storyCompound subjectit is a combination of two or more subjects (of any type) together.1. Jon
and I live together.2. My father and I don’t see eye to eye.3. Jon, Conor, and Tim are not going on the trip.1. Jon and I 2. My father and I 3. Jon, Conor, and Tim Complete subjectit is a combination of a simple subject and the modifiers that come right before or after it.1. My friends are waiting for me.2. Someone from your class has been messaging
me.3. Some people want to meet you.4. The story of the movie was fascinating.1. My friends 2. Someone from your class 3. Some people 4. The story of the movieDifference between a simple subject, compound subject, and complete subject chart A simple subject is a one-word subject. It does not include any modifiers. Examples: Simran has
everything she needs. India is the biggest democratic country in the world. Jacob loves pancakes. The man in the white coat is a doctor. The best dancer of this group was Ronny. Examples: New Delhi is the capital of India. The Taj Mahal is one of the seven wonders of the world. Justin Bieber is my sister’s favourite singer. Here, the subject is a proper
noun. It does not have any modifiers. A complete subject is a combination of a simple subject and the words that modify it. Examples: 1. The movie was amazing. Simple subject = movieModifier = theComplete subject = the movie 2. A wise man once said that money is an illusion. Simple subject = manModifiers = a, wiseComplete subject = a wise
man 3. Some people just make excuses for their failures. Simple subject = peopleModifier = someComplete subject = some people 4. People living in this area are very poor. Simple subject = peopleModifier = living in this area (present participle phrase)Complete subject = people living in this area 5. The man in the blue coat teaches History here.
Simple subject = manModifiers = the, in the blue coatComplete subject = the man in the blue coat A complete subject is formed using a simple subject and one or more modifiers. Here are the ways to form a complete subject: Pre-modifier/s + simple subject Simple subject + modifier/s Pre-modifier/s + simple subject + post-modifier/s Pre-modifier +
simple subject My friends love me. (Premodifier = my) A school is being built here. (Premodifier = a) That car is more expansive than our house. (Premodifier = that) His performance was amazing. (Premodifier = his) A few people have gathered here. (Premodifier = a few) Three women were hit by his car. (Premodifier = three) Simple subject + post-
modifier People in my village support each other. (post-modifier = in my village) Events of such nature kept happening. (post-modifier = of such nature) Girls protesting outside the college are from different parts of the country. (post-modifier = outside the college) Pre-modifier + simple subject + post-modifier The man looking at us looks strange.
(premodifier = the, post-modifier = looking at us) The goal of this gathering is to raise money for some poor kids. (premodifier = the, post-modifier = of this gathering) The movie that we watched the other day opened my eyes in many ways. (premodifier = the, post-modifier = that we watched the other day) A compound subject is a combination of
two or more (generally two) simple subjects or complete subjects. It is joined by a coordinating conjunction, usually with ‘and’, ‘nor’, and ‘or’. Examples: Mohit and Rohan are best friends. Jon and Max came to see me the other day. Susan or I can go there and talk to the mangement about this. The teachers or the management can solve this problem.
