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In this guide, we will explore the 12 English tenses, providing clear formulas, rules, and practical examples to help you grasp each tense with confidence. Go slowly and you will get what you need for your exams, to improve your writing or simply to speak more fluently. Dive into the details and elevate your English proficiency with our simple guide!
Plus, dont forget to download your free English Tenses Formula PDF at the end of this article to have a handy reference at your fingertips!What are the 12 Different English Tenses ?The three main verb tenses are past, present, and future, and each tense is further divided into four grammatical aspects: simple, continuous, perfect, and perfect
continuous.12 English tenses chartAll English Tenses FormulaAll English Tenses Formulal. Present TenseThe Present Tense describes actions that are currently happening, habits, or general truths.a. Simple PresentUsage: Describes habitual actions, universal truths, and scheduled events.Examples:Affirmative: She writes a letter.Negative: She does
not write a letter.Question: Does she write a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + base verb (+ s/es) + objectNegative: Subject + does not + base verb + objectQuestion: Does + subject + base verb + object?Negative Question: Does + subject + not + base verb + object?b. Present ContinuousUsage: Indicates actions happening at the moment of
speaking or temporary situations.Examples:Affirmative: She is writing a letter.Negative: She is not writing a letter.Question: Is she writing a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + is/am/are + base verb + ing + objectNegative: Subject + is/am/are + not + base verb + ing + objectQuestion: Is/am/are + subject + base verb + ing + object?Negative
Question: Is/am/are + subject + not + base verb + ing + object?c. Present PerfectUsage: Describes actions that started in the past and have relevance to the present.Examples:Affirmative: She has written a letter.Negative: She has not written a letter.Question: Has she written a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + has/have + past participle (V3)
+ objectNegative: Subject + has/have + not + past participle (V3) + objectQuestion: Has/have + subject + past participle (V3) + object?Negative Question: Has/have + subject + not + past participle (V3) + object?d. Present Perfect ContinuousUsage: Highlights the duration of an action that began in the past and is still ongoing.Examples:Affirmative:
She has been writing a letter.Negative: She has not been writing a letter.Question: Has she been writing a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + has/have + been + base verb + ing + objectNegative: Subject + has/have + not + been + base verb + ing + objectQuestion: Has/have + subject + been + base verb + ing + object?Negative Question:
Has/have + subject + not + been + base verb + ing + object?2. Past TenseThe Past Tense is used to describe actions that have already happened.a. Simple PastUsage: Describes actions completed in the past or past habits.Examples:Affirmative: She wrote a letter.Negative: She did not write a letter.Question: Did she write a letter?
Structure:Affirmative: Subject + past verb (V2) + objectNegative: Subject + did not + base verb + objectQuestion: Did + subject + base verb + object?Negative Question: Did + subject + not + base verb + object?b. Past ContinuousUsage: Indicates an action that was ongoing at a specific time in the past.Examples:Affirmative: She was writing a
letter.Negative: She was not writing a letter.Question: Was she writing a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + was/were + base verb + ing + objectNegative: Subject + was/were + not + base verb + ing + objectQuestion: Was/were + subject + base verb + ing + object?Negative Question: Was/were + subject + not + base verb + ing + object?c.
Past PerfectUsage: Describes an action that was completed before another action in the past.Examples:Affirmative: She had written a letter before he arrived.Negative: She had not written a letter.Question: Had she written a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + had + past participle (V3) + objectNegative: Subject + had + not + past participle
(V3) + objectQuestion: Had + subject + past participle (V3) + object?Negative Question: Had + subject + not + past participle (V3) + object?d. Past Perfect ContinuousUsage: Describes an action that started in the past and continued until another past action.Examples:Affirmative: She had been writing a letter for an hour before he arrived.Negative:
She had not been writing a letter.Question: Had she been writing a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + had + been + base verb + ing + objectNegative: Subject + had + not + been + base verb + ing + objectQuestion: Had + subject + been + base verb + ing + object?Negative Question: Had + subject + not + been + base verb + ing + object?3.
Future TenseThe Future Tense is used to describe actions that have not yet happened but will happen in the future.a. Simple FutureUsage: Describes an action that will occur in the future.Examples:Affirmative: She will write a letter.Negative: She will not write a letter.Question: Will she write a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + will/shall + base
verb + objectNegative: Subject + will/shall + not + base verb + objectQuestion: Will/shall + subject + base verb + object?Negative Question: Will/shall + subject + not + base verb + object?b. Future ContinuousUsage: Indicates an action that will be ongoing at a specific time in the future.Examples:Affirmative: She will be writing a letter at 5 PM
tomorrow.Negative: She will not be writing a letter.Question: Will she be writing a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + will/shall + be + base verb + ing + objectNegative: Subject + will/shall + not + be + base verb + ing + objectQuestion: Will/shall + subject + be + base verb + ing + object?Negative Question: Will/shall + subject + not + be +
base verb + ing + object?c. Future PerfectUsage: Describes an action that will be completed before a certain point in the future.Examples:Affirmative: She will have written a letter by tomorrow.Negative: She will not have written a letter.Question: Will she have written a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + will/shall + have + past participle (V3)
+ objectNegative: Subject + will/shall + not + have + past participle (V3) + objectQuestion: Will/shall + subject + have + past participle (V3) + object?Negative Question: Will/shall + subject + not + have + past participle (V3) + object?d. Future Perfect ContinuousUsage: Describes an action that will be ongoing up until a specific time in the
future.Examples:Affirmative: She will have been writing a letter for two hours by the time he arrives.Negative: She will not have been writing a letter.Question: Will she have been writing a letter?Structure:Affirmative: Subject + will/shall + have been + base verb + ing + objectNegative: Subject + will/shall + not + have been + base verb + ing +
objectQuestion: Will/shall + subject + have been + base verb + ing + object?Negative Question: Will/shall + subject + not + have been + base verb + ing + object?English Tenses FormulaEnglish Tenses Formula PDF download12 English Tenses Structure PDF downloadenglish tenses, english tenses formula The Importance of Understanding Verb
TensesVerb tenses play a significant role in the English language as they indicate the timing of an action - whether it happened in the past, is happening in the present, or will occur in the future. They allow us to communicate effectively by providing clarity and precision in our speech and writing. Without a proper understanding of verb tenses, our
sentences can become confusing or inaccurate. Therefore, it is crucial to grasp the concept of verb tenses in order to express ourselves accurately in English.In addition to verb tenses, grammatical aspects further enhance our understanding of the timing and duration of an action. Aspects provide additional information about how an action relates to
a specific time frame. For example, the aspect of continuous or progressive indicates an ongoing action, while the perfect aspect indicates that the action is completed or has already happened in relation to another point in time.As we explore verb tenses, it's important to note that English has a total of twelve primary verb tenses. These twelve tenses
are formed by combining the four grammatical aspects (simple, continuous or progressive, perfect, and perfect continuous or progressive) with the three main timeframes: past, present, and future. By understanding these twelve verb tenses, you'll have a solid foundation for speaking and writing accurately in English.Let's take a look at some
examples to better understand the different verb tenses:Simple Present: I walk to school every day. (An action that is happening regularly in the present.)Present Continuous: She is reading a book right now. (An ongoing action happening in the present.)Present Perfect: They have visited Paris several times. (An action that happened at an unspecified
time in the past and has a connection to the present.)Present Perfect Continuous: We have been waiting for the bus for half an hour. (An ongoing action that started in the past and continues into the present.)By examining these examples, you can see how verb tenses combine with grammatical aspects to convey specific meanings and relationships
between actions and time frames.Having a strong grasp of verb tenses is essential for both native speakers and English learners. Proficiency in using verb tenses allows us to communicate accurately and effectively, ensuring that our message is understood exactly as intended.Understanding Verb Tenses: An Essential Guide to Communicating in
EnglishVerb tenses play a crucial role in English grammar as they indicate the timing and duration of an action. By understanding verb tenses, we can effectively convey information about past, present, and future events. However, verb tenses go beyond simply indicating timeframes; they also provide additional grammatical aspects that help us
convey the duration, sequence, and effects of actions. In this chapter, we will explore the main verb tenses and delve into the various grammatical aspects that enhance our ability to express ourselves accurately and precisely.Main Verb TensesThe main verb tenses in English are the past, present, and future tenses. These tenses form the foundation
of our communication, allowing us to speak about events that have already happened, events happening now, and events that are yet to occur. Let's take a closer look at each of these verb tenses: The past tense: This tense is used to describe actions or events that have already occurred in the past. For example: "She arrived at the party last night."
