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This book provides a comprehensive coverage of the subfields and foundational issues in political science, both domestically and internationally. It offers accurate information, background context, and video supplements that enhance understanding. The content is highly relevant to various audiences and incorporates recent events to engage readers.
This textbook effectively covers the essential topics in American intro courses, with stories, illustrations, and video links providing a comprehensive learning experience for students. The content has been praised for its accuracy and relevance, making it an excellent resource for dual enrollment courses. The layout and organization of the material are
consistent and logical, allowing for easy navigation and comprehension. The inclusion of real-world examples and diverse perspectives adds depth to the subject matter, making it engaging for a wide range of students. Overall, this textbook is well-suited for introductory political science courses, offering a balanced approach that challenges students
to think critically about politics and its significance in the world. Do Hurnans Make the Politcal Choces That They Do? 2.3 Hurnan Behavio Is Partly Predictable 2.4 The Importanc of Context for Politcal Decisions Summary Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Unit 1. Politcal Decisions Do Hurnans Make the Politcal Choces That They Do?
Summary Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 1. Introductin to Politcal Science Introductin Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 2. The Nature of Politcal Power The Nature of Politcal Power Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 3. Theories of Politcal Behavior Theories of Politcal
Behavior Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 4. The Politcal Process The Politcal Process Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 5. The Role of Institutions The Role of Institutions Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 6. The Media and Politcal Discourse The Media and Politcal Discourse
Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Unit 2. Politcal Systems Do Hurnans Make the Politcal Choces That They Do? Summary Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 7. The Politcal System The Politcal System Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 8. The Politcal Process The Politcal Process Key
Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 9. The Role of Institutions The Role of Institutions Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 10. The Media and Politcal Discourse The Media and Politcal Discourse Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Unit 3. Politcal Participation Do Hurnans Make the Politcal
Choces That They Do? Summary Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 11. The Politcal System The Politcal System Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 12. The Politcal Process The Politcal Process Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 13. The Role of Institutions The Role of Institutions
Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 14. The Media and Politcal Discourse The Media and Politcal Discourse Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Unit 4. Politcal Institutions Do Hurnans Make the Politcal Choces That They Do? Summary Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 15. The Politcal
System The Politcal System Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 16. The Politcal Process The Politcal Process Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 17. The Role of Institutions The Role of Institutions Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 18. The Media and Politcal Discourse The Media
and Politcal Discourse Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Unit 5. Politcal Relations Do Hurnans Make the Politcal Choces That They Do? Summary Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 19. The Politcal System The Politcal System Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 20. The Politcal Process
The Politcal Process Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 21. The Role of Institutions The Role of Institutions Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 22. The Media and Politcal Discourse The Media and Politcal Discourse Key Terms Review Questions Suggested Readings Worldviews Summary and Key Terms
Review Questions Suggested Readings Chapter 15: Navigating Global Governance through International Law and OrganizationsPolitics is not just something that happens outside of our daily lives; it's also deeply embedded within them. The decisions made by local and national governments, as well as international organizations, can affect everything
from the water we drink to the clothes we wear. This means that politics plays a significant role in even the most intimate aspects of our lives, including our reproductive rights, marriage rights, and how our bodies are treated after we pass away. In fact, you could say that politics is everywhere, regardless of whether or not you're interested in it. The
truth is, politics has a vested interest in us, simply because we're human beings living in societies with complex systems of governance. When it comes to understanding politics and political science, having a solid grasp of the subject can make all the difference. As someone who develops a deep comprehension of politics and political science, you'll be
better equipped to navigate the world as a citizen, politician, or job seeker. Moreover, with a more nuanced understanding of politics and political science, you'll be able to critically think about complex issues like who gets what, when, how, and why. This is particularly important in terms of promoting high-quality governance that reflects the public
interest. If we want to see politicians possess greater integrity and policies that align with the needs of the people, it's up to informed citizens to work together to bring this about. Critical thinking is also essential for evaluating evidence and being cautious against misinformation and manipulation. When faced with questions like "Why did [this
