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LookupAPlate	is	a	free	nationwide	license	plate	lookup	service	and	a	community	platform	to	report	unsafe	driving	and	bad	drivers.	With	over294	million	registered	vehiclesin	the	US,	searching	a	license	plate	number	may	feel	like	searching	for	a	needle	in	a	haystack,	but	weve	got	you	covered.	LookupAPlate	lets	you	quickly	identify	the	vehicle	by
license	plate	number.	You	can	view	key	vehicle	specs,	check	recalls,	submit	bad	driving	reports,	and	request	vehicle	ownership	details	from	our	partner	service	(for	valid	reasons).	You	don't	even	need	to	sign	up	or	create	an	account	-	just	enter	the	license	plate	number	and	select	the	state	to	get	started.	Scenarios	that	might	require	conducting	a
reverse	license	plate	number	search:	There	are	various	instances	where	searching	for	a	license	plate	becomes	necessary.	Here	are	some	scenarios:	When	the	VIN	isnt	available,	the	license	plate	number	can	help	you	identify	the	vehicle	and	obtain	missing	information.	For	pre-due	diligence,	especially	when	buying	a	used	vehicle	from	a	private	party	or
online.	To	obtain	detailed	vehicle	records,	history,	service	history,	active	recalls	and	accident	records	or	to	check	if	it	was	ever	reported	stolen.	To	check	if	the	vanity	or	personalised	license	plate	is	available	for	registration.	To	check	if	there	was	an	odometer	rollback	or	if	the	vehicle	has	a	salvage	title.	Towing	or	insurance	companies	may	need	to
search	to	identify	the	owner	of	the	abandoned	or	damaged	vehicle.	To	check	if	there	are	any	open	recalls	on	the	vehicle.	To	report	bad	drivers	or	leave	public	comments	on	online	forums/platforms.	Typically,	what	data	can	you	find	with	a	license	plate	search?	The	license	plate	search	can	yield	detailed	information	about	the	vehicle	and	potentially	the
owner.	However,	some	information	might	be	restricted	depending	on	who	you	are	and	for	what	reason	you	are	searching.	In	general,	you	can	expect	to	find	the	following	data:	Vehicle	technical	specifications	include	make,	model,	color,	year	of	make,	engine	capacity,	safety	rating,	and	features.	Fuel	efficiency,	active	recalls	and	warranty.	Vehicle
sketch.	*	Service	history,	lien	records,	title	history,	salvage,	or	total	loss	history.	*	Sale	records	and	market	value.	To	obtain	Personal	Identifiable	Information	(PII),	such	as	the	vehicle	owners	name,	address	etc.,	a	valid	reason	that	complies	with	DPPA	regulations	is	necessary	(more	on	that	below).	What	are	our	data	sources?	The	license	plate	data
comes	from	multiple	official	and	reliable	sources	including	but	not	limited	toNMVTIS,	various	car	auction	websites,	car	manufacturers,	dealers	and	others.	How	to	use	LookupAPlate?	Searching	for	license	plates	on	LookupAPlate	is	quick,	user-friendly	and,	of	course,	FREE.	Additionally,	unlike	other	websites,	you	can	search	directly	without	providing
personal	information	or	registering.	Navigate	toLookupAPlate.comin	your	browser.	(You	can	also	bookmark	the	page	for	easy	access)	Enter	the	license	plate	number	in	the	search	box	and	select	the	state	from	the	drop-down.	Click	on	the	Search	button.	On	the	next	page,	you	can	view	the	vehicle	details	and	see	if	there	are	any	community-uploaded
images,	videos	or	feedback	against	the	plate.	You	can	also	add	your	comments,	images	or	videos	to	the	same	page	against	the	plate.	And	thats	about	it	-	we	told	you	its	easy.	If	not	LookupAPlate,	the	traditional	option	is	to	fill	out	a	DPPA-2	form	with	the	local	DMV	office.	This	process	can	be	time-consuming,	especially	when	you	just	need	vehicle-