Here, the verb "arrived" indicates an action that took place in the past. The present tense: This tense is used to describe actions or events happening now or are generally true. For example: "He walks to work every day." In this sentence, the verb "walks" indicates an action that is currently happening or is a regular occurrence. The future tense: This
tense is used to describe actions or events that will happen in the future. For example: "They will travel to Europe next month." Here, the verb "will travel" indicates an action that is yet to occur.Additional Grammatical AspectsWhile the main verb tenses provide us with a basic understanding of an action's timing, additional grammatical aspects allow
us to convey more specific details about the action. Let's explore these aspects: The perfect tense: This tense is used to describe actions that were completed before a certain point in the past. For example: "I had finished my homework by the time she arrived." Here, the verb "had finished" indicates that the completion of the homework occurred
before the arrival. The progressive (or continuous) tense: This tense is used to describe actions that were in progress at a specific point in the past, present, or future. For example: "He is studying for his exams this week." In this sentence, the verb "is studying" indicates an ongoing action in the present. The perfect progressive (or perfect continuous)
tense: This tense is used to describe actions that were ongoing and completed before a certain point in the past, present, or future. For example: "They have been working on this project for months." Here, the verb "have been working" indicates that the action started in the past and is still ongoing.By utilizing these additional grammatical aspects,
we can provide more nuanced information about an action's duration, sequence, and effects on the present. This allows us to communicate with greater accuracy and precision, ensuring that our messages are clear and understandable.So, the next time you find yourself pondering over which verb tense to use, keep in mind that verb tenses go beyond
mere time indicators. They are powerful tools that enable us to express not only when an action takes place but also how long it lasts, its sequence of occurrence, and its impact on the present. Mastering verb tenses and their accompanying grammatical aspects will undoubtedly enhance your command of English and elevate your communication skills
to new heights.Tenses in English Grammar: A Comprehensive GuideUnderstanding tenses is essential for mastering English grammar. In this chapter, we will explore the various tenses in English and the rules that govern their usage. By the end of this chapter, you will have a solid grasp on the different tenses and be able to use them correctly in
your writing and speaking.The standard tense in English is the present tense. It is used to describe actions or states that are happening at the current moment. For example, the sentence "She is reading a book" uses the present continuous tense to indicate an ongoing action. On the other hand, the past and future tenses require changes or additions
to the root form of the verb.Each tense (past, present, future) has four different aspects that provide additional details about the action or state being described. These aspects include the simple, continuous, perfect, and perfect continuous tenses. Let's explore each aspect in more detail.Starting with the simple tense, it is the easiest to form and has
the fewest rules. It is used to describe general truths, habitual actions, and facts. For example, the sentence "I walk to school every day" uses the simple present tense to describe a habitual action.The perfect tense is used to describe actions that relate to other points in time, either completed or ongoing. It uses the auxiliary verb "have" with the past
participle of the main verb. For instance, the sentence "He has finished his homework" uses the present perfect tense to indicate a completed action in the past with a connection to the present.Continuous tenses are used to describe ongoing actions or actions that happen for a while before completion. However, it is important to note that stative
verbs like "wish," "like," "own," and "require" are usually not used with continuous tenses. An example sentence using the present continuous tense would be "They are watching a movie at the moment."The perfect continuous tense combines the perfect and continuous aspects to describe ongoing actions over a period of time. It uses the auxiliary
verb "have," the auxiliary verb "been," and the present participle of the main verb. One example of the present perfect continuous tense would be "She has been studying for two hours."In summary, the different tenses in English provide us with a way to accurately express the time and duration of actions or states. By understanding and mastering
these tenses, you will be able to communicate effectively in both written and spoken English.English Tenses: A Comprehensive GuideEnglish grammar can be a complex and often confusing subject for many learners. One area that often proves challenging is understanding the various tenses. Tenses are used to express the time of an action or event,
whether it happened in the past, is happening in the present, or will happen in the future. In English, tenses can be categorized into past, present, and future tenses, each serving a specific purpose in communication. In this chapter, we will explore the different types of tenses and their uses.Let's start by looking at the simple tense. This tense is used
to express actions or events that happened in the past, are happening in the present, or will happen in the future. It is the most basic form of expressing time in English. For example: I walked to the store yesterday. (Past tense) She eats dinner every night. (Present tense) They will go to the beach tomorrow. (Future tense)The simple tense doesn't
provide any additional information about the action or event; it simply states the time in which it occurs. This makes it a straightforward and commonly used tense in everyday speech and writing.Next, let's delve into the perfect tense. This tense is used to indicate actions or events that took place before another action or a specific point in time in the
past, present, or future. It adds a layer of specificity to the timing of an event. Consider these examples: I had already finished my homework when she called. (Past perfect tense) He has written three books in his career. (Present perfect tense) By this time next year, I will have graduated from college. (Future perfect tense)The perfect tense allows us
to convey information about the completion or duration of an action before or up to a certain point in time. It is useful for describing a past action that has an impact on the present or future.Now, let's move on to the continuous tense. This tense is used to describe actions or events that were happening in the past, are happening in the present, or will
be happening in the future. It emphasizes the ongoing nature of an action. Consider these examples: They were playing soccer when it started raining. (Past continuous tense) She is currently studying for her exams. (Present continuous tense) We will be traveling to Europe next month. (Future continuous tense)The continuous tense allows us to
highlight the duration or temporary nature of an action. It adds a sense of activity or progression to the verb, providing a more detailed picture of the situation.Lastly, let's explore the perfect continuous tense. This tense is used to express actions or events that started in the past and continue up to a certain point in the past, present, or future. It
combines the features of the perfect tense and the continuous tense. Consider these examples: They have been living in London for five years. (Present perfect continuous tense) She had been working on her project for hours when her computer crashed. (Past perfect continuous tense) We will have been waiting for an hour by the time they arrive.
(Future perfect continuous tense)The perfect continuous tense allows us to convey the duration or progress of an action that started in the past and is still ongoing. It adds a sense of continuity and endurance to the verb.Understanding the different tenses in English is essential for effective communication. The simple, perfect, continuous, and perfect
continuous tenses each serve a unique purpose in expressing the time, duration, and completion of actions or events. By mastering these tenses, you can enhance your language skills and convey your thoughts and experiences with precision and clarity.Past Tense in English Grammarln English grammar, the past tense is used to indicate actions that
were completed in the past. It is one of the essential tenses to understand in order to effectively communicate in English. Let's explore some key aspects of the past tense.Regular verbs form the simple past tense by adding -ed or -d to the end of the verb. For example: Walk - walked Jump - jumped Talk - talkedIrregular verbs, on the other hand, have
their own unique forms for the past tense. These verbs do not follow a set pattern. Some common examples of irregular verbs in the past tense are: Go - went Eat - ate See - saw Give - gaveAside from the simple past tense, there are other forms of the past tense that are used in different contexts.The past perfect, also known as the pluperfect, is used
to indicate an action that occurred before another past action. It is formed by using "had" + the past participle of the verb. For example: She had already finished dinner when I arrived. He had studied for hours before taking the test.The past continuous tense is used to describe ongoing actions in the past, especially if they were interrupted by
another action. It is formed by using the past tense of "to be" (was/were) + the present participle of the verb. For example: We were watching a movie when the power went out. They were playing soccer when it started raining.The past perfect continuous tense is used to describe ongoing actions in the past that were connected to another past action.
It is formed by using "had been" + the present participle of the verb. For example: She had been working for hours when her boss finally gave her a break. They had been waiting for the train for a long time before it finally arrived.Understanding and correctly using the past tense is crucial for expressing actions and events that occurred in the past.
By grasping the different forms and nuances of the past tense, you will be able to communicate effectively and accurately in English.Understanding Present Tense Verb FormsThe present tense is one of the most commonly used tenses in the English language, and it is important to have a solid understanding of its various forms and uses. In this
chapter, we will explore four forms of the present tense: simple present, present perfect, present continuous, and present perfect continuous. Each of these forms has its own unique purpose and usage. Let's delve into them in more detail.1. Simple PresentThe simple present tense is commonly used to talk about habits, routines, and general truths. It
describes actions that are regularly performed or facts that hold true in the present. For example, we use the simple present to talk about daily routines, such as "I wake up at 7 am every morning." It is also used for general truths like "The sun rises in the east."When forming the simple present tense, the verb generally stays the same for all subjects
except for the third-person singular pronouns (he, she, it), where an "s" or "es" is added to the end of the verb. For example, "I walk to work" versus "She walks to work."2. Present PerfectThe present perfect tense is used to describe actions that started in the past but have a connection to the present. It is often used for ongoing actions that have not
yet been completed. For example, "I have been studying for four hours" indicates that the studying started in the past and is still ongoing.The present perfect is also used to express actions that have been completed multiple times in the past and are likely to occur again in the future. For instance, "I have been to London several times." Additionally,
the present perfect tense can be used to emphasize the significance or relevance of a completed action. For example, "I have finished the report, and it is ready for submission."3. Present ContinuousThe present continuous tense is used to describe actions that are happening now or in the near future. It is formed by using the present tense of the verb
"to be" (am, is, are) followed by the present participle (-ing form) of the main verb. For example, "I am studying for my exam" or "She is cooking dinner."The present continuous tense is often used to express temporary actions or situations. It is also commonly used when referring to plans or arrangements for the near future. For instance, "We are
meeting at the park tomorrow."4. Present Perfect ContinuousThe present perfect continuous tense is used to describe ongoing actions that started in the past and continue into the present. It is often used to emphasize the duration or length of time that the action has been happening. For example, "I have been working on this project for two
weeks."The present perfect continuous tense is formed by using the present perfect of the verb "to be" (have/has been) followed by the present participle (-ing form) of the main verb. For instance, "She has been studying all day" or "They have been waiting for hours."Understanding the various forms of the present tense and their appropriate usage is
essential for effective communication in English. By mastering these verb forms, you will be able to accurately express actions, habits, and ongoing events in the present. Practice using different verbs and create your own examples to strengthen your grasp of these important verb forms.Using Future Tenses in English GrammarWhen it comes to
talking about events that haven't happened yet, English grammar offers a variety of future tenses. These tenses allow speakers to convey different nuances and time frames for future actions. In this chapter, we will explore the upcoming tense, the forthcoming optimal tense, the impending progressive tense, and the imminent progressive perfect
tense.The upcoming tense is used to talk about events that are anticipated to happen at a later time but have not yet occurred. For example: I'm going to travel to Europe next summer. She will start her new job next week.The forthcoming optimal tense, on the other hand, indicates an event that will have been completed in the future by a specified
time. It emphasizes the completion of an action before a certain point. Here are a couple of examples: By this time next week, I will have finished writing my novel. They will have completed the construction project by the end of the month.When a continuous action in the future needs to be emphasized, the impending progressive tense is used. This
tense is particularly useful when referring to events that will be happening continuously over a specific period, especially when a definite time is mentioned. Examples include: I will be studying for my final exams all weekend. They will be working on the project for the next two months.Lastly, the imminent progressive perfect tense portrays future
ongoing events that will continue up until a specific point. This tense is handy when discussing actions that will still be happening at a designated time. For instance: By the time you arrive, I will have been waiting for an hour. She will have been living in the city for five years by the end of this month.By understanding and using these future tenses
correctly, you can express various time frames and nuances of future actions in your writing and speaking. It's essential to choose the right tense to convey your intended meaning and ensure clarity in your communication.Understanding Verb Tenses: Past, Present, Future, and MoreVerb tenses play a crucial role in conveying when an action
occurred, whether it's in the past, present, or future. Understanding verb tenses is essential for maintaining clarity and accuracy in your writing. In this article, we will explore the three main verb tenses - past, present, and future - as well as the different grammatical aspects that can be used in conjunction with these tenses.There are four
grammatical aspects that can be applied to verb tenses: simple, continuous, perfect, and perfect continuous. When we combine the three time periods with these four aspects, we arrive at a total of twelve distinct verb tenses.The simple tenses, including the simple past, simple present, and simple future, indicate actions happening at different times.
