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Taxes	imposed	on	imported	or	exported	goods,	otherwise	called	tariffs,	have	been	central	to	U.S.	trade	policy	since	the	Constitution	came	into	effect	in	1789.	While	originally	intended	to	protect	domestic	industries	and	generate	revenue,	today	they	are	often	employed	as	economic	and	political	tools	to	influence	trade	relationships.	In	recent	years,
U.S.	tariffs	have	held	particular	significance	in	trade	disputes,	primarily	with	China.	Under	the	first	Trump	administration,	the	U.S.	imposed	tariffs	on	billions	of	dollars'	worth	of	Chinese	goods,	prompting	retaliatory	tariffs	on	American	products.	By	the	end	of	2024,	American	importers	had	paid	over	260	billion	U.S.	dollars	in	trade	war	duties.	In	the
early	months	of	his	presidency,	President	Trump	unveiled	an	aggressive	trade	agenda	centered	on	sweeping	tariffs	aimed	at	reshaping	U.S.	trade	relationships.	His	proposals	included	a	universal	10	percent	baseline	tariff	on	all	imports,	projected	to	generate	an	estimated	2.95	trillion	U.S.	dollars	in	revenue.	However,	in	early	April,	President	Trump
made	an	executive	order	to	implement	new,	widespread	tariffs	across	more	than	100	countries	in	what	he	called	“Liberation	Day”.	In	addition	to	the	baseline	tariffs,	Trump	also	announced	specific	tariffs	on	a	number	of	important	trading	partners,	such	as	the	European	Union,	China,	and	Vietnam,	which	account	for	over	40	percent	of	all	U.S.	imports.
Shortly	after,	Trump	announced	a	90-day	suspension	of	the	newly	introduced	tariffs.	However,	the	heightened	tariffs	on	Chinese	goods	remained	in	place,	resulting	in	China	imposing	counter-tariffs	on	a	range	of	American	exports,	including	coal,	liquefied	natural	gas,	machinery,	and	large	motor	vehicles.	In	anticipation	of	the	tariffs	scheduled	to	take
effect	on	April	5,	the	Dow	Jones	Industrial	Average	plunged	by	1,679	points,	or	a	decline	of	4	percent,	while	the	S&P	500	dropped	4.8	percent,	marking	its	worst	single-day	performance	since	2020.	The	sell-off	erased	over	three	trillion	U.S.	dollars	in	market	value	within	days,	eclipsing	several	historic	economic	crises.	While	U.S.	markets	sustained	the
heaviest	effects,	Trump’s	escalating	trade	war	lurched	global	financial	markets	into	the	steepest	downturn	since	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	with	global	market	capitalization	losing	ten	trillion	U.S.	dollars,	translating	into	over	half	of	the	entire	GDP	of	the	EU.	As	it	stands,	many	essential	imports,	such	as	medical	equipment,	raw	materials,	and	consumer
goods,	enter	the	U.S.	tariff-free	or	at	very	low	rates.	Trump’s	proposed	tariffs	on	all	imports	would	result	in	a	sharp	increase	in	the	overall	tariff	burden	due	to	previously	duty-free	goods	being	taxed	and	would	have	serious	repercussions	on	businesses,	consumer	prices,	American	industries	and	supply	chains.	For	example,	tariffs	on	steel	and
aluminum	can	raise	production	costs	for	U.S.	manufacturers,	which	could	then	lead	to	increased	prices	for	automobiles,	appliances,	and	construction	projects.	In	anticipation	of	these	potential	price	increases,	over	a	quarter	of	Americans	planned	to	make	certain	purchases	in	2025.	Shifting	North	American	trade	dynamics	Trade	between	the	U.S.,
Mexico,	and	Canada	is	deeply	connected,	with	the	United	States-Mexico-Canada	Agreement	(USMCA)	facilitating	high	volumes	of	trade	across	North	America.	The	U.S.	and	Mexico’s	trade	relationship	has	done	nothing	more	than	increase	in	the	past	two	decades.	In	fact,	the	total	trade	value	of	goods	between	the	two	countries	has	almost	tripled	from
2004	to	2023,	reaching	almost	800	billion	dollars.	Interestingly,	while	Mexico	led	in	overall	import	value,	Canada	demonstrated	its	importance	as	the	primary	import	partner	for	23	U.S.	states	in	2024.	The	total	value	of	U.S.	trade	in	goods	with	Canada	reached	an	impressive	774	billion	U.S.	dollars	in	2022,	421.1	billion	of	which	were	imports.	A	trade
deal	originally	designed	to	facilitate	free	trade	among	North	American	countries,	Trump’s	proposed	tariffs	would	directly	conflict	with	the	USMCA.	A	broad	tariff	would	override	certain	conditions	and	potentially	violate	the	agreement,	as	well	give	rise	to	retaliatory	tariffs	from	Mexico	and	Canada.	The	U.S.	automobile	industry,	for	example,	relies
heavily	on	supply	chains	across	all	three	countries	and	would	be	particularly	impacted	if	tariffs	were	imposed.	The	ripple	effect	tariffs	create	extends	beyond	North	America,	impacting	trade	relations	transnationally	and	shaping	economic	policy	for	years	to	come.	Number	of	U.S.	states	that	Canada	is	the	main	import	partner	of	23	Value	of	crude