related	information	and	are	not	interested	in	the	ownership	records.	Can	anyone	look	up	a	license	plate?	Yes,	its	perfectly	legal	to	run	someones	license	plate,	provided	you	have	a	valid	reason	as	defined	in	the	Federal	Drivers	Privacy	Protection	Act	(DPPA).	DPPA	basically	prohibits	and	regulates	sharing	of	the	personally	identifiable	vehicle	owner
data	like	name,	address,	photo	and	phone	number	without	a	legitimate	reason.	As	per	DPPA,	the	permissible	uses	are:	For	motor	vehicle	or	driver	safety	and	theft	By	Government	agency	For	litigation/Pre-litigation	For	debt	recovery	For	insurer	and	claim	investigation	By	licensed	private	investigator	or	agency	For	employment	By	consumer	authority
Others;	vary	from	state	to	state	Why	should	you	report	bad	drivers?	As	per	the	2019	NHTSAreport:	American	roads	had	228,679,719	licensed	drivers	and	299,267,114	registered	vehicles.	A	staggering	82%	of	drivers	agree	to	commit	or	engage	in	road	rage.	6,756,000	police-reported	vehicle	crashes,	36,096	fatalities,	and	nearly	2,740,000	Americans
were	injured.	One	person	is	killed	every	15	minutes,	and	about	five	people	are	injured	every	minute	in	traffic-related	incidents.	40.88	million	Americans	received	traffic	citations.	Clearly,	American	roads	are	seeing	an	increasing	number	of	bad	drivers	and	reckless	driving.	When	you	encounter	someone	driving	rashly	or	a	bad	driver,	you	can	make	a
difference	by	reporting	the	plate	on	our	website.	Publicly	naming	and	shaming	the	plate	owner	may	just	be	what	it	takes	to	deter	them	from	bad	driving!	Finding	a	name	based	on	a	license	plate	number	can	be	complex	due	to	legal	and	privacy	constraints.	Public	records	and	online	platforms	offer	some	reverse	lookup	services,	but	they	often	require
compliance	with	stringent	data	protection	laws.	Private	investigators	can	conduct	thorough	and	legally	compliant	searches	using	advanced	techniques.	Its	essential	to	prioritize	data	privacy	and	use	reputable	sources.	Unauthorized	access	and	data	mishandling	pose	significant	risks.	By	understanding	the	legal	implications	and	employing	ethical
practices,	one	can	navigate	this	process	more	effectively.	Continue	to	learn	how	to	balance	these	concerns	while	seeking	necessary	information.	License	plate	tracking	involves	the	systematic	monitoring	and	recording	of	vehicle	license	plates,	usually	by	law	enforcement	agencies	or	private	entities.	This	technology	is	primarily	deployed	to	enhance
security	and	enforce	traffic	laws.	However,	it	brings	about	significant	privacy	concerns.	Individuals	often	worry	about	the	extent	to	which	their	movements	are	being	monitored	and	recorded,	potentially	leading	to	unauthorized	surveillance.	The	technology	limitations	of	license	plate	tracking	systems	also	merit	consideration.	While	advancements	have
been	made,	issues	such	as	poor	image	resolution	and	environmental	factors	can	affect	data	accuracy.	Inaccurate	data	can	result	in	false	identifications	or	missed	detections,	undermining	the	efficacy	of	the	system.	Security	risks	are	another	critical	aspect.	The	data	collected	through	license	plate	tracking	systems	must	be	securely	stored	and	protected
against	unauthorized	access.	Breaches	could	expose	sensitive	information,	leading	to	misuse	or	identity	theft.	Moreover,	the	social	implications	of	widespread	license	plate	tracking	are	profound.	The	pervasive	monitoring	could	foster	a	sense	of	distrust	among	the	public,	potentially	affecting	the	relationship	between	citizens	and	governing	bodies.