For example: I played soccer yesterday. (Simple past tense) She writes in her journal every day. (Simple present tense) We will go to the beach next week. (Simple future tense)The perfect tenses, including the present perfect, past perfect, and future perfect, indicate completed actions that are relevant to different time periods. These tenses are
formed by combining the auxiliary verb "have" with the past participle of the main verb. For example: He has written three books. (Present perfect tense) We had already eaten dinner when she arrived. (Past perfect tense) By this time tomorrow, they will have finished the project. (Future perfect tense)The continuous tenses, including the present
continuous, past continuous, and future continuous, are used for ongoing actions that take time to complete. These tenses are formed by combining the verb "be" with the present participle of the main verb. For example: She is studying for her exam. (Present continuous tense) They were watching a movie when the power went out. (Past continuous
tense) We will be traveling to Europe next month. (Future continuous tense)The perfect continuous tenses, including the present perfect continuous, past perfect continuous, and future perfect continuous, describe ongoing actions that have been happening over a period of time. These tenses are formed by combining the auxiliary verb "have" with the
past participle of the verb "be" and the present participle of the main verb. For example: She has been working on this project for hours. (Present perfect continuous tense) They had been studying all night before the exam. (Past perfect continuous tense) By the time you arrive, I will have been waiting for two hours. (Future perfect continuous
tense)Having a strong grasp of the various verb tenses and their appropriate usage is key to effective communication. Whether you are writing an essay, an email, or a blog post, using the correct verb tense can greatly enhance the clarity and coherence of your writing.While mastering verb tenses can be a challenge, there are tools available to help
you. One such tool is Linguix.com, an online writing assistant and paraphrasing tool that provides real-time grammar, spelling, punctuation, style, and conciseness checks. Linguix can help you identify and correct verb tense mistakes, ensuring your written content is error-free and polished. The 12 English tenses with examples tell us when things
happen. They help us talk about actions in the past, present, and future. Each tense shows if something is finished, happening now, or will happen in the future.12 English TensesEnglish has 12 different tenses that help us talk about when things happen whether youre talking about something happening right now, something that already happened,
or something that will happen in the future. The 12 English tenses with examples are the key to communication. They show if an action is still happening, finished, or was ongoing at a certain time. Lets break them down into three tense periods past tenses, present tenses, and future tenses.1. Past TensesPast tenses have four categories: Past Simple,
Past Continuous, Past Perfect, and Past Perfect Continuous. Lets look at each of these categories individually with examples.A. Past SimpleStructure: Subject + past form of the verbExplanation: Past simple tenses describe actions that happened and finished in the past.Examples:I walked to school.I worked at home.I played tennis on the
weekends.Susan wrote articles for the news.Jonathan built houses for the government.B. Past ContinuousStructure: Subject + was/were + verb-ingExplanation: Past continous tenses describe actions that were ongoing in the past.Examples:I was walking to school.l was working at home.I was playing tennis on the weekends.Susan was writting
articles for the news.Jonathan was building houses for the government.C. Past PerfectStructure: Subject + had + past participleExplanation: Past perfect tenses describe actions completed before another past action.Examples:I had walked to school before it started raining.I had worked at home due to illness.I had planned the event well in
advance.Susan had written articles for her blog before it went public.Jonathan had built several houses for the government by the time he finished his appenticeship.D. Past Perfect ContinuousStructure: Subject + had + been + verb-ingExplanation: Past perfect continuous tenses describe actions started in the past and continued up until another past
action.Examples:I had been walking for hours before I reached the school.I had been working at home for months before I went back to the office.l had been planing the event for weeks before it was cancelled.Susan had been writing articles for her blog when she received the bad news.Jonathan had been building houses for the government before he
started a new company.Download this Chart for Free!2. Present TensesAlso, present tenses have four categories: Present Simple, Present Continuous, Present Perfect, and Present Perfect Continuous. Lets look at each of these categories individually with examples.A. Present SimpleStructure: Subject + base form of the verb (s/es for third-person
singular)Explanation: Present simple tenses describe regular actions or facts.Examples:I walk to school.I work at home.I play tennis on the weekends.Susan writes articles for the news.Jonathan builds houses for the government.B. Present ContinuousStructure: Subjet + am/is/are + verb-ingExplanation: Present continous tenses describe ongoing
actions happenning now.Examples:I am walking to the store.They are working at home.I am playing football on the weekends.Susan is writing articles for her blog.Jonathan is building houses for the government.C. Present PerfectStructure: Subjet + has/have + past pasticipleExplanation: Present perfect tenses describe actions that happened at a
unspecified time before now.Examples:I have walked to the park.They have worked at home.David has played football on several occasions.Susan has written articles for her blog.Jonathan has built houses for the government.D. Present Perfect ContinuousStructure: Subjet + has/have + been + verb-ingExplanation: Present perfect continuous tenses
describe actions started in the past and still continuing.Examples:I have been walking to the park since we moved to our new house.They have been working at home for about six months.David has been playing football over the weekend.Susan has been writing articles for her blog for two years.Jonathan has been building houses for the government
when required.Download this Cheat Sheet for Free!3. Future TensesFuture tenses also have four categories: Future Simple, Future Continuous, Future Perfect, and Future Perfect Continuous. Lets look at each of these categories individually with examples.A. Future SimpleStructure: Subjet + will/shall + base form of the verbExplanation: Future
simple tenses describe actions that will happen in the future.Examples:I shall visit the dentist tomorrow.They will sing at the concert tonight.Peter will go to the store.Jennifer will cook dinner on Wednesday.They will receive their awards soon.B. Future ContinuousStructure: Subjet + will/shall + be + verb-ingExplanation: Future continuous tenses
describe actions that will be happening at a specific time in the future.Examples:I shall be visiting the dentist tomorrow.They will be singing at the concert tonight.Peter will be going to the store.Jennifer will be cooking dinner on Wednesday.They will be receiving their awards soon.C. Future PerfectStructure: Subjet + will/shall + have + past
participleExplanation: Future perfect tenses describe actions that will be completed before a certain time in the future.Examples:I shall have visited the dentist by the end of the week.They will have sung at the concert before the presentations.Peter will have gone to the store before it closes.Jennifer will have cooked dinner before their arrival.They
will have received their awards by tomorrow.D. Future Perfect ContinuousStructure: Subjet + will/shall + have been + verb-ingExplanation: Future perfect continuous tenses describe actions that will continue up to a certain point in the future.Examples:By next July, I shall have been working on this project for six months.They will have been living in
the city for a decade by the end of the year.They will have been waiting for the bus for an hour by the time it arrived.Jennifer will have been sick for a week by tomorrow.They will have been painting the house for over a month by the time they finish.Conclusion: Understanding the 12 English tenses with examples helps you talk about the past,
present, and future with more clarity. Each tense gives us clues about when something happens. With practice, youll be able to use them naturally in your conversations and writing with great skill and confidence!Verb tenses are changes or additions to verbs to show when the action took place: in the past, present, or future. The phrase verb tense is
also used for grammatical aspects, which add more details about the duration or time an action takes. When you combine the four grammatical aspects with the past, present and future, you end up with twelve main verb tenses in English.Verb tenses are essential for speaking English correctly, but with all the different forms and functions, they can
get confusing. In this guide, we give a quick overview of the English tenses, including when to use them and how to make them, and give plenty of verb tense examples. Grammarly helps you communicate confidently What is a verb tense?Verb tenses show when an action took place, as well as how long it occurred. The main verb tenses are the past,