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of	high-intensity	and	far-reaching	conflicts	dominate	global	affairs,	on	a	scale	not	seen	in	decades.	In	2025,	the	wars	in	Ukraine,	Gaza,	and	Sudan	will	each	enter	their	third	or	fourth	years,	with	peace	talks	proving	unsuccessful	thus	far.	The	last	year	has	also	seen	an	escalation	of	fighting	in	the	Eastern	DRC,	a	brief	conflict	between	the	nuclear
powers	of	India	and	Pakistan	in	May,	and	a	significant	expansion	of	the	broader	Middle	East	crisis.	The	largest	impacts	are	felt	in	terms	of	human	loss,	suffering,	and	destruction	–	hundreds	of	thousands	have	been	directly	killed	in	conflicts	in	the	2020s;	millions	more	have	been	injured,	displaced,	orphaned,	starved,	abused,	and	traumatized;	and	high
levels	of	destruction	mean	some	regions	may	never	fully	recover.	Many	countries	are	ramping	up	their	military	investment	and	capacities,	while	the	ripple	effect	of	these	wars	can	have	social	and	economic	impacts	across	the	globe,	but	rising	tensions	between	the	world’s	most	powerful	countries	has	hindered	diplomatic	and	humanitarian	responses	to
these	conflicts,	exacerbating	the	suffering	of	those	most	in	need.	Russia-Ukraine	war	The	Russia-Ukraine	War,	especially	since	Russia’s	full-scale	invasion	in	February	2022,	has	become	the	largest	conflict	in	Europe	since	the	Second	World	War.	Casualty	numbers	from	both	sides	remain	unclear,	but	Western	sources	believed	around	350,000	people
have	been	directly	killed	in	the	war	since	2022.	These	sources	give	a	breakdown	of	roughly	250,000	Russian	combatant	deaths,	with	several	hundred	civilian	losses;	while	Ukrainian	combatant	deaths	are	near	100,000,	with	up	to	15,000	civilian	losses.	The	total	number	of	casualties	(i.e.	fatalities,	injuries,	missing,	or	captured)	are	somewhere	around
one	million	on	the	Russian	side,	and	almost	500,000	on	the	Ukrainian	side.	Additionally,	over	five	million	Ukrainians	now	live	as	refugees	in	other	countries,	while	almost	four	million	were	internally	displaced	as	of	early	2025.	In	mid-2025,	Russia	controls	around	20	percent	of	territories	internationally	recognized	as	Ukraine.	Estimates	of	the	economic
damage	to	Ukraine	are	at	around	590	billion	U.S.	dollars,	which	is	three	times	Ukraine’s	pre-war	GDP.	Following	a	stalemate	through	2023,	Russia	made	incremental	territorial	gains	throughout	2024	and	into	2025.	Ukrainian	forces	did	launch	a	surprise	invasion	of	Russia’s	Kursk	region	in	August	2024,	taking	roughly	1,000km²	of	territory	in	less
than	one	week,	but	over	half	of	the	territory	was	retaken	by	December	and	Ukrainian	forces	only	retain	a	small	fraction	of	this	territory	as	of	mid-2025.	This	incursion	was,	in	part,	an	attempt	to	redirect	Russian	forces	from	high-priority	areas	of	Ukraine	and	create	opportunities	for	counteroffensives,	however	Russia	repelled	the	invasion	by	pulling
reinforcements	from	other	areas,	while	they	also	received	support	from	North	Korean	ground	forces.	2025	began	with	much	uncertainty	on	the	Ukrainian	side,	due	to	the	re-election	of	Donald	Trump,	who	regularly	criticized	U.S.	support	for	Ukraine.	Since	taking	office	in	January,	Trump’s	public	support	for	Ukraine	and	his	relationship	with	President
Zelenskyy	have	fluctuated,	particularly	after	February’s	televised	meeting	in	the	Oval	Office	saw	Trump	and	Vice	President	Vance	berate	Zelenskyy	on	TV,	while	deliveries	of	military	aid	have	also	faced	delays.	Nonetheless,	the	U.S.	remains	the	largest	supporter	of	Ukraine	internationally,	and	is	set	to	profit	from	a	new	long-term	minerals	and
resource	deal	agreed	in	April.	Other	Western	countries	have	increased	military	support	for	Ukraine	in	this	time,	and	as	the	war	has	progressed,	several	countries	have	lifted	weapons	restrictions	on	Ukraine,	now	permitting	it	to	use	these	weapons	to	strike	targets	in	Russia.	2025	has	seen	both	sides	increase	the	scale	of	missile	and	drone	attacks,	with
the	largest	drone	attacks	of	the	war	coming	in	the	first	half	of	2025.	This	heightened	intensity	may	be	a	sign	of	both	sides	trying	to	gain	leverage	for	peace	talks,	which	have	become	more	prominent	in	2025	–	these	resulted	in	a	three-week	ceasefire	on	energy	infrastructure	and	in	the	Black	Sea,	and	a	30-hour	ceasefire	at	Easter,	but	there	is	still	no
sign	of	a	more	permanent	agreement.	Israel-Palestine	As	of	mid-June	2025,	over	55,000	Palestinians	and	1,700	Israelis	(including	1,200	in	the	October	7th	attack)	have	been	killed	in	Israel’s	20-month	invasion	of	the	Gaza	Strip,	according	to	official	sources	from	Israel	and	Palestine.	However,	figures	from	other	sources	vary,	and	sources	such	as	the
UN	believe	Gaza’s	figure	to	be	a	vast	undercount	as	there	is	a	large	number	of	Palestinians	still	missing,	it	does	not	include	deaths	from	preventable	causes	such	as	disease,	malnutrition,	or	health	service	disruption.	In	Gaza,	the	destruction	and	lack	of	aid	has	created	one	of	the	largest	man-made	humanitarian	disasters	in	one	of	the	world’s	most
