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2) I borrowed Charles's pencil. I feel only sentence 2 is correct. Please let me know if my understanding is correct or not. Besides this, I am also wondering how we would pronounce "Charles's". I think it would be pronounced as "Charlses", is that correct? Similarly, "Prince's" should be pronounced as "Princes" in this case which would be a little
confusing as it would be similar to "Princess". Please let me which pronunciations would be correct. Thank you. There have been several threads on this topic. Both 1 and 2 are used. In RP, Charles is pronounced /tfa:1z/, and Charles's = /'tfa:1z1z/ Prince's / Princes is pronounced /'prinsiz/ Princess is /prin'ses/ so the two words are quite different. There
have been several threads on this topic. Both 1 and 2 are used. In RP, Charles is pronounced /tfa:1z/, and Charles's = /'tfa:1z1z/ Prince's / Princes is pronounced /'prinsiz/ Princess is /prin'ses/ so the two words are quite different. Thanks for the reply, it does clear the doubts about the pronunciations. And I made this thread because I couldn't find
anything about it when I searched it. :/ I am still waiting for other opinions on sentence 1 and 2, maybe one of them might be more correct (if not only correct). Both are very common. Some people prefer to write Charles', others Charles's. I think most people pronounce the extra syllable, even if they don't write it. I'll leave it to the experts to tell you
if one or the other is more correct. But your questions made me realize something interesting about my own usage of the possessive form for words ending in the letter "s". I always write them with the terminal "s" followed by an apostrophe, but with out a second "s". However, in speaking, I always pronounce both of them. Inconsistent, I know, but
that's how I do it. I remember learning as a child that the only time a name ending in 's' should not take a second 's' is if it were the name of a famous historical person, i.e. Jesus' not Jesus's, Socrates' not Socrates's. Additionally, my spell check just protested Jesus's, so it appears that other people shared my teacher's opinions. For all other names, the
second 's' should be included. If you read the sticky at the top of English Only, you'll see that panjandrum lists (click) the most frequently raised topics in this forum, and that this is one of them. By following his link, you'll find a number of previous threads [This question and the subsequent posts have been added to a previous thread on the same
topic. Please read down from the top. DonnyB - moderator] Hi As I searched online, both ways are correct when a proper noun ends in 's': Charles' car Charles's car And that it is a matter of personal preference. I wonder how they are pronounced and if there is any difference. I suppose the second one is [ Cha:lziz]. What about the first one? Last
edited by a moderator: Aug 29, 2019 Yes, you can pronounce it either with or without the extra syllable. I personally think that if you say it as Charles you should write Charles', while if you add an extra syllable you should write it as Charles's - but not everyone follows this. So you can do without 's and it still implies it. Charles' car [cha:1z] Charles's
[cha:1ziz]. One local book I consulted said: James' [djeimziz] It had this transcription and not [djeimz] Last edited: Aug 29, 2019 I would pronounce them 'Charlsiz' and 'Jamesiz' regardless of how they are spelt. (And I would spell them both with the apostrophe.) I would pronounce them 'Charlsiz' and 'Jamesiz' regardless of how they are spelt. I might
make exceptions. If there is a "James' Street", for example, I would almost certainly pronounce it as "James", without the "iz" ending, unless I knew locals pronounced it differently. However I pronounce both St James's Park (London) and St James' Park (Newcastle) as "Jamesiz". The pronunciation of the royal park in London is universal, I think, but
there are people who pronounce Newcastle United's football ground as "James" and this, apparently, is how the club say it should be pronounced. I almost always use just an apostrophe in writing, not adding a second letter "s". I would always pronounce place names and the like as they are 'correctly' or locally pronounced (if I know them), but in
contexts like the OP sentence, it would always be with the extra 'siz' syllable. I don't afford (singular) words ending in s any special privileges, adding and pronouncing the 's for each one. I don't have a problem saying Jezusiz or Mozesiz for Jesus's and Moses's but accept that many will object to that and they will omit the s in writing and
pronunciation. Hi everybody! I have a doubt about the construction of the anglosaxon genitve, when the name of the possessor ends in "-s" (but it is singular), how is it formed? Do we need to add a second "-s" after the apostroph? example: this is Charles' new car or this is Charles's new car Thanks in advance! For most English names that end in "s",
the possessive is formed by adding (and pronouncing) an apostrophe and another "s": Prince Charles's wife, Diana Thomas's bicycle Mrs. Harris's house The most common exception to this rule involves names taken from ancient languages: Moses' law Thanks GreenWhiteBlue, so you mean the Moses case is an exception? I have looked for it in many
differente books on grammar, and they don't say the same... for example, I have found "Saint James' Square", or sentences such as "He is Luis' doctor", which makes me be terribly confusde about... As far as I know, both are acceptable. I think "Charles' car" is more old-fashioned, where as adding a second 's' is more modern, perhaps in an effort to
regularise things. Personally, I use the 's', but I think it's a matter of choice. Coincidentially, when using the first example (Charles' car), would it be pronounced as if there were a second 's' after the apostrophe? As far as I know, both cases are pronounced in the same way, it is just a matter of written form... or, at least, it is what I was taught at
University... Thanks! From THIS SITE: Some writers will say that the -s after Charles' is not necessary and that adding only the apostrophe (Charles' car) will suffice to show possession. Consistency is the key here: if you choose not to add the -s after a noun that already ends in s, do so consistently throughout your text.... You will find that some