present, and future.There are also additional aspects that give extra details, such as the length of time the action occurred, which actions happened first, or whether a past action has an impact on the present. These grammatical aspects are the simple tense, perfect tense, continuous tense, and perfect continuous tense.Verb tenses list: How many
tenses are there in English?The standard tense in English is the present tense, which is usually just the root form of the verb. The past and future tenses often require changes or additions to the root form, such as the suffix ed for the past tense and the modal verb will for the future.However, for each of the past, present, and future tenses, there are
four different aspects that add additional details. For example, the continuous tense shows that an action is ongoing. It can be used in the present (she is sleeping), past (she was sleeping), or future (she will be sleeping).Past, present, and future tensesThe past, present, and future are the central divisions of time in English. The present represents
actions happening now, while the past represents actions that happened earlier, and the future describes actions that will happen later.Simple tenseThe simple tense is a grammatical aspect that refers to the normal forms of the past, present, and future tensesnothing fancy! Unlike the other aspects, it doesnt add any new information. True to its
name, simple tenses are the easiest to form and have the fewest rules.Perfect tenseThe definition of the perfect tense is a little more complicated. Its used for actions that relate to other points in time, either completed or ongoing.For example, in the sentence I have played soccer since I was a child, the perfect tense indicates that the action occurred
continuously in the past and still happens in the present. By contrast, in the sentence I played soccer when I was a child, the simple past tense indicates that the action occurred only in the past, and has no relation to the present.The perfect tenses use a conjugation of the auxiliary verb have with the past participle of the main verb.Continuous
tenseWe use the continuous tenses (also known as the progressive tenses) for ongoing actions or actions that happen a while before completion. For example, They are studying all night means the studying lasts many hours before its finished.Please note that you usually do not use the continuous tense with stative verbs like want, love, have, and
need.The continuous tenses use a conjugation of the auxiliary verb be along with the main verbs present participle, or ing form.Perfect continuous tenseWhen you combine the perfect and continuous tenses, you get the perfect continuous tense. Its typically used just like the perfect tense, except it describes ongoing actions that happen over a period
of time.The construction of the perfect continuous tense uses a conjugation of the auxiliary verb have, the auxiliary verb been (the past participle of be), and the present participle of the main verb. English tenses examples: verb tenses chartPastPresentFutureSimplel helped my neighbor yesterday.I help my neighbor every day.I will help my neighbor
tomorrow.Perfectl had helped my neighbor clean his attic before I fixed his car.Il have helped my neighbor too much this week.I will have helped my neighbor a hundred times by the end of the month.ContinuousI was helping my neighbor when he brought me iced tea.l am helping my neighbor while he fixes up his house.I will be helping my neighbor
next month when he moves.Perfect continuousI had been helping my neighbor for a year before he finally thanked me.I have been helping my neighbor since I moved in.I will have been helping my neighbor for a year next month.Past tensesSimple pastWe use the simple past to show actions completed in the past, with no extra emphasis.For regular
verbs, you form the simple past tense by adding the suffix ed to the end of the verb (or just d if the past tense verb already ends in an e).Be careful of irregular past tense verbs, however. These dont follow the normal rules and use their own unique forms for the past tense. For example, the past tense of the irregular verb go is went.Regular verbs: I
picked up the glass, but it dropped from my hand.Irregular verbs: This morning I went to the store, but I forgot the milk.Past perfect[had] + [past participle]What if youre talking about two different actions in the past and want to show that one happened before the other? The past perfect, also known as the pluperfect, shows that one past action
happened earlier than another one.She had arrived at the office before she realized it was Sunday.I ran to my car when I noticed my wife had left already.Past continuous[was/were] + [present participle]Use the past continuous to show an ongoing action in the past, especially if the action was interrupted by another action. Its also used for habitual
actions that occurred in the past but not in the present. Its usually used with adverbs like always or adverb phrases like all the time.My dog was whimpering in his sleep when the TV woke him up.As kids, my friends and I were always getting into trouble.Past perfect continuous[had] + [been] + [present participle]The past perfect continuous tense is
used just like the past perfect tense, except it describes ongoing actions that happened in the past instead of a one-time occurence. Its often used with the words when, until, and before to connect it to another past action.Before he got his first job as a writer, he had been working as a proofreader.l had been living on my friends couch for a year until
they kicked me out.Present tensesSimple presentThe simple present is the most basic of the English tenses. Its used for individual actions or habitual actions in the present.Often the simple present is just the root verb with no changes or additions. The main exception to this is when the subject is third person and singular. In this case you add the
suffix s. If the verb ends in o, ch, sh, th, ss, gh, or z, you add es. If the verb ends in a consonant and y (and the subject is third-person singular), drop the y and add ies.Today I feel like a million bucks!My brother carries the groceries while my sister stays on the couch.Present perfect[have/has] + [past participle]Although its quite common, the present
perfect is one of the most difficult English verb tenses. It is used to describe a few different types of actions, including:an ongoing action started in the past that is not yet completedthe same action completed multiple times in the past and likely to be completed againan action completed very recently (usually with just or now)an uncompleted action
that is expected to be finished (in the negative)Additionally, the present perfect can be used to emphasize the significance of a completed action, especially one that happened over time.We have tricked him every April Fools Day since we were kids.My niece has grown so much this year!Present continuous[am/is/are] + [present participle]Use the
present continuous to show an action happening right now or in the near future.I am reading The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy for the fifth time!We are eating pizza tonight.Present perfect continuous[have/has] + [been] + [present participle]The present perfect continuous shows an ongoing action in the present that was started in the past. It is
often used to emphasize the length of time.We have been waiting for over an hour!The team has been practicing nonstop for the tournament.Future tensesSimple futureUse the simple future for actions that have not happened yet but will later. To form the simple future, just place the modal verb will before the root form of the main verb. (Note that if
the action will happen in the near future, you can use the present continuous instead.)She will be president one day.I will not go to the wedding without a date!Future perfect[will] + [have] + [past participle]The future perfect shows an action that will be completed in the future by a specified time. Because it depends on another time, the future
perfect is often used with words like by, before, at, or when.By the time you read this, I will have already left.She will have eaten lunch before her sister even wakes up.Future continuous[will] + [be] + [present participle]Use the future continuous tense for future actions happening over a period of time, especially when a specific time is mentioned.
The future continuous tense also shows more certainty and likelihood than the simple future.By this time tomorrow, I will be drinking margaritas on the beach.We will be attending a meeting from noon until 3 p.m.Future perfect continuous[will] + [have] + [been] + [present participle]The future perfect continuous depicts future ongoing actions that
continue up until a certain point. Like the future perfect and future continuous, its used with a specified time.In ten minutes, my parents will have been waiting in traffic for four hours.I will have been eating healthy for a whole year by September.Verb tense FAQsWhat are verb tenses?Verb tenses are changes or additions to verbs to show when the
action took place: in the past, present, or future. The phrase verb tense is also used for grammatical aspects, which show how long an action occurs.What are the different types of verb tenses?The three main verb tenses are the past, present, and future, but there are also four grammatical aspects: simple, continuous, perfect, and perfect continuous.