densely	populated	areas,	while	an	Israeli	blockade	has	severely	restricted	people	and	aid	from	crossing	Gaza’s	borders.	Over	90	percent	of	the	population	has	been	displaced	(many	multiple	times)	since	the	invasion	began,	and	all	in	Gaza	now	face	high	levels	of	food	insecurity,	with	almost	a	quarter	at	risk	of	famine.	Over	70	percent	of	all	structures
(including	92	percent	of	housing)	have	been	destroyed	or	damaged,	while	over	half	of	Gaza’s	hospitals	and	healthcare	facilities	are	closed,	and	those	in	operation	are	only	partially	functional.	Israel	launched	its	invasion	with	the	aim	of	defeating	Hamas	and	freeing	the	251	hostages	taken	on	October	7th	–	as	of	mid-June,	53	hostages	remain	in	Gaza,
although	just	23	are	presumed	to	be	alive.	In	its	fight	with	Hamas,	the	Israeli	Defense	Force	(IDF)	has	lost	approximately	425	soldiers	since	October	2023,	and	claims	to	have	killed	over	20,000	Hamas	fighters.	2025	began	with	a	two-month	ceasefire	in	Gaza,	in	a	deal	that	would	see	the	remaining	Israeli	hostages	freed	in	several	phases,	in	exchange
for	thousands	of	Palestinian	prisoners,	increased	aid	deliveries,	and	plans	of	further	negotiations	for	a	permanent	ceasefire.	The	ceasefire	did	not	move	beyond	its	first	phase,	and	Israel	resumed	its	invasion	on	March	18.	In	January	2025,	Israel	also	banned	UNRWA	from	operating	in	Palestine,	as	it	accused	the	UN	aid	organization	(the	largest	in
Gaza)	as	being	a	front	for	Hamas	–	since	February,	the	Israel	and	U.S.-backed	Gaza	Humanitarian	Foundation	(GHF)	has	replaced	UNRWA,	but	has	also	faced	widespread	condemnation	from	other	aid	organizations	as	over	500	Gazans	have	been	killed	while	seeking	aid	from	GHF	sites	in	May	and	June.	The	conflict	in	Palestine	has	not	been	limited	to
Gaza,	with	a	significant	uptick	in	violence	in	the	West	Bank	since	October	2023,	resulting	in	over	1,000	Palestinian	deaths,	much	of	which	has	come	via	a	rise	in	settler	violence.	Middle	East	crisis	post-2023	Across	the	Middle	East,	thousands	have	been	killed	and	tens	of	thousands	injured	in	Israel’s	conflicts	with	Iran,	Lebanon,	Syria,	and	Yemen.	The
largest	share	of	these	deaths	occurred	in	Lebanon,	in	Israel’s	war	with	Hezbollah,	where	cross-border	attacks	saw	hundreds	of	deaths,	and	hundreds	of	thousands	evacuated	on	both	sides	of	the	border.	Fighting	escalated	with	Israel’s	two-month	ground	invasion	in	late	2024,	which	established	a	buffer	zone	deeper	into	Lebanese	territory,	before	the
ceasefire	was	agreed	in	November,	2024	(although	air	strikes	have	persisted).	To	the	east,	the	ouster	of	the	Assad	regime	in	Syria	in	December	2024	sent	shockwaves	across	the	region	and	was	immediately	followed	by	an	Israeli	incursion	beyond	the	Golan	Heights,	extending	its	buffer	zone.	A	series	of	air	strikes	against	the	former-government’s
military	bases	also	limited	the	new	government’s	ability	to	rearm	–	Israeli	airstrikes	have	continued	throughout	2025,	but	as	of	June	2025,	the	new	Syrian	government	appears	to	be	seeking	a	peace	agreement	with	Israel	as	part	of	its	postwar	reconstruction.	Further	afield,	Houthi	militia	in	Yemen	have	launched	numerous	missile	attacks	against	Israel
and	Western	cargo	ships	in	the	Red	Sea,	in	protest	to	Israel’s	actions	in	Gaza.	The	UK	and	U.S.	supported	Israel	in	their	retaliation	against	the	Houthis	throughout	2024;	hostilities	subsided	during	the	Gaza	ceasefire	this	year;	then	a	series	of	U.S.	attacks	from	March	to	May	were	followed	by	a	ceasefire,	which	has	largely	held	until	July.	The	most
significant	development	in	2025,	however,	has	been	Israel’s	12-day	war	with	Iran.	Iran	and	Israel	had	engaged	in	a	series	of	more	targeted	back-and-forth	attacks	throughout	2024;	these	were	limited	compared	to	Israel’s	other	offensives,	but	were	effective	in	taking	out	key	leaders	in	Iran’s	sphere	of	influence	and	weakening	its	air	defenses.	On	June
13.	2025,	Israel	then	launched	a	surprise	wave	of	aerial	attacks	(supported	by	Israeli	agents	in	Iran)	that	further	weakened	its	air	defenses,	before	killing	several	notable	military	and	political	leaders,	as	well	as	many	of	Iran’s	top	nuclear	physicists.	Israel	claimed	its	goal	was	to	prevent	Iran	from	developing	nuclear	weapons,	even	though	Iran	and	the
U.S.	had	scheduled	negotiations	regarding	Iran’s	nuclear	program	for	June	15,	which	were	then	cancelled.	Over	the	following	days,	both	Israel	and	Iran	engaged	in	back-and-forth	airstrikes;	casualty	estimates	are	unclear,	but	Iranian	sources	claim	to	have	suffered	between	600	and	1,000	fatalities,	while	around	30	Israelis	were	killed,	and	thousands