Ultimately,	while	license	plate	tracking	offers	substantial	benefits,	it	is	imperative	to	address	its	privacy	concerns,	technology	limitations,	security	risks,	and	social	implications	to	ensure	responsible	and	ethical	usage.	The	legal	implications	of	searching	names	via	license	plate	numbers	are	complex	and	multifaceted.	This	process	touches	on	several
critical	areas	of	law	and	ethics	that	must	be	carefully	navigated	to	avoid	breaches	and	legal	repercussions.	Primarily,	there	are	significant	privacy	concerns	associated	with	obtaining	personal	information	based	on	a	vehicles	license	plate.	Unauthorized	access	to	such	data	can	lead	to	severe	privacy	violations.	Data	protection	laws,	such	as	the	General
Data	Protection	Regulation	(GDPR)	in	Europe,	impose	stringent	requirements	on	how	personal	data	is	collected,	stored,	and	used.	These	regulations	mandate	robust	systems	to	safeguard	data	from	unauthorized	access.	Consent	issues	also	arise,	as	individuals	typically	have	not	given	explicit	permission	for	their	personal	information	to	be	accessed
through	their	license	plate	numbers.	This	lack	of	consent	could	lead	to	legal	challenges	and	penalties.	Legal	restrictions	vary	by	jurisdiction	but	generally	prohibit	the	unauthorized	use	of	license	plate	information	for	personal	or	commercial	purposes.	Violating	these	restrictions	can	result	in	significant	fines	and	legal	actions.	Lastly,	accountability
measures	must	be	in	place	to	ensure	that	any	entity	handling	such	sensitive	data	can	be	held	responsible	for	misuse	or	unauthorized	access.	Understanding	these	implications	is	crucial	for	compliant	and	ethical	use	of	license	plate	data.	Using	a	VIN	number	owner	lookup	service	can	help	avoid	legal	pitfalls,	as	many	services	ensure	compliance	with
local	and	federal	data	protection	laws.	Often,	individuals	and	businesses	seek	efficient	and	reliable	methods	to	perform	license	plate	lookups	online.	Various	online	resources	are	available	to	facilitate	this	need,	offering	services	that	provide	essential	details	linked	to	a	vehicle	registration.	These	platforms	typically	utilize	public	records	to	perform	a
reverse	search,	allowing	users	to	obtain	information	such	as	the	vehicles	make,	model,	and	sometimes	the	owners	name	and	address.	However,	while	these	services	can	be	useful,	it	is	crucial	to	be	mindful	of	data	privacy	concerns.	Unauthorized	access	to	personal	information	can	lead	to	serious	consequences,	including	identity	theft.	Therefore,
reputable	services	ensure	that	they	comply	with	legal	standards	and	protect	the	privacy	of	the	individuals	involved.	Many	online	resources	provide	different	levels	of	detail.	Some	free	databases	offer	basic	information,	while	others	require	payment	for	more	comprehensive	reports.	These	services	often	consolidate	data	from	various	public	records,
making	it	easier	for	users	to	find	the	information	they	need	quickly.	Engaging	a	private	investigator	can	offer	a	more	thorough	and	legally	compliant	method	for	conducting	license	plate	lookups.	Private	investigators	are	adept	at	utilizing	specialized	investigator	techniques	that	go	beyond	what	is	available	through	public	online	resources.	They	can
often	find	owner	name	by	vehicle	number,	providing	a	legal	and	reliable	solution	for	those	needing	such	information.	These	professionals	follow	established	industry	standards	to	ensure	that	their	methods	are	both	effective	and	lawful.	Private	investigators	employ	a	variety	of	surveillance	methods	to	gather	information.	This	can	include	discreetly
observing	a	vehicles	movements	or	using	advanced	equipment	to	collect	data.	They	also	have	access	to	privileged	information	sources,	such	as	databases	not	available	to	the	general	public,	which	can	provide	more	accurate	and	comprehensive	results.	However,	it	is	crucial	to	be	aware	of	privacy	concerns	when	hiring	a	private	investigator.	Ensuring
that	the	investigation	respects	the	privacy	rights	of	individuals	is	essential	to	avoid	legal	repercussions.	Here	are	some	key	aspects	of	utilizing	private	investigators:	Expert	knowledge	of	investigator	techniques	Advanced	surveillance	methods	Adherence	to	industry	standards	Access	to	exclusive	information	sources	Respect	for	privacy	concerns