When you combine the three time periods with the four aspects, you get twelve unique verb tenses.What are some examples of the different verb tenses?The simple tenses show actions happening at different times, while the perfect tenses show completed actions that relate to different time periods. The continuous tenses are for ongoing actions that
take a while to complete. The perfect continuous tenses combine the perfect and continuous tenses to describe ongoing actions that happen over a period of time. 100 examples of past present and future tensel.The boys are playing football after school.2.They are learning Spanish now.3.Why arent you doing your homework?4.Suzan is ironing her
clothes right now.5.Mary is at university. Shes studying chemistry.6.She is working right now.7.They arent studying English these days.8.She is constantly changing her hair color.9.Children are studying their lessons.10.The man is talking on the phone.11.You are not sleeping now.12.They have been arguing.13.You see, Im eating.14.My mother is
coming home.15.What are you doing now?16.The fans are shouting with joy.17.I will make a tea.18.They will win the game.19.She wont watch the football match.20.You wont be fired.21.Dans going to take the order over to the customer.22.Dont do something youll regret.23.They will go to the school.24.1t will stay in the outside.25.I will ask him
about it tomorrow.26.I dont think Alex will hurt Jessica.27.She is going to prepare the emails after the meal.28.Chris dropped his wallet, I will get it and give it to him.29.Will you come with me on a city tour of Paris tomorrow?30.Will Jane be able to get to the party in time?31.Are you going to buy a new house?32.Which country will you go to for a
summer vacation this year?33.Will you come to school tomorrow?34.Shall we go on vacation next week?35.The weather will be warmer next week.36.1 have an exam tomorrow.37.The sun will rise at 7.38.He will always support her.39.Im going to buy a new computer tonight.40.Dont wait, it wont come.41.Markets will be closed tomorrow.42.I will read
the book when I go to bed.43.They will be here in an hour.44.Im going to see you.45.What will you drink at breakfast?46.Time will tell.47.1 will ask a question.48.Will you come to us?49.1 will miss you so much.50.I worked for 3 hours yesterday.51.My brother was not at home.52.The flat was sold 2 months ago.53.We did not come.54.We went to the
shopping mall.55.My father bought a red car.56.I have read this book 3 times.57.We got married twenty years ago.58.My parents went to the cottage.59.Didnt you get the tickets?60.I went to Madrid on vacation last year.61.My father bought a new house.62.You were not at work last Monday.63.1 learned that not everything on the internet is true.64.1
said dont bother here.65.They hosted us very well.66.They left without saying goodbye to us.67.The weather was beautiful yesterday.68.What time did you go to bed yesterday?69.We played basketball last Sunday.70.Didnt he tell you the other day?71.My sister graduated from school with first place.72.1 passed 6th grade.73.We won the match and
became champions.74.1 told you the computer is broken.75.1 installed the program on the computer.76.I brushed my teeth in the morning.77.1 took the exam three weeks ago.78.The teacher introduced a new topic.79.Alex has a basketball.80.The water of this stream is not clean.81.She lives in London.82.1 and my sister dont see each other
anymore.83.She doesnt live here.84.He goes to school.85.You dont need me anymore.86.1 dont like spinach.87.There are 5 cars in the parking lot.88.1 like geography and science.89.Every Tuesday there is a math lesson at school.90.We walk slowly.91.Fish is an aquatic animal.92.Villagers do not like to talk much.93.A chemist sells medicines.94.She is
always hungry.95.1 have breakfast at half past seven.96.Does she live in Paris?97.He gets up early every day.98.Samuel sleeps six hours every night during the week.99.When does the train usually leave?100.If you make a cake, you firstly break eggs. Tense in grammar signifies the time an action takes place, whether in the past, present, or future. It
forms the backbone of English syntax, enabling precise communication about when events occur. Understanding tenses is crucial for mastering verb conjugations and creating clear, effective sentences. This guide explores the various tenses in English, providing insights into their usage, forms, and examples, to help learners navigate the complexities
of time in language with ease. Tense is a grammatical concept that refers to the time of action or state of being expressed by a verb. It tells us when something happens, whether in the past, present, or future, making it easier to understand the timing of events described in a sentence. Tenses are essential for providing context to sentences and for
conveying when an action is taking placeHow many Tenses are there in English?Past Tense: Indicates that the action or state of being occurred at a time before the present. For example, She walked to the store.Present Tense: Shows that the action or state of being is happening in the current moment or is a general truth. For example, He walks to
the store.Future Tense: Signifies that the action or state of being will occur at a time after the present. For example, They will walk to the store.Present TenseThe present tense, one of the fundamental building blocks of English grammar, indicates actions or states occurring at the current moment, habitual actions, and universal truths. Its versatile
and widely used, making its understanding crucial. Lets simplify its forms and delve into their practical applications:Forms of Present TenseSimple Present: Formed by the base form of the verb (or the base form plus s for third-person singular), its used for habitual actions, general truths, and states.Format: Subject + base form of the verb (add s for
he, she, it).Example: She walks to school every day.Present Continuous: Formed with the auxiliary verb to be (am/is/are) followed by the verb ending in -ing, it denotes actions happening right now or temporary situations.Format: Subject + am/is/are + verb(-ing).Example: They are studying for exams.Present Perfect: Combining have or has with the
past participle of the verb, it expresses actions that occurred at an indefinite time in the past or actions starting in the past and continuing to the present.Format: Subject + have/has + past participle.Example: I have finished my homework.Present Perfect Continuous: A mix of the present perfect and the continuous aspect, its formed with have/has
been followed by the verb ending in -ing. It indicates actions that started in the past and are still continuing or recently stopped.Format: Subject + have/has been + verb(-ing).Example: He has been reading for two hours.Practical ApplicationsSimple Present is widely used in daily routines, timetables, instructions, and universal truths. Its the go-to
tense for facts (The Earth orbits the Sun), habitual actions (She drinks coffee every morning), and fixed arrangements (The train leaves at 6 PM).Present Continuous is perfect for discussing ongoing actions or trends, temporary situations (I am living in London for a month), or future plans and arrangements (We are meeting him tomorrow).Present
Perfect allows us to speak about past experiences without specifying when they happened (I have visited Paris), accomplishments (We have won the game), or changes over time (She has become a doctor).Present Perfect Continuous emphasizes the duration of ongoing actions or situations up to the present (I have been working here for five years) or
actions that have recently stopped but still affect the present (You look tired. Have you been running?).Present Simple: She (not/like) spicy food.Answer: does not likePresent Continuous: They (study) for their exams right now.Answer: are studyingPresent Perfect: I (never/see) a shooting star before.Answer: have never
seenPresent Perfect Continuous: He (work) on this project since January.Answer: has been workingPresent Simple: (she / always / wake up / early)Answer: She always wakes up early.Present Continuous: (we / cook / dinner)Answer: We are cooking dinner.Present Perfect: (they / finish / their homework)Answer: They have finished their
homework.Present Perfect Continuous: (I / study / English / for five years)Answer: I have been studying English for five years.Present Simple: He dont know the answer.Corrected: He doesnt know the answer.Present Continuous: They is watching a movie now.Corrected: They are watching a movie now.Present Perfect: We has eaten lunch
already.Corrected: We have eaten lunch already.Present Perfect Continuous: She have been reading for the last hour.Corrected: She has been reading for the last hour.Past TenseThe past tense in English is essential for discussing events that have already occurred, describing past habits, or narrating stories that unfolded before the present time. Its
characterized by various forms, each serving distinct purposes and adding depth to the language. Lets explore these forms and their practical uses:Forms of Past TenseSimple Past: Indicates a completed action that happened at a specific time in the past.Format: Subject + past form of the verb.Example: She visited her grandparents last
weekend.Past Continuous: Describes actions that were ongoing at a particular moment in the past or sets the background for another action.Format: Subject + was/were + verb(-ing).Example: They were watching TV when I called.Past Perfect: Expresses an action that was completed before another action or time in the past.Format: Subject + had +
past participle.Example: She had finished her work before she went to the movies.Past Perfect Continuous: Focuses on the duration of an action that was happening before another action or time in the past.Format: Subject + had been + verb(-ing).Example: I had been waiting for two hours when she finally arrived.Practical ApplicationsSimple Past is
widely used for narrating events that happened at a known time in the past, telling stories, or mentioning completed actions. Its the most common form used in storytelling and historical accounts.Past Continuous is useful for describing the context of a story by highlighting simultaneous actions in the past (While I was sleeping, a storm broke out) or
to indicate an interrupted action (I was walking to the park when it started raining).Past Perfect provides a way to talk about the order of past events, giving clarity to sequences that might otherwise be confusing. Its particularly helpful in narratives and reports to indicate which event happened first.Past Perfect Continuous emphasizes the duration
of past actions before another past event, often to highlight the cause of something in the past (He was tired because he had been running).She (to watch) a movie when I called her last night. (Past Progressive)After they (to finish) their homework, they went out. (Past Perfect)I (to visit) my grandparents last weekend.
(Past Simple)He (to work) at the company for five years before he quit. (Past Perfect Progressive)Answers:was watchinghad finishedvisitedhad been workingCreate a Sentence with Words(write / a letter / yesterday) Past Simple(cook / dinner / when / I arrive) Past Progressive(complete / the project / before / the deadline) Past Perfect(study /
English / for two hours / before / test) Past Perfect ProgressiveAnswers:I wrote a letter yesterday.She was cooking dinner when I arrived.They had completed the project before the deadline.He had been studying English for two hours before the test.Correct the SentenceShe was eat dinner when the phone rang. (Past Progressive)They has finished
their meal when we arrived. (Past Perfect)I go to the store last night. (Past Simple)By the time the teacher arrived, the students has been waiting for over an hour. (Past Perfect Progressive)Answers:She was eating dinner when the phone rang.They had finished their meal when we arrived.l went to the store last night.By the time the teacher arrived,