more	were	injured	on	both	sides.	The	United	States	also	joined	in	Israel’s	attack	on	June	22,	with	three	major	strikes	on	Iranian	nuclear	facilities.	The	strike	on	Iran’s	primary	enrichment	facility,	Fordow,	was	especially	noteworthy,	as	it	is	deep	underground	(an	unknown	distance),	and	the	United	States	is	believed	to	be	the	only	country	with	weapons
capable	of	reaching	it	–	however,	the	effectiveness	of	the	strikes	on	Iran’s	nuclear	program	remains	unclear.	Iran	retaliated	with	strikes	on	a	U.S.	base	in	Qatar,	and	there	was	much	concern	that	this	would	escalate	into	a	major	conflict	between	the	U.S.	and	Iran,	but	a	ceasefire	between	Iran	and	Israel	took	effect	from	June	24	and	hostilities	have
since	subsided.	Sudan	civil	war	The	Sudanese	Civil	War	entered	its	third	year	in	April,	and	in	absolute	numbers,	it	is	now	the	world’s	largest	humanitarian	crisis.	There	is	no	official	death	toll,	but	late-2024	estimates	claimed	150,000	civilian	deaths,	while	the	total	combatant	and	civilian	death	tolls	in	mid-2025	are	certainly	much	higher.	Over	nine
million	people	have	been	internally	displaced	since	fighting	began,	with	three	million	more	fleeing	to	neighboring	countries.	Sudan	has	an	estimated	population	of	around	50	million,	with	around	two-thirds	of	these	in	need	of	assistance	as	of	mid-2025,	and	its	incredibly	young	population	means	that	16	million	of	those	in	need	are	children.	The	war	has
been	overshadowed	by	rampant	human	rights	violations,	with	several	international	sources	determining	that	the	Rapid	Support	Forces	and	its	allies	have	committed	acts	of	genocide	in	Darfur,	in	addition	to	other	massacres,	mass	rapes,	and	war	crimes.	Malnutrition	is	also	extensive,	and	Sudan	is	one	of	the	only	places	in	the	world	confirmed	to	be
facing	famine.	In	January	2025,	the	Sudanese	Doctor’s	Union	reported	that	522,000	infants	had	died	due	to	malnutrition	in	just	over	18	months	of	war	-	before	2023,	Sudan	already	had	one	of	the	highest	infant	mortality	rates	in	the	world,	with	some	60,000	infant	deaths	annually.	While	most	of	these	deaths	are	not	included	in	conflict	casualty
statistics,	this	spike	is	just	one	of	countless	examples	of	how	the	conflict	is	exacerbating	the	myriad	of	challenges	already	facing	the	Sudanese	population.	The	war	began	in	April	2023,	when	the	Rapid	Support	Forces	(RSF)	broke	away	from	the	Sudanese	Armed	Forces	(SAF),	who	had	been	leading	the	government	since	their	military	coup	in	2021.
This	is	Sudan’s	third	civil	war	since	achieving	independence	from	Britain	in	1956,	and	the	country	has	consistently	been	one	of	the	most	unstable	nations	in	the	world	since	independence,	with	more	coup	d'états	and	attempted	coups	than	any	other	country	since	WWII.	For	the	Sudanese	people,	decades	of	instability	and	corruption	meant	that	neither
side	had	widespread	public	support	at	the	beginning	of	the	civil	war,	however	the	severe	human	rights	violations	of	the	RSF	have	gradually	swung	support	more	in	favor	of	the	SAF.	2024	ended	with	a	de-escalation	of	fighting,	as	both	sides	regrouped	and	rearmed,	before	2025	saw	some	of	the	deadliest	phases	of	the	war.	As	of	mid-2025,	the	RSF
controls	most	of	the	country’s	southwestern	quartile	(Darfur),	while	the	SAF	controls	most	of	the	rest,	including	the	capital,	Khartoum.	Control	of	Khartoum	was	a	focal	point	of	the	war,	but	the	SAF	recapture	of	the	city	in	March	2025	was	seen	as	a	significant	milestone.	Most	of	2025	has	seen	both	sides	consolidate	control	in	their	respective	regions,
although	the	RSF	did	expand	the	northwestern	front	in	June	2025	by	pushing	in	from	Libya,	with	support	from	the	Libyan	National	Army.	Although	it	is	a	civil	war,	there	is	a	notable	international	element,	with	Libya,	Kenya,	and	the	UAE	supporting	the	RSF;	Egypt,	Turkey,	and	Saudi	Arabia	supporting	the	SAF;	while	there	is	evidence	of	both	sides
receiving	support	from	Russia,	Iran,	and	China	at	various	points	–	it	should	be	noted	that	many	of	these	countries	deny	official	involvement	in	the	conflict	due	to	a	UN	arms	embargo.	Additionally,	rising	tensions	in	South	Sudan	this	year	have	led	to	fears	of	another	civil	war	breaking	out	in	the	region	-	although	this	stems	from	an	entirely	different
issue,	it	would	undoubtedly	lead	to	a	spillover	and	amalgamation	of	the	two	conflicts.	The	dismantling	of	USAID	and	cuts	to	other	international	aid	budgets	have	also	had	a	catastrophic	effect	on	the	humanitarian	situation	in	Sudan,	directly	contributing	to	the	rising	death	toll	from	food	and	nutritional	shortages.	Control	over	water,	food,	medical
supplies,	energy,	and	more	have	become	key	priorities	for	both	sides	fighting	in	the	civil	war,	who	use	this	to	leverage	their	control	in	their	respective	regions.	Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo	2025	saw	an	escalation	of	the	conflict	in	the	eastern	Democratic	Republic	of	Congo;	an	area	plagued	by	decades	of	insurgencies,	fighting,	and	instability.