Some green vegetables, milk, sugar, and flour are needed for this dish. A compound subject can also be joined with correlative conjunctions such as ‘not only...but also’, ‘Both...and’, and ‘neither...not’. Neither the doctors nor the patients were happy with the ongoing protests. Both the police and the protestors are working together. Not only my
parents but I am also in support of this rule. Note: when ‘neither...nor’ and ‘either...or’ form a subject, the verb follows what comes after ‘nor’. Neither the students nor the teacher is excited about the new rules of the school. Either you or she is coming with me. The following things can act as the subject of a sentence: Noun/Noun phrase Noun clause
Pronoun Gerund/Gerund phrase Infinitive/Infinitive phrase Money can buy happiness, some say. Democracy is the strongest pillar of this country. Courage is what you need to show. My money is not your money. A dog bit him. Some of your friends don’t appreciate what you do. Click here to master noun phrases in English. What I want is love. Who
called you yesterday was a friend of mine. Why he left that job is still a mystery to me. I love teaching English. Everyone loves Ashish. That is a beautiful house. Teaching is my passion. Smoking can kill you. Running keeps me fit. Click here to master gerunds in English. Playing with kids makes me happy. Going there alone was a bad decision. Starting
an NGO for the poor is one of the things I want to do. Click here to master gerund phrases in English. To smoke can kill you. To dance is my passion. NOTE: gerunds are preferred as a subject. Smoking can kill you. Dancing is my passion. Click here to master infinitives in English. To open a school is my dream. To leave her there alone was very stupid
of you. To be an army officer is my goal. Click here to master infinitive phrases in English. Related lessons: Find the subject in the following sentences and also mention its types: Everything I do has a reason. You look amazing. Some of you are really creative. These dogs are my friends. A man in a black suit was standing next to your car. This guy’s
driving is crazy. Some brown people living in this area are filthy rich. Your approach to this game is strangely good. She and I don’t live together now. Either your friends or you can come. Answers: 1. Simple subject = everythingComplete subject = everything I do 2. Simple subject = you 3. Simple subject = some Complete subject = some of you 4.
Simple subject = dogsComplete subject = these dogs 5. Simple subject = manComplete subject = a man in the black suit 6. Simple subject = drivingComplete subject = this guy’s driving 7. Simple subject = peopleComplete subject = some brown people living in this area 8. Simple subject = approachComplete subject = your approach to this game 9.
Compound subject = she and I 10. Compound subject = either your friends or you Do share the lesson with others to help and support. Feel free to ask your doubt or question in the comment section. What is the difference between a simple and a complete subject?The difference between a simple subject and a complete subject is that a simple subject
is a noun/pronoun and does not include any modifiers, and a complete subject is a combination of a simple subject and its pre and post-modifiers. What are the 3 types of subjects?There are 3 types of subjects in English: 1) Simple subject (Ex - Joanna loves me.)2) compound subject (Ex - Joanna and Riya love me.)3) Complete subject (Ex - The girl in
the blue dress loves me.) How many types of subjects are there in English?Simple, compound, and complex are the 3 types of subjects we have in English. 1. You are amazing. (simple subject)2. Your house is huge. (complete subject = your house, simple subject = house) 3. You and your sister are amazing at arts. (compound subject) Have a question
or need deeper clarity? Drop it in the comments — I personally answer your questions/doubts. If you found this lesson valuable, share it with peers or learners who will benefit. Let’s raise the standard of how we learn English — together. Looking for personalised coaching to elevate your English, communication, and life skills? I offer 1-on-1
mentorship that integrates advanced English fluency with emotional intelligence, confidence building, and personality development — designed to help you grow not just as a speaker, but as a powerful individual. Reach out at [email protected] to get started. On YouTube and Instagram, we break down real conversations, dive into pop culture, share
quick grammar hacks, and do the things your textbook never could. Follow now — and start learning smarter. WordReference Random House Learner's Dictionary of American English © 2025sube<ject /n., adj. 'sabd3zikt; v. sab'd3ekt/USA pronunciation n. [countable] that which forms a basic matter of thought, discussion, etc.:He keeps changing the
subject and refuses to stick to the topic. Educationa branch of knowledge as a course of study:Which subjects are you taking this semester? Literature, Philosophysomething or someone written about or represented in writing, art, or music:That beautiful model was the subject for a number of Rodin's sculptures. Governmentone who owes allegiance