the students had been waiting for over an hour.Future TenseNavigating the future tense in English involves understanding its various forms and the specific contexts in which they are used. Unlike the past and present tenses, which have more straightforward constructions, the future tense can be expressed in several ways to indicate actions or
events that will happen later. Heres an overview of the main forms and their practical applications:Forms of Future TenseSimple Future: Used for predictions, decisions made at the moment of speaking, or actions that will happen without the speakers intention.Format: Subject + will + base form of the verb.Example: It will rain tomorrow.Future
Continuous: Indicates an action that will be in progress at a specific time in the future.Format: Subject + will be + verb(-ing).Example: I will be working at 8 PM tonight.Future Perfect: Describes an action that will be completed by a certain future time.Format: Subject + will have + past participle.Example: By next year, I will have graduated from
university.Future Perfect Continuous: Focuses on the duration of an action that will continue up until a specific point in the future.Format: Subject + will have been + verb(-ing).Example: By the time you arrive, I will have been studying for three hours.Functions and Practical ApplicationsSimple Future is often used for spontaneous decisions (I will
answer the phone), predictions based on opinion or belief (I think she will pass the exam), and promises or offers (I will help you with that).Future Continuous is suitable for discussing what will be happening at a specific future time, often to indicate planned events or actions in a less definite manner than the simple future (I will be staying at the
Hilton Hotel next week).Future Perfect allows speakers to express the completion of future actions by a certain point in time, offering a way to talk about future achievements or milestones (They will have completed the project by Thursday).Future Perfect Continuous emphasizes the duration of future actions, highlighting how long something will
have been happening by a certain future moment. Its useful for projecting ongoing activities and their effects (She will have been teaching for 25 years by the end of this year).By this time next year, I (graduate) from university.Answer: will have graduatedTomorrow at 9 AM, I (meet) my new boss. In 2050, humans (live) on
Mars. He (work) here for five years by the end of December.Answer: will have been working(win / the competition / by July)Answer: They will have won the competition by July.(be / raining / when we arrive)Answer: It will be raining when we arrive.(launch / new product / next month)Answer: We will launch a new product next month.(be /
studying / for four hours / by six oclock)Answer: They will have been studying for four hours by six oclock.She will has finished her project by next week.Corrected: She will have finished her project by next week.They will be play football this time tomorrow.Corrected: They will be playing football this time tomorrow.Next year, I will living in New
York.Corrected: Next year, I will be living in New York.By the end of the month, he will has been working on the project for three years.Corrected: By the end of the month, he will have been working on the project for three years.TenseFormatExamplePresent SimpleSubject + base verbl go to school.Present ContinuousSubject + am/is/are + verb-ingl
am going to school.Present PerfectSubject + have/has + past participlel have gone to school.Present Perfect ContinuousSubject + have/has been + verb-ingl have been going to school.Past SimpleSubject + past form of verbl went to school.Past ContinuousSubject + was/were + verb-ingl was going to school.Past PerfectSubject + had + past
participlel had gone to school.Past Perfect ContinuousSubject + had been + verb-ingl had been going to school.Future SimpleSubject + will + base verbl will go to school.Future ContinuousSubject + will be + verb-ingl will be going to school.Future PerfectSubject + will have + past participlel will have gone to school.Future Perfect
ContinuousSubject + will have been + verb-ingI will have been going to school.Understanding the Rules for Tensesl. Simple Present TenseUse for habitual actions, general truths, and permanent states.Rule: Add s or es to the base verb for third-person singular subjects (he, she, it).2. Present Continuous TenseUse for actions happening at the
moment of speaking or for temporary situations.Rule: Use am/is/are + verb-ing (present participle).3. Present Perfect TenseUse for actions completed at an unspecified time before now or for actions that started in the past and continue to the present.Rule: Use have/has + past participle.4. Present Perfect Continuous TenseUse for actions that began
in the past and are still continuing or for actions that recently stopped with an effect in the present.Rule: Use have/has been + verb-ing.5. Simple Past TenseUse for actions completed at a specific time in the past.Rule: Use the past form of the verb. For regular verbs, add -ed; irregular verbs have unique past forms.6. Past Continuous TenseUse for
actions that were ongoing at a specific time in the past.Rule: Use was/were + verb-ing.7. PasttPerfect TenseUseDto express an action that occurred before another action in the past. It helps to clarify which of the two past actions happened first, establishing a clear chronological order.Rule: Use had + past participle.8. PastPerfect Continuous
TenseUsed to describe an action that was ongoing in the past up until another action occurred. This tense emphasizes the duration or continuous nature of the past action before another past action interrupted it or before a certain point in the past.Rule: Use hadbeen + verb-ing.9. Simple Future TenseUse for actions that will happen in the
future.Rule: Use will + base verb. For planned actions or intentions, going to can also be used.10. Future Continuous TenseUse for actions that will be in progress at a specific time in the future.Rule: Use will be + verb-ing.11. Future Perfect TenseUse for actions that will be completed before a certain time in the future.Rule: Use will have + past
participle.12. Future Perfect Continuous TenseUse for actions that will continue up until a certain time in the future.Rule: Use will have been + verb-ing.Additional GuidelinesConsistency: Maintain tense consistency within a sentence or related group of sentences unless theres a shift in the time frame being referred to.Context: Consider the context
and the nature of the action to choose the appropriate tense and aspect.Signal Words: Pay attention to time expressions and signal words (e.g., yesterday for past tense, now for present continuous, next year for simple future) that often indicate the correct tense to use.How to use Various Tenses with ExamplesSimple Present TenseUsage: Habitual



actions, universal truths, and permanent states.How to Use: Use the base form of the verb. Add s or es for third-person singular subjects.Example: She writes every day.Present Continuous TenseUsage: Actions happening at the moment of speaking and temporary situations.How to Use: Use am/is/are + verb ending in -ing.Example: They are watching
a movie now.Simple Past TenseUsage: Completed actions that occurred at a specific time in the past.How to Use: Use the past form of the verb. Add -ed for regular verbs. Use the second form for irregular verbs.Example: He visited Paris last year.Past Continuous TenseUsage: Actions that were in progress at a specific moment in the past.How to Use:
Use was/were + verb ending in -ing.Example: I was cooking when you called.Present Perfect TenseUsage: Actions completed at an unspecified time before now; actions that started in the past and continue to the present.How to Use: Use have/has + past participle of the verb.Example: She has lived here for three years.Present Perfect Continuous
TenseUsage: Actions that started in the past and are still continuing; focus on the duration of the action.How to Use: Use have/has been + verb ending in -ing.Example: They have been studying for two hours.Simple Future TenseUsage: Actions that will happen in the future.How to Use: Use will + base form of the verb. For planned actions, use
am/is/are going to + base form of the verb.Example: It will rain tomorrow.Future Continuous TenseUsage: Actions that will be in progress at a future time.How to Use: Use will be + verb ending in -ing.Example: She will be sleeping at 10 PM.Future Perfect TenseUsage: Actions that will be completed before a specified time in the future.How to Use:
Use will have + past participle of the verb.Example: By 2025, we will have finished the project.Future Perfect Continuous TenseUsage: Actions that will continue up until a specific point in the future.How to Use: Use will have been + verb ending in -ing.Example: Next month, I will have been working here for a year.Tips for Using TensesUnderstand
the Time Frame: Identify when the action happens to choose the correct tense.Consider the Actions Duration: Decide if the action is completed, ongoing, or repeated.Use Signal Words: Words like yesterday (past), now (present continuous), and tomorrow (future) can guide tense selection.Maintain Consistency: Keep the tense consistent in your
narrative unless indicating a change in time.TenseUseExample SentencePresent SimpleGeneral truths, habits, routinesShe walks to school.Present ContinuousActions happening now, temporary actionsShe is walking to school.Present PerfectActions completed at an unspecified time before nowShe has walked to school.Present Perfect
ContinuousActions that started in the past and continue to presentShe has been walking to school.Past SimpleCompleted actions in the pastShe walked to school yesterday.Past ContinuousActions in progress in the pastShe was walking to school whenPast PerfectActions completed before another action in the pastShe had walked to school beforePast
Perfect ContinuousActions in progress before another action/time in the pastShe had been walking to school.Future SimplePredictions, decisions, promises for the futureShe will walk to school tomorrow.Future ContinuousActions in progress at a specific future timeShe will be walking to school.Future PerfectActions that will be completed before a
specific future timeShe will have walked to school.Future Perfect ContinuousActions in progress until a certain future timeShe will have been walking to school.The Role of Tense in English GrammarThe role of tense in English grammar is pivotal for constructing sentences that accurately convey the timing of actions, states, and events. Tense
determines the temporal framework within which verbs express occurrences, enabling speakers and writers to pinpoint when something happens with precision and clarity. Its significance in English grammar encompasses several key aspects:1. Temporal ReferenceTense allows for the temporal location of actions and events, distinguishing between
past, present, and future. This temporal reference is crucial for understanding the sequence and timing of events, aiding in clear communication and comprehension.2. Aspect and ActionBeyond simple time reference, tense interacts with aspect to provide nuanced information about the nature of actions or states. Aspect, indicated through tense
forms, reveals whether an action is completed, ongoing, habitual, or repeated, adding depth to the basic temporal frame.3. Narrative Structureln storytelling and description, tense is a foundational tool for building narrative structure. It helps in setting scenes, developing plotlines, and providing background information. The choice of tense affects
the perspective from which a story is told, influencing the readers engagement and the narratives flow.4. Consistency and ClarityMaintaining tense consistency is essential for clarity and coherence in both spoken and written English. Inconsistent tense usage can confuse the audience, making it difficult to follow the temporal progression of events.5.