Over	7,000	people	were	killed	as	a	direct	result	of	the	conflict	in	January	and	February	2025,	however,	the	broader	conflict	and	its	disruption	to	humanitarian	aid,	food	supplies,	and	healthcare	services	means	the	true	death	toll	is	much	higher.	Estimates	suggest	over	five	million	people	are	internally	displaced	in	the	three	most-affected	provinces,
Ituri,	North	Kivu,	and	South	Kivu,	of	the	DRC’s	total	6.9	million	IDPs.	The	paramilitaries	involved	have	been	accused	of	war	crimes	and	rampant	abuses,	with	high	rates	of	sexual	violence,	extrajudicial	killings,	and	looting;	although	the	governmental	and	allied	forces	have	also	been	accused	of	abuses.	The	region	is	along	the	DRC’s	borders	with
Uganda,	Rwanda,	and	Burundi,	where	armed	groups	fight	for	control	of	lucrative	mines	producing	resources	such	as	coltan,	gold,	and	tin.	This	artisanal	and	small-scale	mining	is	characterized	by	unsafe	working	conditions,	abuse,	and	exploitation;	but	for	much	of	the	region’s	population,	including	many	children,	it	is	the	only	opportunity	for
employment.	The	current	phase	of	this	conflict	is	generally	viewed	as	starting	with	the	M23	(March	23	Movement)	insurgency	of	2022.	M23	is	the	largest	member	of	the	Congo	River	Alliance	of	paramilitaries,	and	there	is	widespread	evidence	of	it	being	supported	by	the	Rwandan	government,	including	reports	of	up	to	12,000	Rwandan	ground	troops
fighting	alongside	M23	in	2025	-	the	Rwandan	government	repeatedly	denied	these	claims.	Things	escalated	when	M23	took	the	regional	capital,	Goma,	in	a	surprise	attack	in	late-January	2025,	and	then	the	second-largest	eastern	city,	Bukavu,	three	weeks	later.	Both	cities	lie	at	the	opposite	ends	of	Lake	Kivu,	directly	on	the	Rwandan	border	-	the
DRC’s	vast	size,	topography,	and	lacking	infrastructure	greatly	inhibits	the	Kinshasa	government’s	ability	to	respond.	The	government	was	supported	by	thousands	of	troops	from	both	Burundi	and	a	combined	South	African,	Tanzanian,	and	Malawian	peacekeeping	force,	but	most	of	these	were	withdrawn	by	March	2025.	The	presidents	of	the	DRC
and	Rwanda	both	called	for	a	ceasefire	in	March,	before	months	of	negotiations	resulted	in	U.S.-mediated	peace	and	trade	deals	between	both	countries	in	June.	However,	these	deals	did	not	include	M23	or	the	Congo	River	Alliance,	and	it	remains	to	be	seen	whether	they	can	hold	power	in	the	region	moving	forward.	India-Pakistan	Conflict	One	of
the	more	worrying	developments	of	the	year	was	the	four-day	conflict	between	India	and	Pakistan	in	May.	Since	partition	in	1947,	relations	have	been	fairly	hostile	between	the	neighbors,	with	both	engaging	in	several	short	conflicts,	usually	regarding	the	disputed	Kashmir	region	to	the	north.	Both	are	nuclear	powers;	India	is	the	world’s	most
populous	country,	Pakistan	fifth;	India	has	the	world’s	second	largest	active	military,	Pakistan	seventh	-	a	full-scale	war	between	the	two	would	undoubtedly	have	devastating	consequences	with	global	repercussions.	On	April	22.	2025,	separatists	in	Indian-administered	Kashmir	carried	out	a	terror	attack,	killing	26	civilians,	specifically	targeting
Hindu	tourists.	In	response,	on	May	7,	India	launched	a	wave	of	attacks	against	military	and	paramilitary	targets	in	Pakistan,	who	it	accused	of	supporting	the	terror	attack.	Pakistan	denied	this	and	retaliated	in	turn	with	its	own	attacks.	Over	the	following	four	days,	both	sides	exchanged	a	series	of	missile	attacks,	drone	attacks,	as	well	as	ground
skirmishes,	resulting	in	almost	30	deaths	in	India	(not	including	the	April	22	attack),	and	over	50	in	Pakistan,	with	roughly	75	percent	of	these	civilian	deaths.	A	ceasefire	was	agreed	on	May	10,	and,	despite	some	violations	the	following	day,	it	has	held	firm,	with	cross-border	relations	largely	returning	to	pre-conflict	norms.	Myanmar	Civil	War	Since
2021,	Myanmar’s	civil	war	has	resulted	in	over	80,000	deaths,	over	three	million	people	internally	displaced,	and	another	million	people	fleeing	the	country.	Myanmar	has	a	population	of	roughly	55	million	people,	is	one	of	the	poorest	countries	in	Asia,	and	since	independence	in	1948	it	has	experienced	a	near-permanent	series	of	insurgencies	across
the	country.	The	current	war	is	considered	the	most	fragmented	in	the	world,	involving	at	least	1,600	different	ethnic	and	political	groups	with	a	multitude	of	alliances	and	goals.	The	largest	force	is	the	Burmese	military,	the	Tatmadaw,	who	took	control	of	the	government	in	a	coup	in	2021,	following	a	decade	of	democratization,	and	their	seizure	of
power	saw	major	public	protests	and	an	escalation	of	fighting	across	the	country.	The	Burmese	government-in-exile	(NUG)	overwhelmingly	supports	the	rebels.	Throughout	the	civil	war,	the	military	junta	has	been	accused	of	numerous	war	crimes,	including	the	use	of	chemical	weapons,	bombing	of	civilians,	and	destruction	of	property,	as	well	as
crimes	against	humanity	such	as	wartime	sexual	violence,	extrajudicial	killings,	and	torture.	In	2023	and	2024,	junta	control	shrunk	significantly	to	just	one	fifth	of	Myanmar’s	total	territory,	although	it	remains	the	largest	force	in	the	war	and	it	controls	the	largest	cities	and	most	major	ports	as	of	mid-2025.	China’s	influence	in	the	war	has	gradually