nouns, especially proper nouns, especially when there are other -s and -z sounds involved, turn into clumsy beasts when you add another s: "That's old Mrs. Chambers's estate." In that case, you're better off with "Mrs. Chambers' estate." I mean, it is pronounced the same as the plural of those words finished in a sibilant sound / s, z,/... That is, for
example, "house" / 'haus/, plural form, "houses". / hausiz / This words adds -/iz/ to form the plural, it is the same sound in that cases of genitive. Inquisitor, here is the rule as given by William Strunk in his 1918 classic The Elements of Style: Form the possessive singular of nouns with 's. Follow this rule whatever the final consonant. Thus write,
Charles's friend Burns's poems the witch's malice This is the usage of the United States Government Printing Office and of the Oxford University Press. Exceptions are the possessives of ancient proper names in -es and -is, the possessive Jesus', and such forms as for conscience' sake, for righteousness' sake. But such forms as Achilles' heel, Moses'
laws, Isis' temple are commonly replaced by the heel of Achilles the laws of Moses the temple of Isis The pronominal possessives hers, its, theirs, yours, and oneself have no apostrophe. This is in fact an old, and not a modern usage. For example, the senior palace of the British monarch is not "St. James' Palace", but instead is called "St. James's
Palace", and foreign ambassadors are still accredited to the "Court of St. James's." The square in London is in fact "St. James's Square", with the apostrophe + s on the end. Hi everybody! I have a doubt about the construction of the anglosaxon genitve, when the name of the possessor ends in "-s" (but it is singular), how is it formed? Do we need to add
a second "-s" after the apostroph? example: this is Charles' new car or this is Charles's new car Thanks in advance! The traditional rule was that a word in the singular which ended in a sibilant sound would have its possessive made by adding apostrophe-s: house/house's, boss/boss's, Davis/Davis's, Charles/Charles's. This would add a syllable to the
original word, with the s being pronounced as /s/ or /z/, depending upon the previous consonant. Exceptions to this, as noted elsewhere in this thread, were certain ancient names: Jesus/Jesus', Moses/Moses', Aristophanes/Aristophanes'. In these cases, the possessive form was pronounced the same as the original word. Things have changed, however.
While many, including me, still follow the traditional rules, there is a very strong tendency, especially in newspapers, for the possessive of a singular word of more than one syllable to be made by adding simply an apostrophe to the original word, so that house and boss would still have the possessive forms house's and boss's, but Davis would have the
possessive form Davis'. Some one-syllable names even form the possessive this way, including Charles, so that its possessive form would be Charles'. One of the reasons newspaper and editors seem to have picked this way of making possessives is that it gives the reader the opportunity of pronouncing the word he sees in writing with or without an
additional syllable, depending upon how he himself forms the oral form of the possessive. Since I would say "Charlz-uhz" for the possessive form of Charles, if I see Charles' book in print, I can pronounce it "Charlz-uhz book." Someone who pronounces Charles' the same as he does Charles could see Charles' book and pronounce it "Charlz book." In a
sense, these new rules simplify things, but there's a complication involving such one-syllable words as boss. I don't believe anyone pronounces the possessive of boss the same as he pronounces the word itself--people say "boss-uhz," not "boss" for the possessive--yet you occasionally see things written, including in edited copy, such as my boss' orders.
According to the traditional rules, this is wrong, but I believe it is also wrong according to the new rules. I would be surprised to find boss' considered correct by any modern style guide. (But if anyone knows of one which permits it, please let us know.) So in summary: Traditionally, the possessive of Charles is Charles's, pronounced "Charlz-uhz."
According to the new rules, the possessive of Charles is Charles', which can be pronounced either "Charlz" or "Charlz-uhz." Chuck works for Charles and Chuck's car sounds just fine for me. It saves the wear and tear on grammar rules. If Charles it must be then whether it is Charles' car or Charles's car you have a decent chance that the listener or
reader won't know the rule either. Chuck works for Charles and Chuck's car sounds just fine for me. It saves the wear and tear on grammar rules. If Charles it must be then whether it is Charles' car or Charles's car you have a decent chance that the listener or reader won't know the rule either. Hey, you risk causing offense if the Charles in question
prefers the nickname Charlie or does not care for nicknames at all (I believe the fictional Charles Emerson Winchester III of M*A*S*H would be an example of this last group). I do understand why people in this forum so often suggest bypassing a given grammatical, spelling, or pronunciation problem altogether by substituting a completely different
construction. But every time that is suggested, it strikes me as an unsatisfactory or at least incomplete answer, for this simple reason: Everyone has to quote someone else speaking at some time or other. When faced with the problem of transcribing "He said he had borrowed Charlz-uhz car" you would have to write the possessive one way or the
other, as Charles' or Charles's. You wouldn't have the luxury of avoiding the matter. Thanks everybody, especially to mplsray, for being so accurate, I love it! Inqui I was wondering about the use of 's as a pronoun. Example: A: Is that cellphone yours? B1: No, it's Charles'. B2: No, it's Charles's. Is there any difference? I was wondering about the use of
's as a pronoun. Example: A: Is that cellphone yours? Bl: No, it's Charles'. B2: No, it's Charles's. Is there any difference? If you say it, there's a massive difference. That's why I prefer the version with the two s's; it's what we say. A: Is that cellphone yours? -- B1: No, it's Charles' /nouv 1tz tfa:1z/ = You're mistaken, it's not a telephone, it's my friend
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