political event] happen?" or "What do you think will happen?", having a solid foundation in politics and political science enables you to provide informed responses based on evidence. This chapter aims to introduce you to the world of politics and the systematic study of political science. You'll learn about fundamental principles, core concepts, and
how they shape our understanding of governance. By delving into these topics, you'll gain a deeper appreciation for the complexities of politics and be better equipped to engage with the world around you. Political science is a comprehensive study of governance employing empirical methods for analysis. It traditionally focuses on states and
government institutions but has expanded to encompass various social, cultural, and psychological factors influencing government operations. The discipline centers on power dynamics, differing from other social sciences in its focus on the ability of one actor to influence another. Inquiry that promotes citizenship encompasses several key areas of
study, including political theory, comparative politics, and international relations. Political Theory focuses on the foundations of political communities and institutions, examining human nature and moral purposes of association. It draws upon enduring writings from ancient Greece to present and philosophical perspectives to re-examine beliefs about
politics in light of ongoing behavior. Comparative Politics offers diverse approaches and goals, aiming to understand how different societies develop distinct political institutions. Researchers examine which systems provide optimal values such as order, equality, freedom, or economic security for citizens. Comparative courses often compare particular
problems or institutions across multiple countries or focus on in-depth analyses of single countries' basic institutions. International Relations seeks an understanding of why states and non-state actors interact as they do. It encompasses diverse topics like international conflict, war prevention, role of law and organizations, world trade,
communications, development, foreign investment, finance, and national security policy decisions. POL S 201, Introduction to Political Theory, provides a foundational overview of political theory's main lines of thought, while advanced courses delve deeper into specific concepts and theories. Comparative Politics offers two primary approaches: one
comparing problems or institutions across multiple countries and another focusing on in-depth analyses of single countries' basic institutions. The Introduction to Comparative Politics (POL S 204) combines these methods by discussing comparative issues in various settings alongside in-depth readings and lectures on key countries. International
Relations is characterized by its diversity in studying behavior, including international conflict, war prevention, world trade, and national security policy decisions. Scholars analyze the role of international law and organizations as well as the dynamics of foreign policy decision-making. POL S 203, International Relations, provides a foundational
understanding of international politics, serving as a base for subsequent offerings at higher levels. American Government and Politics seeks to understand the practices and institutions of the United States, including the presidency, Congress, courts, mass media, race and ethnicity, constitutional law, policy formation, state politics, and American
thought. POL S 202, Introduction to American Politics, is recommended preparation for most other courses in this field. Political science is a study of how governments function and how leaders make decisions. It helps us understand laws, policies, and leadership, which are all crucial for making informed decisions as citizens. Every country has its
unique political system that shapes the way people live and interact with one another. By learning about political science, we can gain a deeper understanding of how power is used and different political systems function. To become well-versed in political science, students participate in academic internships, especially in Washington D.C., Olympia,
or Seattle. These internships provide hands-on experience in the field, allowing students to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world scenarios. Political methodology is a key subfield that focuses on research design and analysis. It includes courses on philosophical issues regarding science, empirical research, and practical field research. Students
also learn how to conduct individual and group research projects through seminars. In political science, we study various branches that cover different aspects of politics. Political theory examines ideas and philosophies about governance, democracy, and justice. Thinkers like Plato, Aristotle, and Karl Marx have contributed significantly to these
discussions. Comparative politics looks at the similarities and differences between countries' political systems, helping us understand why some governments are more stable than others. International relations explore how countries interact with each other, including issues like trade, diplomacy, war, and treaties. Public administration deals with how
governments manage services such as healthcare, education, and transportation. It focuses on effective resource management and public service delivery. Political economy studies the relationship between politics and economics, examining how government policies affect the economy and vice versa. Finally, public law looks at legal rules that govern

society, including constitutional law and civil rights. Understanding these branches of political science helps us become more informed citizens and take part in shaping our communities. Political science is a broad field that studies government systems, policies, and global affairs. To understand this subject, it's essential to know about its different
branches and their importance.
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