to a king or queen or other head of state:The king will provide new services for his loyal subjects. Grammarone of the two main parts of a sentence (the other being the predicate) that is a noun or group of words acting like a noun, which usually refers to the one performing the action or being in the state expressed by the predicate: The subject of the
sentence Jesse shot the sheriff is Jesse. a person, animal, or corpse that is an object of medical or scientific treatment or experiment. adj. being under the rule, control, or influence of something:The warriors ruled harshly over their subject peoples.[be + ~ + to]We are subject to the rules and regulations in effect. open or exposed to; likely to get or
receive:[be + ~ + to]Those silly ideas are subject to public ridicule. v. to bring under rule, control, or influence:[~ + object]The weaker tribes were subjected by another warlike race. to expose to:[~ + object + to + object]to subject metal to intense heat. to make vulnerable to attack by (something); expose:[~ + object + to + object]lto subject
yourself to ridicule. prep. phrase subject to, depending on; dependent on:His hiring is subject to your approval. subejecetion, n. [uncountable]See -jec-. WordReference Random House Unabridged Dictionary of American English © 2025subeject (n., adj. subjikt;v. seb jekt),USA pronunciation n. that which forms a basic matter of thought, discussion,
investigation, etc.:a subject of conversation. Educationa branch of knowledge as a course of study:He studied four subjects in his first year at college. a motive, cause, or ground:a subject for complaint. Literature, Philosophythe theme of a sermon, book, story, etc. Music and Dancethe principal melodic motif or phrase in a musical composition, esp. in
a fugue. Fine Artan object, scene, incident, etc., chosen by an artist for representation, or as represented in art. Governmenta person who is under the dominion or rule of a sovereign. Governmenta person who owes allegiance to a government and lives under its protection:four subjects of Sweden. Grammar(in English and many other languages) a
syntactic unit that functions as one of the two main constituents of a simple sentence, the other being the predicate, and that consists of a noun, noun phrase, or noun substitute which often refers to the one performing the action or being in the state expressed by the predicate, as He in He gave notice. a person or thing that undergoes or may
undergo some action:As a dissenter, he found himself the subject of the group's animosity. a person or thing under the control or influence of another. a person as an object of medical, surgical, or psychological treatment or experiment. a cadaver used for dissection. Philosophy[Logic.]that term of a proposition concerning which the predicate is
affirmed or denied. Philosophy that which thinks, feels, perceives, intends, etc., as contrasted with the objects of thought, feeling, etc. the self or ego. Philosophy[Metaphysics.]that in which qualities or attributes inhere; substance. adj. being under domination, control, or influence (often fol. by to). being under dominion, rule, or authority, as of a
sovereign, state, or some governing power; owing allegiance or obedience (often fol. by to). open or exposed (usually fol. by to):subject to ridicule. being dependent or conditional upon something (usually fol. by to):His consent is subject to your approval. being under the necessity of undergoing something (usually fol. by to):All beings are subject to
death. liable; prone (usually fol. by to):subject to headaches. v.t. to bring under domination, control, or influence (usually fol. by to). to bring under dominion, rule, or authority, as of a conqueror or a governing power (usually fol. by to). to cause to undergo the action of something specified; expose (usually fol. by to):to subject metal to intense heat. to
make liable or vulnerable; lay open; expose (usually fol. by to):to subject oneself to ridicule. [Obs.]to place beneath something; make subjacent. Latin, as above Old French sugetter Latin subjectare, frequentative of subicere; replacing Middle English suget(t)en Late Latin subjectum grammatical or dialectical subject, noun, nominal use of neuter of
subjectus; replacing Middle English suget, as above; (verb, verbal) Latin, as above; (noun, nominal) Old French Latin subjectus placed beneath, inferior, open to inspection, origin, originally past participle of subicere to throw or place beneath, make subject, equivalent. to sub- sub- + -jec-, combining form of jacere to throw + -tus past participle suffix;
replacing Middle English suget (adjective, adjectival) 1275-1325 subeject’a*ble, adj. subeject’a*biliety, n. subeject’edly, adv. subeject’ed*ness, n. sub’jecteless, adj. sub’jectelike’, adj. 1. 4. Subject, theme, topic are often interchangeable to express the material being considered in a speech or written composition. Subject is a broad word for