Conducting	a	name	search	ethically	requires	adherence	to	both	legal	guidelines	and	moral	considerations.	Data	privacy	should	be	the	foremost	concern.	Ensure	you	have	a	legitimate	reason	for	seeking	information	and	always	comply	with	local,	state,	and	federal	regulations	regarding	the	use	of	personal	data.	When	using	public	records,	verify	that	the
sources	are	reputable	and	that	accessing	this	information	does	not	violate	any	privacy	laws.	Social	media	can	be	a	valuable	tool,	but	it	must	be	used	responsibly.	Avoid	engaging	in	deceptive	practices	or	invading	someones	private	accounts.	Utilize	only	information	that	is	publicly	available	and	be	mindful	of	the	ethical	considerations	involved	in
accessing	personal	details.	Cybersecurity	measures	are	essential	to	protect	the	information	you	gather.	Always	use	secure	networks	and	devices	when	conducting	your	search	to	prevent	unauthorized	access	or	data	breaches.	Additionally,	ensure	that	any	third-party	services	you	employ	adhere	to	strict	cybersecurity	protocols.	One	common	pitfall	in
name	searching	by	license	plate	number	is	overlooking	legal	and	ethical	boundaries.	Engaging	in	such	practices	without	proper	authorization	can	result	in	severe	consequences.	Below	are	key	pitfalls	and	strategies	to	avoid	them:	Privacy	concerns:	Unauthorized	access	to	personal	data	violates	privacy	laws.	Always	ensure	you	have	legal	grounds
before	attempting	to	retrieve	this	information.	Accuracy	issues:	Information	obtained	from	unverified	sources	can	be	inaccurate.	Rely	on	reputable	databases	and	confirm	the	data	through	multiple	channels.	Data	protection:	Mishandling	sensitive	data	can	lead	to	breaches.	Employ	robust	data	protection	measures	and	comply	with	regulations	like
GDPR	or	CCPA.	Identity	theft	risks:	Improper	use	of	personal	information	can	facilitate	identity	theft.	Limit	access	to	sensitive	data	and	verify	the	identity	of	individuals	requesting	such	information.	Ethical	considerations:	Even	if	legally	permissible,	consider	the	ethical	implications	of	your	actions.	Always	weigh	the	potential	harm	against	the	benefits.
The	process	of	finding	a	name	by	license	plate	number	involves	understanding	license	plate	tracking,	navigating	legal	implications,	and	utilizing	available	online	resources	or	private	investigators.	Ethical	considerations	must	guide	the	search	to	ensure	compliance	with	legal	standards	and	respect	for	privacy.	Potential	pitfalls,	such	as	misinformation
or	legal	consequences,	necessitate	caution.	By	adhering	to	ethical	practices	and	legal	guidelines,	individuals	can	responsibly	utilize	these	methods	for	legitimate	purposes.	1.	Finding	the	owner	of	a	vehicle	by	license	plate	number	Only	law	enforcement	and	licensed	investigators	have	access	to	the	DMV	and	can	legally	perform	a	license	plate	search.
So	how	can	someone	retrieve	this	information	if	its	not	directly	accessible	to	the	public?	There	are	two	ways:	the	RIGHT	way,	which	provides	accurate	&	legally	obtained	results	and	the	WRONG	way	which	provides	-	well,	wrong	results.	Finding	the	registered	owner	continued...	2.	Legally	searching	for	someone	using	a	license	plate	or	VIN	In	short,
it's	perfectly	legal	to	lookup	the	owner	of	a	license	plate,	provided	you	have	a	legitimate	purpose.	How	a	license	plate	search	is	legal...	3.	The	"Free"	license	plate	lookup	Buyer	beware,	there	are	many	free	license	plate	number	lookup	tools.	While	they	are	free	to	search,	the	results	are	NOT	-	nor	accurate	for	that	matter.	Learn	about	free	license	plate
searches...	4.	Results	you	can	expect	from	a	license	plate	search	This	depends	on	the	state,	but	results	normally	include	owners	name,	address,	lienholder	information	and	more.	See	details	of	a	license	plate	search	report...	5.	One	time	payment	vs	subscription	services	With	Docusearch,	there	is	no	subscription	to	purchase	or	commitment	to	further
charges.	Simply	pay	for	the	search	you	need	and	nothing	more.	Others	however...	6.	Real	Customer	Reviews	Do	other	websites	provide	actual	customer	reviews	of	their	license	plate	lookup	service?	Ask	yourself	why	they	dont!	Don't	fall	for	"Instant"	and	"Free"	scams	Lets	look	at	the	WRONG	way	first.	Its	easy	to	get	drawn	to	free	and	instant	search