increased,	especially	along	its	border,	and	it	is	believed	to	be	supporting	the	Tatmadaw	in	fear	that	its	defeat	would	destabilize	Myanmar	further.	A	severe	earthquake	in	March	led	to	various	ceasefires	in	April,	as	the	war	had	made	delivery	of	humanitarian	aid	extremely	difficult,	although	many	of	these	were	broken.	Various	rebel	groups	used	the	de-
escalation	to	highlight	their	state-building	capabilities,	by	distributing	aid,	reopening	schools,	and	establishing	medical	centers.	In	contrast,	the	Tatmadaw	has	used	this	time	to	regroup	and	launch	a	series	of	targeted	attacks	in	key	areas.	Insurgencies	in	Sub-Saharan	Africa	In	West	Africa,	various	Islamist	groups	are	active	in	Niger,	Mali,	and	Burkina
Faso,	including	the	Jama’at	Nusrat	al-Islam	wal-Muslimin	(JNIM)	and	the	Islamic	State,	with	14	percent	of	Mali’s	population	exposed	to	conflict.	All	three	countries	have	seen	military	coup	d’etats	over	the	past	five	years,	as	part	of	the	coup	belt	that	stretches	across	West	Africa,	Central	Africa,	and	the	Sahel,	with	the	new	rulers	cooperating	with	the
Russian	mercenary	group	Wagner	to	fight	the	insurgents,	but	they	have	not	been	able	to	stabilize	the	countries	so	far.	Experts	fear	that	terrorist	activity	will	spread	to	other	countries	in	the	region,	such	as	Ghana,	Cote	d’Ivoire,	and	Benin.	Meanwhile,	the	new	leaders	in	Mali,	Niger,	and	Burkina	Faso	have	turned	on	the	former	colonial	power	France
as	well	as	the	U.S.,	expelling	soldiers	that	were	based	there,	signalling	a	major	shift	in	approach	toward	the	West.	Elsewhere,	northern	Nigeria	has	been	plagued	by	Islamist	groups	such	as	Boko	Haram	and	the	IS,	as	well	as	by	bandit	groups.	The	Nigerian	military	has	been	unable	to	enforce	security	in	the	region,	their	brutal	tactics	often	making
matters	worse.	Furthermore,	the	Cameroonian	Army	is	fighting	anglophone	separatists	in	the	northwest	of	the	country,	displacing	over	700,000	people.	The	IS	has	also	been	active	in	northeastern	Mozambique,	where	they	have	been	fighting	government	forces	since	2017.	Additionally,	the	country	has	been	in	turmoil	after	a	disputed	general	election
in	October	2024.	Demonstrations	against	the	election	result	have	been	brutally	suppressed	by	the	state,	with	at	least	250	reported	dead.	Daniel	Chapo	of	the	FRELIMO	party,	a	party	that	has	ruled	the	country	since	its	independence	from	Portugal	in	1975,	was	declared	winner	of	the	election.	Elsewhere,	in	Somalia,	Al-Shabaab	continues	to	wreak
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2025)Leading	countries	based	on	Facebook	audience	size	as	of	February	2025	(in	millions)	[Graph],	We	Are	Social,	&	DataReportal,	&	Meltwater,	February	5,	2025.	[Online].	Available:	With	over	60	national	elections	set	to	take	place,	2024	has	been	a	defining	year	for	global	politics.	Among	the	more	highly	anticipated	national	elections	was	the
United	States	presidential	election	on	November	5th.	While	originally	on	track	to	be	a	relatively	unremarkable	campaign	season	due	to	the	predictability	of	the	primary	elections,	events	that	followed	disrupted	this	expectation,	resulting	in	a	far	more	consequential	and	closely	contested	race	than	initially	anticipated	between	Kamala	Harris	and	Donald
Trump.	Throughout	the	election	cycle,	polls	in	swing	states	Arizona,	Georgia,	Michigan,	Nevada,	North	Carolina,	Pennsylvania,	and	Wisconsin	showed	an	extremely	tight	race,	with	many	experts	considering	it	too	close	to	call.	Due	to	the	close	nature	of	the	race,	people	were	not	expecting	to	see	results	until	days	after	the	election.	However,	in	the
early	hours	of	Wednesday,	November	6,	Donald	Trump	received	the	minimum	requirement	of	electoral	votes	to	secure	the	presidency	once	again.	Additionally,	results	showed	Trump	winning	the	popular	vote	across	the	country,	marking	the	first	time	a	Republican	candidate	has	won	the	majority	of	votes	since	2004.	The	rematch	that	never	was	Forced
to	come	to	terms	with	his	slim	chances	at	winning	in	November,	President	Biden	announced	on	July	21	that	he	would	end	his	bid	for	reelection.	With	just	over	three	months	until	Election	Day,	Biden’s	decision	not	to	run	for	a	second	term	turned	what	would	have	been	a	rematch	between	the	two	2020	candidates	into	an	uncertain	race,	leading	many
Democrats–	including	Biden	himself–	to	show	support	for	Vice	President	Kamala	Harris’s	candidacy.	She	was	officially	named	the	Democratic	nominee	at	the	Democratic	Convention	on	August	19	through	22.	In	early	August,	Harris	announced	Minnesota	Governor	Tim	Walz	as	her	running	mate	for	the	election	in	November.	The	Republican	National
Convention	saw	the	official	confirmation	of	Donald	Trump	as	Republican	presidential	nominee	and	J.D.	Vance	as	his	running	mate.	Throughout	his	campaign,	Trump	was	the	target	of	two	assassination	attempts,	marking	the	first	presidential	assassination	attempt	in	the	U.S.	since	Ronald	Reagan	in	1981.	Since	his	presidency,	Trump	faced	numerous
legal	challenges,	including	questions	about	his	election	eligibility,	two	House	impeachments,	and	nearly	100	criminal	charges	related	to	election	interference,	attempting	to	overturn	the	2020	election	results,	and	falsifying	records.	On	May	30,	2024,	he	was	convicted	on	34	felony	counts	for	falsifying	business	records	linked	to	a	2016	sex	scandal.