whatever is treated in writing, speech, art, etc.:the subject for discussion.Theme and topic are usually narrower and apply to some limited or specific part of a general subject. A theme is often the underlying conception of a discourse or composition, perhaps not put into words but easily recognizable:The theme of a need for reform runs throughout
her work.A topic is the statement of what is to be treated in a section of a composition:The topic is treated fully in this section. 3. reason, rationale. 17. subordinate, subservient. 20. contingent. Collins Concise English Dictionary © HarperCollins Publishers:: subject n /'sabd3zikt/ the predominant theme or topic, as of a book, discussion, etc any branch
of learning considered as a course of study a word, phrase, or formal expression about which something is predicated or stated in a sentence; for example, the cat in the sentence The cat catches mice a person or thing that undergoes experiment, analysis, treatment, etc a person who lives under the rule of a monarch, government, etc an object,
figure, scene, etc, as selected by an artist or photographer for representation that which thinks or feels as opposed to the object of thinking and feeling; the self or the mind a substance as opposed to its attributesAlso called: theme a melodic or thematic phrase used as the principal motif of a fugue, the basis from which the musical material is derived
in a sonata-form movement, or the recurrent figure in a rondo the term of a categorial statement of which something is predicated an originating motivechange the subject = to select a new topic of conversation adj /'sabd3zikt/ (usually postpositive) and followed by to: being under the power or sovereignty of a ruler, government, etc: subject peoples
showing a tendency (towards): a child subject to indiscipline exposed or vulnerable: subject to ribaldry conditional upon: the results are subject to correction adv /'sabdzikt/subject to = (preposition) under the condition that: we accept, subject to her agreement vb /seb'dzekt/ (transitive) (followed by to) to cause to undergo the application (of): they
subjected him to torture (often passive) followed by to: to expose or render vulnerable or liable (to some experience): he was subjected to great danger (followed by to) to bring under the control or authority (of): to subject a soldier to discipline rare to subdue or subjugate rare to present for consideration; submitEtymology: 14th Century: from Latin
subjectus brought under, from subicere to place under, from sub- + jacere to throwsub'jectable adj sub,jecta'bility n Also found in: Thesaurus, Medical, Legal, Financial, Idioms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia. (sub’jékt’, -jikt) adj. 1. Being in a position or in circumstances that place one under the power or authority of another or others: subject to the law. 2.
Prone; disposed: a child who is subject to colds. 3. Likely to incur or receive; exposed: a directive subject to misinterpretation. 4. Contingent or dependent: a vacation subject to changing weather. n. 1. One who is under the rule of another or others, especially one who owes allegiance to a government or ruler. 2. a. One concerning which something is
said or done; a person or thing being discussed or dealt with: a subject of gossip. b. Something that is treated or indicated in a work of art. c. Music A theme of a composition, especially a fugue. 3. A course or area of study: Math is her best subject. 4. A basis for action; a cause. 5. a. One that experiences or is subjected to something: the subject of
ridicule. b. A person or animal that is the object of medical or scientific study: The experiment involved 12 subjects. c. A corpse intended for anatomical study and dissection. d. One who is under surveillance: The subject was observed leaving the scene of the murder. 6. Grammar The noun, noun phrase, or pronoun in a sentence or clause that denotes
the doer of the action or what is described by the predicate. 7. Logic The term of a proposition about which something is affirmed or denied. 8. Philosophy a. The mind or thinking part as distinguished from the object of thought. b. A being that undergoes personal conscious or unconscious experience of itself and of the world. c. The essential nature
or substance of something as distinguished from its attributes. tr.v. (seb-jékt’) sub-ject-ed, sub-ject-ing, sub-jects 1. To cause to experience, undergo, or be acted upon: suspects subjected to interrogation; rocks subjected to intense pressure. 3. To submit to the authority of: peoples that subjected themselves to the emperor. [Middle English, from Old
French, from Latin subiectus, from past participle of stibicere, to subject : sub-, sub- + iacere, to throw; see ye- in the Appendix of Indo-European roots.] sub-jec’tion (seb-jék’'shen) n. Synonyms: subject, matter, topic, theme These nouns denote the principal idea or point of a speech, a piece of writing, or an artistic work. Subject is the most general:
"Well, honor is the subject of my story" (Shakespeare). Matter refers to the material that is the object of thought or discourse: "This distinction seems to me to go to the root of the matter" (William James). A topic is a subject of discussion, argument, or conversation: "They would talk of ... fashionable topics, such as pictures, taste, Shakespeare"
(Oliver Goldsmith). Theme refers especially to an idea, a point of view, or a perception that is developed and expanded on in a work of art: "To produce a mighty book, you must choose a mighty theme" (Herman Melville). See Also Synonyms at dependent.American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright © 2016 by
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. those under the dominion of a reigning prince, collectively—Wilkes.Dictionary of Collective Nouns and Group Terms. Copyright 2008 The Gale Group, Inc. All rights reserved. Want to thank TFD for its existence? Tell a
friend about us, add a link to this page, or visit the webmaster's page for free fun content. Link to this page: This will soon make him odious to his subjects, and becoming poor he will be little valued by any one; thus, with his liberality, having offended many and rewarded few, he is affected by the very first trouble and imperilled by whatever may be
the first danger; recognizing this himself, and wishing to draw back from it, he runs at once into the reproach of being miserly.Freedom from the domination of the great tradition could only be found by seeking new subjects, and such freedom was really only illusionary, since romantic subjects alone are suitable for epic treatment.(heaven knows it is
not exorbitant in its requirements!); for although I well know how hard it is for a man of genius with a seriously underrated subject to maintain serene and kindly relations with the men who underrate it, and who keep all the best places for less important subjects which they profess without originality and sometimes without much capacity for them,
still, if he overwhelms them with wrath and disdain, he cannot expect them to heap honors on him.No man can be a competent legislator who does not add to an upright intention and a sound judgment a certain degree of knowledge of the subjects on which he is to legislate.And the different forms of government make laws democratical,
aristocratical, tyrannical, with a view to their several interests; and these laws, which are made by them for their own interests, are the justice which they deliver to their subjects, and him who transgresses them they punish as a breaker of the law, and unjust.To such an extent had Natasha let herself go that the way she dressed and did her hair, her
ill-chosen words, and her jealousy- she was jealous of Sonya, of the governess, and of every woman, pretty or plain- were habitual subjects of jest to those about her.The public are, in general, very ready to adopt the opinion, that he who has pleased them in one peculiar mode of composition, is, by means of that very talent, rendered incapable of
venturing upon other subjects. The effect of this disinclination, on the part of the public, towards the artificers of their pleasures, when they attempt to enlarge their means of amusing, may be seen in the censures usually passed by vulgar criticism upon actors or artists who venture to change the character of their efforts, that, in so doing, they may
enlarge the scale of their art.Of things themselves some are predicable of a subject, and are never present in a subject.I had just finished writing "The End of the Tether" and was casting about for some subject which could be developed in a shorter form than the tales in the volume of "Youth" when the instance of a steamship full of returning coolies
from Singapore to some port in northern China occurred to my recollection.I positively refuse to read her, as I positively refuse to listen to her, whenever she attempts to return to that one subject. Now give me the letter back.' I gave it back, and saw it torn up before my face.Thus much by way of introduction; for I could not but just touch upon this
subject, though I could not go through a complete investigation of it, as it properly belongs to another question: let us at present suppose so much, that a man's happiest life, both as an individual and as a citizen, is a life of virtue, accompanied with those enjoyments which virtue usually procures.The rest of his acquaintances, not interested in a book
on a learned subject, did not talk of it at all. Learn the names of school subjects in English with this extensive list of school subjects. Below, you will find a list of school subjects in English with pictures and example sentences. Learning the names of school subjects is very important for English learners. Not only will they be able to talk about their
favorite subjects and classes they like and don’t like, but they will also be able to use this vocabulary during interviews with employers or universities when they talk about what classes they have studied and what classes they want to study in the future. List Of School Subjects in English Here is a list of school subjects in English. These school