Expressing Conditions and HypothesesTense is instrumental in forming conditional sentences and expressing hypotheses, particularly regarding future possibilities. The use of different tenses in conditional clauses specifies the time frame and likelihood of the conditions and their outcomes.6. Indicating Relationships Between EventsThrough various
tense forms, English speakers can indicate the chronological order of events, their duration, and their completeness. This ability to express complex temporal relationships is vital for accurate and detailed communication.7. Mood and Atmosphere CreationTense contributes to the mood and atmosphere of discourse, especially in narrative and
descriptive writing. Past tense might evoke nostalgia or reflection, present tense can convey immediacy and intensity, and future tense often introduces anticipation or anxiety.8. Conveying Speakers AttitudeThe choice of tense can also reflect the speakers attitude towards the action. For example, the use of the present tense to describe past events
(the historical present) can add drama or immediacy, indicating the speakers emotional engagement with the narrative. How Tense Affects Meaning in Sentence ConstructionTense plays a crucial role in sentence construction, fundamentally affecting the meaning and clarity of the message being conveyed. It sets the temporal framework, allowing the
speaker or writer to position actions and events in timepast, present, or future. Heres how tense impacts meaning in sentences:Indicates Time Frame: Tense signals when an action occurs. Changing the tense can shift the entire timeline of the narrative. For example, She walks to school (present tense) suggests a current or habitual action, whereas
She walked to school (past tense) indicates that the action happened previously.Shows Action Progression: The use of different aspects within tenses (simple, continuous, perfect, and perfect continuous) can describe the progression or completion of actions. For instance, She is walking to school (present continuous) highlights the action in progress,
while She has walked to school (present perfect) signifies that the action is complete.Determines Relationships Between Events: Tense helps establish temporal relationships between events. The use of the past perfect, for example, can indicate that one event occurred before another in the past. She had left before I arrived shows that her leaving
happened earlier than my arrival.Conveys Conditionality and Hypothetical Situations: Certain tenses, especially when combined with modal verbs, can express conditions and hypotheses. The present conditional, for example, often involves the simple future tense to speculate about possible future events: If it rains, we will cancel the picnic.Impacts
Narrators Perspective and Reliability: The choice of tense can also affect the narrators perspective and perceived reliability. Present tense narration can make a story feel immediate and immersive, while past tense might provide a sense of reflection or hindsight.Influences Mood and Atmosphere: The tense can set the mood or atmosphere of a
narrative. Past tense can evoke nostalgia or reflection, while present tense can create a sense of urgency or immediacy.Facilitates Subtle Nuances in Meaning: Even slight shifts in tense can introduce nuances in meaning, indicating slight differences in the nature or timing of actions. For example, I will be going versus I will go can suggest a more
immediate future or a predetermined plan.FAQsWhat are Tenses in Grammar?Tenses are grammatical categories that express time in language, indicating when an action or event occurs. They are fundamental to structuring sentences for clear temporal understanding.How Many English Tenses Are There?There are 12 main tenses in English, divided
into the past, present, and future, each with four aspects: simple, continuous, perfect, and perfect continuous.How Do You Teach Kids Tenses?Teach kids tenses through storytelling, visual aids, and regular practice. Start with simple tenses and familiar actions, gradually introducing more complex structures.What is an Example of a Tense?An
example of a tense is the present simple, as in She walks to school. It indicates a habitual action occurring in the present.How Many Verbs Are There?In English, the number of verbs is vast and not fixed, as new verbs can be created through technological and cultural changes. However, there are thousands of base verbs.How Can I Memorize Tenses
Easily?Memorize tenses by understanding their patterns and practicing with examples. Use charts and tables for visual aids and apply tenses in daily conversations or writing.What Are the Five Basic Tenses of Tense?While there are more than five, the basic tenses often referred to include present simple, past simple, future simple, present
continuous, and past continuousIn Conclusion, tenses is crucial for mastering English, as they precisely communicate when actions occur. Grasping the 12 main tenses, their formations, and uses allows for clear, effective expression of past, present, and future events. Regular practice, along with visual aids and contextual learning, can greatly
enhance ones proficiency in using tenses accurately and fluently. Add Tone Friendly Formal Casual Instructive Professional Empathetic Humorous Serious Optimistic Neutral How to Master English Tenses: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners. Create Flawless Sentences: Understanding the Core of English Tenses. Unlocking Tenses: How to Use Them
Effectively in Daily Conversations Tenses Simplified: Create Perfect English Sentences Every Time. Mastering Tenses: How They Shape the English Language enses Explained: How to Accurately Express Time in English From Past to Future: How Tenses Influence English Narratives Tenses Unveiled: Create a Solid Foundation for English Grammar.
Transform Your Writing: How Understanding Tenses Can Help. Tenses Decoded: How to Craft Perfectly Timed English Sentences. Learn English verb tenses easily! Heres a quick explanation of each verb tense with example sentences.What are verb tenses?Verb tenses are categories that refer to the time of an action. They can be divided into present
tenses, past tenses, and future tenses. Each of these can then be divided into simple tenses, continuous tenses, perfect tenses, and perfect continuous tenses.Verb tense chartHere is a chart showing an example of each verb tense keep reading to find out when we use each one and see some example
sentences.SimpleContinuousPerfectPerfectContinuousPresentspeak / speaksam/is/are speakinghave/has spokenhave beenspeakingPastspokewas/were speakinghadspokenhad beenspeakingFuturewill speakgoing to speakwill bespeakingwill have spokenwill have been speakingNote: The continuous tenses are also called progressive tenses since they
describe actions in progress.(Looking for conditional tenses? These are not really tenses, but instead sentence structures using a combination of the main verb tenses. Heres a good tutorial on conditionals.)Download lesson PDFPresent Simple TenseThe present simple is one of the first verb tenses we learn in English. Use the present simple tenseFor
general facts:This shirt costs ten dollars.We speak English.For actions that happen regularly:I take guitar lessons on Wednesday nights.Sarah sometimes eats lunch in her office. We form the present simple tense by using the base form of the verb (I work, you work, we work, they work) or adding -s (he works, she works, it works). Learn more about
the simple present tense with be and see examples of the present simple positive, present simple negative, and present simple questions.Present Continuous TenseThis is also quite a common verb tense. Use the present continuous in EnglishFor a continuous action in progress at the moment:Im currently studying biology at university.Bill cant talk on
the phone right now hes doing his homework.Were watching TV at the moment.For future plans/arrangements: How to form the present continuous tense? Use a present form of the verb to be (am, is, are) plus the -ING form of the verb. As you can see from the examples, we often use a contraction (short form) like Im, hes, were.Here are more lessons
on the present continuous positive, present continuous negative, and present continuous questions. We also have a lesson teaching you when we use simple present vs. present continuous.Present Perfect TenseThe present perfect is one of the most common verb tenses in English. Use the present perfect tenseWith actions that happened in the past at
an unspecified time:Ive met several celebrities.Hes been to Australia several times.Weve already taken the test.With actions that began in the past and continue to the present:Ive lived in this house for five years.Harrys worked at the same company since 1992.Note: Usually the verbs lived and worked. The present perfect continuous can also be used
see the next section.With actions that have never happened: We form the present perfect tense by using have or has plus the past participle of the verb. Have/has is known as the auxiliary verb or helping verb to the main verb.Check out our complete guide to the present perfect tense for lots more details and examples!Present Perfect Continuous
TenseUse the present perfect continuous tense in EnglishWith actions that began in the past and continue to the present:Ive been thinking a lot about the situation recently.Lauras been studying since 7 AM.Weve been waiting for you to arrive for over an hour.Join the Advanced English Grammar Course to learn and practice these tenses in detail plus
many more grammar topics! 45 lessons to help take your English grammar from good to GREAT.Past Simple TenseNow lets look at the past tenses starting with the simple past. Use the simple past tense in EnglishFor events that started and finished in the past:I worked as a research assistant from 2001 2003.He called me ten minutes ago.We went to
the Bahamas last summer.We often form the past simple tense by adding -ED to the verb, for regular verbs. Heres a list of 100+ regular verbs in English.But what do you notice about the final example of a past tense verb, went? Its irregular! The past tense of go is went (not goed). Many common verbs are irregular in the simple past. Check out these
tips for learning irregular verbs in English!You can find more simple past tense examples in these lessons:past simple positivepast simple negativepast simple questionsAlso, make sure youre clear on when to use the simple past vs. present perfect.Past Continuous TenseUse the past continuous tense in EnglishFor events that were in progress in the
past (often when another one-time event happened):Sorry I didnt pick up the phone I was taking a shower when you called.He was sleeping on the couch when I got home.When I saw Tina and Sam at the park earlier today, they were arguing.We form the past continuous by using to be in the past (was/were) plus the -ING form of the verb. You might
also enjoy this lesson on simple past vs. past continuous examples and more detail about when to use each one.Past Perfect TenseUse the past perfect tense in EnglishFor past events that happened BEFORE other past events:By the time we arrived at the train station, the train had already left. When I woke up, I saw that my husband had made
breakfast.Five minutes after leaving my house, I realized Id forgotten to lock the front door.Form the past perfect by using the auxiliary verb had and the past participle of the main verb. We often use the short form d, as you can see in the last past perfect example sentence.In the past perfect, we can even have the structure had had!Past Perfect
Continuous TenseUse the past perfect continuous tense in EnglishFor past actions that continued up to another point in the past:Before I lost my job, I had been working on some important projects.(working was a continuous action until the point I lost my job)They had been hoping Pat would make a full recovery after the accident, but he died.