options	available	on	the	internet.	However,	If	its	too	good	to	be	true,	it	normally	is,	and	in	this	case	its	no	different.	Sure	its	free	to	search,	but	its	NOT	free	to	view	the	results.	And	while	an	instant	search	may	seem	attractive,	youd	be	better	off	just	picking	a	name	out	of	a	hat.	These	searches	are	not	direct	feeds	from	the	DMV,	they	are	historic
records	from	old	and	outdated	databases.	We	group	these	sites	right	with	the	get	rich	quick	schemes.	Use	a	licensed	investigator	on	your	behalf	Now	the	RIGHT	way.	You	can	legally	obtain	the	owner	information	by	a	license	plate	number	by	using	a	licensed	investigator	to	make	the	search	on	your	behalf.	A	licensed	agent	(like	Docusearch)	has	access
to	DMV	real-time	records.	So	not	only	are	you	taking	responsible	measures	to	collect	potentially	sensitive	information,	you	can	rest	assured	that	the	results	you	get	will	be	correct.	Provide	investigator	with	either	the	license	plate	number	and	state	or	the	VIN	An	investigator	service	who	is	licensed	in	your	state	like	Docusearch	can	perform	a	search
with	one	of	the	two	-	license	plate	#	or	VIN.	Simply	submit	this	with	a	permissible	reason	for	the	search.	Safety,	Accidents,	and	Litigation	If	your	purpose	for	a	license	plate	search	is	for	unlawful	reasons	then	of	course	this	would	be	a	criminal	act.	However,	most	people	who	do	require	owner	information	of	a	license	plate	do	so	for	the	purpose	of
verifying	personal	information	for	litigation	purposes,	driver	safety	or	'hit-and-run'	incidents.	Federal	Driver's	Privacy	Protection	Act	You	may	be	wondering,	if	its	not	illegal	then	why	isnt	the	information	publicly	listed	on	the	web?	We	wont	bore	you	with	a	comprehensive	breakdown	of	the	law,	but	the	short	answer	is	that	vehicle	records	are	governed
by	the	Federal	Drivers	Privacy	Protection	Act.	Truth	behind	free	license	plate	searches	Weve	touched	on	this	previously	and	dont	mean	to	beat	a	dead	horse	but	its	important	to	know	that	free	license	plate	searches	DO	NOT	mean	free	results.	Sites	that	advertise	this	do	allow	you	to	search	for	free	but	they	conceal	their	results	behind	a	paywall.
BUYER	BEWARE...there	is	a	reason	for	this.	Its	because	they	want	you	to	believe	that	they	have	the	results	you're	looking	for	and	in	order	to	see	them,	you'll	need	to	sign	up	for	their	database	subscription	service.	Avoid	gimmicks	with	a	licensed	investigator	If	you	want	actual	results	retrieved	from	your	states'	DMV,	pay	a	small	fee	for	a	licensed
investigator	service	and	save	yourself	from	the	many	gimmicks	that	litter	the	web.	In	most	instances,	licensed	investigators	are	able	to	retrieve	the	following:	Registered	owner's	name	and	address	Vehicle	information	including	VIN,	plate,	year,	model,	make,	etc	Leinholder	(legal	owner)	name	and	address,	if	provided	A	couple	of	states	have	laws
restricting	access	to	address	(or	other	restrictions)	but	any	such	restriction	is	clearly	displayed	on	the	state	search	description.	Unlike	other	services,	because	our	data	is	derived	from	the	State	DMV	(and	not	a	historic	database)	you	can	be	assured	that	results	returned	are	accurate	and	current.	They	exist	for	only	one	reason;	to	sell	you	a	monthly
subscription	to	their	outdated	database	and	continually	charge	you.	Thats	their	real	business.	And	to	cancel,	they	make	you	jump	through	hoops.	At	Docusearch,	you	only	pay	for	the	search	you	need	and	nothing	more.	No	subscription	to	purchase,	nothing	to	cancel	and	no	future	obligation.	Reputable	firms	give	their	customers	the	opportunity	to	post
a	review	of	the	service	provided.	And	were	not	talking	about	a	fictitious	quote	splattered	on	some	sales	copy,	but	an	actual	review	of	the	service.	They	dont	because	they	realize	that	most	customers	are	very	disappointed	with	the	accuracy	of	the	results	received	or	the	subscription	they	are	forced	to	cancel.	At	Docusearch,	we	give	every	new	customer
the	chance	to	post	a	review	for	all	to	see.	Of	course,	this	is	completely	optional	but	we	have	hundreds	of	reviews	available.	Simply	click	on	the	state	you	wish	to	search	to	view	them.	Nowadays,	you	can	find	nearly	any	piece	of	information	about	another	person	with	a	simple	Google	search.	But	what	if	you	dont	have	someones	name	to	start	with?