Despite	being	the	first	U.S.	president	to	be	a	convicted	felon,	he	remained	eligible	for	reelection	and	maintained	strong	Republican	support,	with	many	viewing	the	charges	as	politically	motivated.	What	issues	were	most	important	to	voters?	Economic	issues,	especially	job	creation,	are	central	in	U.S.	politics,	with	presidential	success	often	linked	to
employment	growth.	Policies	on	tax	reform,	deregulation,	and	infrastructure	investment	are	crucial	because	they	shape	job	markets,	business	climates,	and	inflation.	While	the	economy	has	been	strengthening,	many	Americans	have	not	felt	this	in	their	daily	lives,	with	inflation	impacting	the	cost	of	living	across	the	country.	According	to	exit	polls	in
key	states,	almost	90	percent	of	voters	who	considered	the	economy	their	most	important	issue	voted	for	Donald	Trump.	Other	significant	economic	indicators	among	voters	have	been	taxes	and	government	spending.	While	Republicans	would	prefer	to	see	government	spending	on	programs	like	Social	Security	or	Medicare	reduced,	those	in	the
Democratic	Party	are	more	likely	to	advocate	raising	taxes	on	the	richest	individuals	to	compensate	for	the	deficit.	Despite	the	tendency	of	both	parties	to	blame	each	other	for	financial	issues	affecting	the	nation,	a	significant	amount	of	debt	has	been	accrued	under	presidents	of	both	parties.	While	Trump	voters	were	more	concerned	with	economic
issues,	abortion	remained	particularly	charged	among	Harris	voters.	The	2022	Supreme	Court	decision	to	overturn	Roe	v.	Wade,	granting	states	the	power	to	completely	ban	abortion,	was	a	mobilizing	force	for	voters,	and	remained	a	determining	issue	for	many	up	to	Election	Day.	Other	important	issues	among	voters	included	climate	change,
healthcare	access,	LGBTQ	rights,	gun	rights,	and	immigration.	Immigration,	a	longstanding	national	debate,	has	seen	growing	support	for	restrictive	policies	among	Republicans	and	for	more	open	policies	among	Democrats.	This	increasing	polarization	has	stalled	meaningful	reform,	fueling	dissatisfaction	across	the	political	spectrum.	Early	turnout
and	exit	polls	As	of	early	October	2024,	only	around	one-third	of	polled	Americans	were	extremely	enthusiastic	about	voting	for	president	in	the	election.	This	widespread	lack	of	enthusiasm	surrounding	the	two	major	presidential	nominees	led	to	increased	interest	in	alternative	options.	Over	half	of	Generation	Z	and	Millennials	now	identify	as



independent,	indicating	a	shift	in	political	alignment	among	younger	voters.	Moreover,	more	than	40	percent	of	these	younger	voters	considered	casting	their	ballots	for	an	independent	candidate	in	the	election,	suggesting	a	broader	trend	of	disillusionment	with	the	current	political	system,	and	likely	explanation	for	the	lagging	registration	among
young	eligible	voters	across	the	country	compared	to	2020.	Throughout	the	weeks	leading	up	to	the	presidential	election,	early	voting	began	in	almost	all	states,	with	over	80	million	ballots	being	cast	nationally	as	of	Election	Day.	On	November	5,	almost	nine	million	mail-in	and	early	in-person	votes	had	been	cast	in	the	state	of	Texas,	roughly	eight
percent	of	the	total	early	votes	nationally.	Although	former	President	Trump	expressed	distrust	of	early	voting,	only	a	slightly	smaller	share	of	early	votes	were	cast	by	Republicans	than	by	Democrats.	As	one	of	the	Trump	campaign's	most	targeted	demographics,	it	did	not	come	as	a	surprise	that	Trump	received	significantly	more	support	from	young
male	voters	on	election	day	than	in	2020.	Additionally,	Trump	made	significant	gains	among	Latino	voters,	reflecting	what	many	have	considered	a	seismic	shift	in	loyalty	across	historically	Democrat-leaning	communities.	Number	of	registered	voters	in	the	U.S.	161.42m	Estimated	number	of	toss-up	electoral	votes	82	Share	of	adults	aged	35	to	49
motivated	to	vote	in	2024	than	2020	in	the	U.S.	46%	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	presidential	election	results:	number	of	Electoral	College	votes	earned	2024	U.S.	presidential	election	results:	number	of	Electoral	College	votes	earned	2024Presidential	election	results	in	the	United	States	as	of	November	10,	2024,	by	number	of	Electoral	College	votes
earned	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	Senate	election	results:	number	of	seats	2024,	by	party	U.S.	Senate	election	results:	number	of	seats	2024,	by	partySenate	election	results	in	the	United	States	in	2024,	by	number	of	seats	earned	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	election	results	2024	by	number	of	seats	U.S.	House	of	Representatives
election	results	2024	by	number	of	seatsHouse	of	Representatives	election	results	in	the	United	States	as	of	November	25,	2024,	by	number	of	seats	earned	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	percentage	that	states	shifted	red	in	the	presidential	election	2024	U.S.	percentage	that	states	shifted	red	in	the	presidential	election	2024States	that	shifted	red	in	the
presidential	election	in	the	United	States	in	2024,	by	share	of	Republican	votes	compared	with	2020	Basic	Statistic	U.S.	presidential	election	swing	states	results	2024,	by	share	of	votes	U.S.	presidential	election	swing	states	results	2024,	by	share	of	votesPresidential	election	swing	state	results	in	the	United	States	as	of	November	10,	2024,	by	share
of	votes	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	presidential	election	state-by-state	results	2024,	by	share	of	Republican	votes	U.S.	presidential	election	state-by-state	results	2024,	by	share	of	Republican	votesPresidential	election	state-by-state	results	in	the	United	States	in	2024,	by	highest	share	of	Republican	votes	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	presidential	election	state-
by-state	results	2024,	by	share	of	Democratic	votes	U.S.	presidential	election	state-by-state	results	2024,	by	share	of	Democratic	votesPresidential	election	state-by-state	results	in	the	United	States	in	2024,	by	highest	share	of	Democratic	votes	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	most	important	issues	2025	U.S.	most	important	issues	2025Most	important	issue
for	adults	in	the	United	States	as	of	July	2025	Basic	Statistic	U.S.	deciding	issues	for	presidential	vote	2023,	by	party	U.S.	deciding	issues	for	presidential	vote	2023,	by	partyDeciding	issues	among	Americans	regarding	who	to	vote	for	in	the	2024	presidential	election	in	the	United	States	as	of	November	2023,	by	party	ideology	Basic	Statistic	U.S.