subjects are ones that students typically study at elementary, middle, and high school. English math art science history music geography P.E (Physical Education) drama biology chemistry physics I.T (Information Technology) foreign languages social studies technology philosophy graphic design literature algebra geometry If you're learning or
teaching English lessons about school subjects, then this list of school subjects with pictures will be useful. You can also download this school subjects PPT to use in your class. What is the definition of subject? The subject of a sentence is the person, place, thing, or idea that is performing the action. What is the Subject? On the most basic level, a
sentence contains two parts: a subject and a predicate. The subject includes the noun that is performing the action described in the predicate. Examples of Sentence Subjects Let’s look at some examples of sentences in English sentences. Janet washed the car. Janet = subject Washed = action performed Chris worked from sunrise to sunset. Chris =
subject Worked = action performed. Simple Subject, Complete Subject, Compound Subject Simple subjects refer to just the noun that is performing the action and no other words that are describing that noun: The blue-eyed girl played on the jungle gym. Girl = simple subject that performs the action = played Complete subjects include the noun that
is performing the action and any descriptors of that noun: The hairy, three-eyed monster scared the young boy. The hairy, three-eyed monster = complete subject that performs the action = scared Compound subjects are ones in which two nouns perform the action: Chris and Janet love to read comic books. Chris, Janet = compound subject that
perform the action = read Subjects Are Not Part of a Prepositional Phrase One thing to be careful with is to not include any prepositional phrases with your subject. These phrases are used to provide extra information and are not part of the subject of the sentence. The tree in the park was very tall. Tree = subject Was very tall = predicate In the park
= prepositional phrase Subject in Different Sentences Here are some examples of subjects being used in various ways. The subject performs an action: Garcia sold used cars. Garcia = subject Sold = action The subject is described: Jennifer was tall and slender. Jennifer = subject Tall, slender = descriptions The subject is identified. The boy who was
the valedictorian applied to several universities Boy = subject Who was the valedictorian = identifier The subject has an action done to it. The boy was accepted into the police academy. Boy = subject Was accepted = action done to subject by the police academy Usual Sentence Format The usual sentence format includes a subject, verb, and object.
The teacher taught the students. Teacher = subject Taught = verb Students = object Jennifer dusted the blinds. Jennifer = subject Dusted = verb Blinds = object Summary: What Are Subjects? Define subject in English: The subject of a sentence is that noun that is doing or being something. It is important to identify the verb in the sentence and ask
yourself what noun it is connected to. Final example: Public university tuition rises every year. Tuition = subject Rises = verb noun (16)adjective (6)verb (used with object) (5)View synonyms for subjectthat which forms a basic matter of thought, discussion, investigation, etc..a subject of conversation.a branch of knowledge as a course of study.He
studied four subjects in his first year at college.a motive, cause, or ground.Synonyms: rationale, reasonthe theme of a sermon, book, story, etc.the principal melodic motif or phrase in a musical composition, especially in a fugue.an object, scene, incident, etc., chosen by an artist for representation, or as represented in art.a person who is under the
dominion or rule of a sovereign.a person who owes allegiance to a government and lives under its protection.Swedish subjects are guaranteed access to equal education in childhood.Grammar., (in many languages, such as English) one of the two main parts of a sentence, containing a noun or pronoun and all of its modifiers, which generally refers to
the one performing an action, experiencing a condition, or being in a state expressed by a verb: for example, Our best employee in Our best employee gave notice, or He in He is still here.a person or thing that undergoes or may undergo some action.As a dissenter, he found himself the subject of the group's animosity.a person or thing under the
control or influence of another.a person as an object of medical, surgical, or psychological treatment or experiment.a cadaver used for dissection.Logic., that term of a proposition concerning which the predicate is affirmed or denied.Philosophy.that which thinks, feels, perceives, intends, etc., as contrasted with the objects of thought, feeling, etc.the