(hoping was a continuous action until Pat died)Shed already been studying English by herself for several years by the time she started taking classes.(studying English by herself was a continuous action until the time when she started classes)Form the past perfect continuous by using had been plus the ING form of the main verb. As in the last
example sentence, we often change had to the short form d in this verb tense.Download lesson PDFFuture Simple TenseNow lets look at the future tenses!There are two ways to form the future simple tense in English.Use the going to form of the future simple tenseFor plans, arrangements, and predictions:After I graduate from college, Im going to
study for a Masters degree.Were going to move to a different city next year.I think the current president is going to be reelected.More examples: Future Tense: Going toUse the will form of the future simple tenseFor promises, offers, predictions, and decisions made in the moment of speaking:Promise: Ill call you later.Offer: Well give you a ride
home.Prediction: I have a feeling that this new singer will become very popular.Decision made in the moment: Ill have the spaghetti and a side order of salad.More examples: Future Tense: Will / WontThe future simple is a very common verb tense; native English speakers use it often.A lot of English learners arent sure when to use going to vs. will
and we have a lesson on that!Future Continuous TenseUse the future continuous tense in EnglishFor actions that will be in progress at a time in the future:Dont call me at 6, becauselll be drivinghome from work.At 10:30 tomorrow morning,well be givinga presentation in English class.Hell be watchingthe football game tonight at 8.To form the future
continuous, use will be + the ING form of the main verb.Future Perfect TenseUse the future perfect tense in EnglishFor actions that will be completed before a future time:I will have written a book before Im 40.Were late. By the time we get to the theater, the movie will have started already.We will have traveled to 12 different countries by 2015.To
form the future perfect, use will have + the past participle of the main verb.As you can see in the example sentences, we often use before, by, or by the time with the future perfect tense.Future Perfect Continuous TenseUse the future perfect continuous tense in EnglishFor actions that will continue up to a future time:By the time she graduates, she
will have been studying for 7 years.By 7 PM, I will have been working on this project for eight hours straight.By this time next year, they will have been living in Japan for two decades.Note: BY and BY THE TIME are commonly used with the future perfect continuous.The future continuous is one of the least common verb tenses in English.Learn about
more advanced sentence structures:First conditionalSecond conditional4 types of sentence structureLearn English verb tenses and practice them!Many English learners have difficulty with verb tenses they often stop to think which verb tense should I use? and the rules about tenses can be confusing. I hope this lesson has helped you understand the
differences between verb tenses in English.but dont just read about verb tenses, you also need to practice them! I recommend writing your own example sentence with every verb tense in this lesson. The more example sentences you write, the easier it will be to remember the structure of the verb tenses and when we use each one.You can learn
about verb tenses in much more detail inside my Advanced English Grammar Course. The lessons include quizzes to help you review and practice the verb tenses, and theres also the option to do writing tasks and send them in for feedback and grammar correction from our teaching team.This is very valuable because you can find out if youre making
any mistakes with the English tenses or using them correctly!Learn more about this course Above weve described 3 verb tenses, but the answer to this question is either 2, 3, 12, or 16 depending on who you ask. This is obviously not a helpful answer so lets have a brief and simplified explanation. There are only 2 To be linguistically precise, the only
tenses in the English language are the present and the past with the future tense being formed using a helping verb. However, most people, for the purpose of teaching English consider there to be 3 tenses past, present, and future. There are 12 Most books and guidance refer to 12 different verb tenses. To get to the answer 12, we need to consider
the aspect of a verb. Whats the aspect of a verb? The aspect of the verb depends on whether an action as described by the verb is ongoing (progressive), completed (perfect), was ongoing but ended (perfect progressive), or neither ongoing nor completed just a fact (simple). So, if we consider the 3 tenses past, present, and future - and then introduce
4 aspects for each, we can, for simplicity, say there are 12 tenses. This is shown below with examples: Tense Past Present Future I danced I dance I will dance Simple Aspect I had danced I have danced I will have danced Perfect I was dancing I am dancing I will be dancing Progressive I had been dancing I have been dancing I will have been dancing
Progressive What about the there are 16 answer? We know verbs have tenses and aspects, but they also have moods - more here . We wont go into detail here other than considering the conditional mood. Verb tenses are sometimes shown with a conditional example for each aspect, usually including would. For example: I would dance; I would have
danced; I would be dancing; I would have been dancing. If we add these to the more commonly accepted answer of 12, we get to 16. admin March 30, 2020 Tenses English Tenses examples, 100 examples of past present and future tense Simple Present Tensel. My mother lets me go out with my friends.2. I prefer my coffee black.3. She puts the keys
on the table.4. The teacher shouts at us all the time.5. I have two brothers.6. Coffee grows in Brazil.Present Continuous Tense7. She is listening the music now.8. We are learning English at this moment.9. My mother is cooking dinner in the kitchen now.10. The gardener is working in the garden at this time.11. At present, children are doing a lot of
things that can not be done before.12. She is having breakfast at the moment.13. Look! A car is coming. Present Perfect Tensel4. I have already prepared breakfast.15. My sister has cleaned the room.16. It has rained a lot lately.17. I have seen her before.18. She has watched this movie several times.19. He has saved $20.000.000 up until now.20.
They have gone fishing until later this evening.21. I have solved 20 questions so far.22. My mother has cooked the dinner.23. We have received many mail since we were retired.24. I have already made the coffee.25. You have already eaten four plums.26. I have lived in Texas for 10 years.Present Perfect Continuous Tense27. My father have been
repairing the car. Thats why his hands are greasy.28. Susan is in the kitchen. She has been making pizza.29. They have been playing in the room.30. The mechanic has been repairing our refrigerator.31. You have been smoking.32. He has been walking.33. She has been singing a song.34. The athlet has been running for a tropy.35. I have been
travelling to this country for four days.36. We have been learning English since last winter.37. The child has been watching TV all afternoon.Simple past tense38. We watched the news last night.39. They went to the party yesterday.40. She read the book.41. He drew beautiful pictures last week.42. I learnt Spanish last summer.43. You gave the
present to your friend.44. We bought a new car. Past Continuous Tense45. You were watching television last night.46. They were studying math yesterday.47. I was washing the dishes when the phone rang.48. As she was reading the book, Alice came.49. The students were drawing beautiful pictures when the teacher entered the classroom.50. It was
raining yesterday evening.51. I was learning German last year.52. I was crying while he was laughing.53. He was working when I called him.Past Perfect tense54. If you had studied hard last year, he would have passed all his exams.55. She had done her homework so she was happy.56. He had lived in Florida for ten years before he moved to
California.57. They had gone out when you called.58. The woman had cried till the morning.59. I had returned to university.60. He had left when I went to the club.61. By the time we came, she had finished the project.Past Perfect Continuous Tense62. They had been being friend since childhood.63. Thomas had been trying to repair the phone the
whole day.64. We had been studying all day so we tired.65. Helen had been listening the same music for 4 hours when I came back home.66. Daniel had been watching TV for hours before he slept.67. You had been walking all afternoon on the beach. Simple Future tense68. He will play basketball.69. I will meet with him.70. I will call him as soon as
possible.71. We will overcome the problems.72. We will live the house.73. He will try to contact us next week.74. They will study math.75. She will be here soon.Future Continuous Tense76. I will be waiting for you.77. It will be raining at this time tomorrow.78. He will be visiting his friends this time next week.79. She will be watching TV.80. This
time tomorrow, we will be working on our project.81. They will be writing letter to each other.Future Perfect Tense82. They wont have been maried by next year.83. By that time I will have finished my homework.84. Theyll have relaxed by night.85. When my father comes home, my mother will have read me a story.86. Susan will have been ready by
the time I get home.87. The plane will have landed by that time.Future Perfect Continuous Tense88. At 4 oclock, we will have been waiting you for one hour.89. She will have been sleeping at home for two hours when we arrives.90. He will have been playing the guitar for ten years when he turn twenty.91. They will have been teaching German for 5
years by the end of this year.92. I will have been travelling to Japan by this time next week.93. When I am at school, my family will have been flying to New York.94. I will have been working for seven hours by the time the boss comes95. She will have been sleeping for one hour when he gets home.96. I will have been playing tennis tomorrow
afternoon.97. We wont have been working for a long time until you come back.98. How long will you have been studying when you graduate?99. I will have been living in stanbul for 10 years by 2025.100. He will have been watching tv for 2 hours when we have dinner. Verb Tenses! List of 12 tenses in English with useful grammar rules and examples,
including past tense, present tense and future tense. Learn these English tenses with verb tenses chart to master grammar rules in English. In the English language, tenses play an important role in sentence formation. The tense of a verb shows the time of an event or action.The concept of time can be split into:The Present: What you are currently
doing.I eat. I am eating.She goes to school. She is going to school.The Past: What you did some time back.I ate. I was eating.She went to school. She was going to school.The Future: What you will do later.I will eat. I will be eatingShe will go to school.Types of TensesThere are four types of verb tenses. Simple, Perfect, Continuous and Present Perfect
Continuous and each of these has a present, past and future form.PinPresent TenseSimple Present Tenseln Simple Present, the action is simply mentioned and there is nothing being said about its completeness.For example: Present Continuous Tenseln Present Continuous, the action is on-going/ still going on and hence continuous.For example:I am
eating.l am sleeping.l am playing.Present Perfect Tenseln Present Perfect, the action is complete or has ended and hence termed Perfect.For example:I have eaten.I have slept.l have played.Present Perfect Continuous Tenseln Present Perfect Continuous, the action has been taking place for some time and is still ongoing.For example:I have been
eating.I have been sleeping.I have been playing.Past TenseSimple Past Tenseln Simple Past, the action is simply mentioned and understood to have taken place in the past.For example:I ate.I slept.I played.Past Continuous tenseln Past Continuous, the action was ongoing till a certain time in the past.For example:I was eating.l was sleeping.I was
playing.Past Perfect TensePast Perfect is used to express something that happened before another action in the past.For example:I had eaten.I had slept.l had played.Past Perfect Continous TensePast Perfect Continuous is used to express something that started in the past and continued until another time in the past.For example:I had been eating.I
had been sleeping.I had been playing.Future TenseSimple Future TenseSimple Future is used when we plan or make a decision to do something. Nothing is said about the time in the future.For example:I will eat.I will sleep.I will play.Future Continous TenseThe future continuous tense is used to express action at a particular moment in the future.
However, the action will not have finished at the moment.For example:I will be eating at 9 a.m.I will be sleeping when you arrive.I will be playing at 5 p.m.Future Perfect TenseFuture Perfect expresses an action that will occur in the future before another action in the future.For example:I will have eaten before 10 a.m.I will have slept before you
arrive.l will have played before 6 p.m.Future Perfect Continuous TenseFuture Perfect Continuous is used to talk about an on-going action before some point in the future.For example:I will have been sleeping for two hours when you arrive.I will have been playing for an hour when it is 5 p.m.
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