importance	of	taxes	and	government	spending	2024,	by	party	U.S.	importance	of	taxes	and	government	spending	2024,	by	partyPublic	opinion	on	the	importance	of	taxes	and	government	spending	in	the	United	States	in	2024,	by	party	identification	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	consumers	leading	inflationary	concerns	2022-2023	U.S.	consumers	leading
inflationary	concerns	2022-2023Leading	inflation	concerns	of	consumers	in	the	United	States	between	2022	and	2023	Basic	Statistic	U.S.	support	for	abortion	2024,	by	party	and	level	of	legalization	U.S.	support	for	abortion	2024,	by	party	and	level	of	legalizationShare	of	adults	in	the	United	States	who	support	abortion	in	2024,	by	political	party	and
level	of	legalization	Basic	Statistic	U.S.	public	perception	of	immigration	as	a	good	or	bad	thing	2005-2024	U.S.	public	perception	of	immigration	as	a	good	or	bad	thing	2005-2024Share	of	Americans	who	perceive	immigration	as	a	bad	or	good	thing	for	the	country	in	the	United	States	from	2005	to	2024	Basic	Statistic	U.S.	public	opinion	on	the
strictness	of	laws	covering	firearms	sale	1990-2024	U.S.	public	opinion	on	the	strictness	of	laws	covering	firearms	sale	1990-2024In	general,	do	you	feel	that	the	laws	covering	the	sale	of	firearms	should	be	made	more	strict,	less	strict,	or	kept	as	they	are	now?	Basic	Statistic	U.S.	climate	change	importance	2025,	by	party	U.S.	climate	change
importance	2025,	by	partyImportance	of	climate	change	and	the	environment	in	the	United	States	in	2025,	by	political	party	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	presidential	election	voting	method	2024,	by	age	U.S.	presidential	election	voting	method	2024,	by	ageVoting	method	for	the	presidential	election	in	the	United	States	in	2024,	by	age	Premium	Statistic
U.S.	presidential	election	voting	method	2024	U.S.	presidential	election	voting	method	2024Voting	method	in	the	2024	presidential	election	in	the	United	States	2024	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	percent	change	in	number	of	young	registered	voters	2020-2024,	by	state	U.S.	percent	change	in	number	of	young	registered	voters	2020-2024,	by	statePercent
change	in	number	of	young	registered	voters	in	the	United	States	from	2020	to	October	2024,	by	state	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	early	voting	in	presidential	election	2024,	by	vote	state	U.S.	early	voting	in	presidential	election	2024,	by	vote	stateNumber	of	mail-in	and	early	in-person	votes	cast	in	the	presidential	election	in	the	United	States	in	2024,	by
state	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	early	voting	in	presidential	election	2024,	by	party	U.S.	early	voting	in	presidential	election	2024,	by	partyShare	of	mail-in	and	early	in-person	votes	cast	in	the	presidential	election	in	the	United	States	as	of	November	5,	2024,	by	party	registration	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	early	voting	in	presidential	election	2024,	by	age
U.S.	early	voting	in	presidential	election	2024,	by	ageShare	of	mail-in	and	early	in-person	votes	cast	in	the	presidential	election	in	the	United	States	as	of	November	5,	2024,	by	age	Premium	Statistic	U.S.	early	voting	in	presidential	election	2024,	by	gender	U.S.	early	voting	in	presidential	election	2024,	by	genderShare	of	mail-in	and	early	in-person
votes	cast	in	the	presidential	election	in	the	United	States	as	of	November	5,	2024,	by	gender	Skip	to	main	contentstatista.comstatista.esstatista.destatista.fr	Statistics	Reports	Research	AI	New	Daily	Data	Services	Prices	&	Access	Business	Solutions	Academia	and	Government	Are	you	looking	for	infographics,	presentations	or	studies	that	are	directly
tailored	to	your	company?	Statista	Content	&	Design	prepares	your	data	visually	and	makes	complex	information	concise	and	easy	to	understand	for	your	target	audience.	Visit	Statista	Content	&	Design	Get	in	touch	with	us.	We	are	happy	to	help.	Jul	17,	2025	|	EmploymentIn	June	2025,	the	unemployment	rate	in	Australia	was	4.3	percent,	lower	than
the	pre-COVID-19	unemployment	rate	of	around	five	percent.	During	2020,	the	unemployment	rate	in	Australia	spiked	to	7.6	percent	amidst	the	country's	second	coronavirus	wave.	Unemployment	and	underemployment	rates	around	the	countryIn	the	middle	of	2023,	unemployment	around	the	country	hovered	between	2.9	and	4.2	percent,	with	South
Australia	leading	with	the	highest	rate	of	people	eligible	to	work	jobs	not	currently	employed.	New	South	Wales,	the	country’s	most	populous	state,	reported	the	lowest	rate	of	unemployment	at	the	time.	Underemployment,	however,	was	highest	in	Tasmania,	with	the	country	reporting	a	national	underemployment	rate	of	over	six	percent	in	June	2023.
Some	of	the	leading	difficulties	people	in	Australia	reported	as	barriers	to	finding	a	job	or	more	hours	included	too	many	other	applicants	for	available	jobs,	and	a	lack	of	necessary	training,	qualifications,	or	experience.	Leading	industries	for	employment	in	AustraliaAustralia’s	employment	landscape	is	made	up	of	a	wide	range	of	jobs;	however,	it	is
dominated	by	the	services	sector,	which	covers	a	range	of	industries,	including	healthcare,	education,	tourism,	and	professional	services.	Healthcare	and	social	assistance	remain	the	country’s	leading	employment	industry,	accounting	for	approximately	15	percent	of	employed	persons.	Employment	industries	varied	between	males	and	females	,	with
the	construction	industry	the	most	popular	employment	industry	for	males	in	2022,	while	close	to	one-quarter	of	employed	females	worked	in	the	healthcare	and	social	assistance	field.
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