self or ego.Metaphysics., that in which qualities or attributes inhere; substance.being under domination, control, or influence (often followed byto ).Synonyms: subservient, subordinatebeing under dominion, rule, or authority, as of a sovereign, state, or some governing power; owing allegiance or obedience (often followed byto ).open or exposed
(usually followed byto ).being dependent or conditional upon something (usually followed byto ).His consent is subject to your approval.being under the necessity of undergoing something (usually followed byto ).All beings are subject to death.liable; prone (usually followed byto ).to bring under domination, control, or influence (usually followed byto
).to bring under dominion, rule, or authority, as of a conqueror or a governing power (usually followed byto ).to cause to undergo the action of something specified; expose (usually followed byto ).to subject metal to intense heat.to make liable or vulnerable; lay open; expose (usually followed byto ).to subject oneself to ridicule.Obsolete., to place
beneath something; make subjacent.the predominant theme or topic, as of a book, discussion, etc( in combination )any branch of learning considered as a course of studygrammar logic a word, phrase, or formal expression about which something is predicated or stated in a sentence; for example, the cat in the sentence The cat catches micea person
or thing that undergoes experiment, analysis, treatment, etca person who lives under the rule of a monarch, government, etcan object, figure, scene, etc, as selected by an artist or photographer for representationphilosophythat which thinks or feels as opposed to the object of thinking and feeling; the self or the minda substance as opposed to its
attributesAlso called: theme. music a melodic or thematic phrase used as the principal motif of a fugue, the basis from which the musical material is derived in a sonata-form movement, or the recurrent figure in a rondologicthe term of a categorial statement of which something is predicatedthe reference or denotation of the subject term of a
statement. The subject of John is tall is not the name John, but John himselfan originating motiveto select a new topic of conversation“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012being under the
power or sovereignty of a ruler, government, etcshowing a tendency (towards)a child subject to indisciplineexposed or vulnerableconditional uponthe results are subject to correction“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003,
2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012(preposition) under the condition thatwe accept, subject to her agreement“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012(foll by to) to cause to undergo the application
(of)they subjected him to tortureto expose or render vulnerable or liable (to some experience)he was subjected to great danger(foll by to) to bring under the control or authority (of)to subject a soldier to disciplinerare, to subdue or subjugaterare, to present for consideration; submitobsolete, to place below“Collins English Dictionary — Complete &
Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012subjectable adjectivesubjectability nounsubjectless adjectivesubjectlike adjectivenonsubject nounpresubject verb (used with object)resubject verb (used with object)unsubject adjectivesubject-
like adjectiveOrigin of subject1First recorded in 1275-1325; (adjective) from Latin subjectus “placed beneath, inferior, open to inspection,” originally the past participle of subicere “to throw or place beneath, make subject,” replacing Middle English suget, from Old French; (noun) from Late Latin subjectum “grammatical or dialectical subject,”
replacing Middle English suget, as above; (verb) from Latin subjectare, frequentative of subicereOrigin of subject1C14: from Latin subjectus brought under, from subicere to place under, from sub- + jacere to throwSubject, theme, topic are often interchangeable to express the material being considered in a speech or written composition. Subject is a
broad word for whatever is treated in writing, speech, art, etc.: the subject for discussion. Theme and topic are usually narrower and apply to some limited or specific part of a general subject. A theme is often the underlying conception of a discourse or composition, perhaps not put into words but easily recognizable: The theme of a need for reform
runs throughout her work. A topic is the statement of what is to be treated in a section of a composition: The topic is treated fully in this section.Examples are provided to illustrate real-world usage of words in context. Any opinions expressed do not reflect the views of Dictionary.com.Another tip: When the subjects are big and in focus, the models
preserve faces better.Read more on The Wall Street JournalEven if you live elsewhere, VPN providers may be subject to government data requests."A dear friend who wore his genius lightly, he could, and did, turn his pen to any subject, challenging, moving and inspiring his audiences, borne from his own personal history," they said.Both ships are on
a list of ships subject to sanctions, according to London Stock Exchange data.“The subject matter of the play exists before the story and it is always something abstract,” Stoppard told the Paris Review in 1988.Read more on The Wall Street Journalsubjacentsubject
catalogBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqgrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day!© 2025 Dictionary.com, LLC A subject refers to an area or a field of study. It can be called a learning tool or the criteria by which we learn. More precisely, subjects are the parts
into which learning can be divided. A subject can also be defines as a branch of knowledge or a body of knowledge that is being provided to its learner. It is a field or sphere of knowledge in which the learner has chosen to specialise. It can sometimes be used synonymously with the term ‘discipline’ and can be referred to as a systematic instruction
given to the students in a particular area of learning that follows a specific code of conduct. The word ‘subject’ is also sometimes used synonymously with the term ‘topic’, though ‘topic’ is used in a smaller context; as there can be many topics in one single subject and so on. A subject or a field of study is a branch of knowledge that is taught and
researched at the school, college or university level. To start with, the most common subjects taught at school level are: English Regional Language(s) Maths Science Social Sciences Physical Education Computer Basics Arts (Drawing) Fields of study usually have several sub-disciplines or subjects. Largely, the subjects of study can be classified under
the following fields of study or broad disciplines: Humanities: The Humanities is the branch of learning consisting of academic disciplines that includes the arts, classics, philosophy and history etc., but not the maths or sciences. Humanities is also defined as the study the human condition, using methods that are primarily analytical, critical, or
speculative and not objective. Humanities studies mean to provide general knowledge and intellectual skills rather than occupational or professional skills. It can also be said that Humanities is an area of human interest that deal with arts and literature. The disciplines of the humanities include the following: History Languages and linguistics
Literature Performing arts Philosophy Religion and Religious studies Visual arts Social Sciences: Social Sciences can be defined as the study of human society and of individual relationships with and within the society. Simply put, social sciences are the academic fields or disciplines that study society. The term may, however, refer to the original
science of society established in 19th century, called sociology. Karl Marx and Max Weber are known to be the principal architects of modern social science read today. In other words, Social Sciences is scholarly or scientific discipline that deals with the study of sociology, psychology, anthropology, economics, political science and history and thus
includes: Anthropology Archaeology Area Studies Cultural and Ethnic Studies Economics Gender and Sexuality Studies Geography Political Science Psychology Sociology Natural Sciences: Natural Science is one of three divisions of science, the other two being the social sciences — psychology, sociology, economics, etc. — and the formal sciences —
mathematics, logic, and statistics. It is field of study or an academic discipline that uses a scientific method to study nature and whole of the universe. Some of the most fascinating of the natural sciences are physics and astronomy, the most quantitative fields in all of empirical science. The natural sciences are one of the most important and
interesting fields of human efforts and his endeavour to dig the unknown. The subject includes the study of: Chemistry Earth Sciences Life Sciences Physics Space Sciences Formal Sciences: Formal sciences are the branches of knowledge containing disciplines that are concerned with formal systems such as logic, mathematics, computer science,
information theory, systems theory, decision theory, statistics, etc to generate knowledge and impart learning. Unlike other sciences, the study of formal sciences are not based on mere observations, but instead on formal systems based on definitions and rules. The subjects of study include: Computer Sciences Logic Mathematics Statistics Systems
Science Professions and Applied Sciences: Applied Sciences are the study of the subjects and disciplines that deals with application of scientific knowledge to practical problems and to achieve desired results. Similarly, applied professions too deals with the application of design and aesthetics to our day-to-day lives. The discipline includes:
Agriculture Architecture and Design Business Divinity Education Engineering Environmental Studies and Forestry Family and Consumer Science Health Sciences Human Physical Performance and Recreation* Journalism, Media Studies and Communication Law Library and Museum Studies Military Sciences Public Administration Social Work
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