Maybe	you	witness	reckless	driving	oryoure	wondering	who	keeps	parking	his	car	in	front	of	your	house.	In	both	cases,	you	may	want	to	know	how	to	find	a	name	and	address	by	using	a	license	plate	number.	If	you	have	the	vehicles	license	platenumber	and	the	state	in	which	the	license	was	issued,	there	are	a	few	ways	to	seek	out	the	drivers
information.	In	this	article,	we	will	discuss	how	to	find	the	owner	of	a	license	plate	number,	as	well	as	how	to	find	an	address	by	license	plate	search.How	Can	I	Find	the	Owner	of	a	License	Plate	Number?Finding	the	owner	of	a	license	plate	number	can	tell	you	a	lot	of	basic	information	about	a	person,	like	their	name,	address,	and	public
records.Fortunately,	once	you	find	a	name	by	license	plate	search,	the	rest	of	your	investigation	will	be	much	easier,	whether	you	want	to	look	up	the	persons	criminal	records,	driving	history,	or	even	their	social	media	profiles.Find	Name	and	Address	by	License	PlateNote:	State	laws	dictate	what	information	you	can	obtain	about	a	driver	by	looking
up	a	vehicle	license	plate.	In	some	states,	finding	a	name	and	address	using	a	license	plate	number	may	not	be	possible	or	legal.Contact	the	DMV	To	Find	Name	and	Address	by	License	PlateThe	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	is	authorized	to	run	license	plate	lookups	they	have	record	of	all	registered	license	plates,	as	well	as	driver	records.	To	start,
reach	out	to	the	appropriate	states	DMV	to	find	out	if	driver	information	is	considered	public	information	in	that	jurisdiction.	If	a	records	request	is	allowed	in	that	state,	you	will	be	able	to	file	one	over	the	phone	or	on	the	DMV	website.Prepare	a	Formal	RequestMost	states	require	you	to	submit	a	formal	request	for	information.	Typically,	these	are
forms	that	can	be	acquired	from	state	government	offices,	websites,	or	the	DMV.	A	fee	may	be	associated	with	making	the	request,	and	waiting	times	for	search	results	vary	by	jurisdiction.Review	the	ResultsOnce	you	have	filed	the	request,	some	state	governments	will	mail	a	copy	of	the	documents,	while	others	will	send	a	link	where	the	paperwork
can	be	viewed	online.	Occasionally,	youll	be	required	to	visit	a	government	office	to	view	the	documents.	You	may	be	able	to	copy	them,	but	be	prepared	to	pay	a	nominal	copying	fee.Contact	the	Police	to	Find	Name	and	Address	by	License	PlateIf	you	have	witnessed	a	crime	like	a	hit	and	run,	you	may	want	to	find	out	the	name	and	address	of	a
person	by	their	license	plate	number.	It	may	sound	tempting	to	play	detective	and	start	searching	for	the	criminal	online,	but	it	is	best	to	reach	out	to	the	police	first.	If	you	were	involved	in	the	crime,	are	a	victim,	or	witnessed	an	incident,	you	can	simply	visit	your	local	police	station	or	call	them	to	give	them	the	license	plate	number.After	the
investigation	has	taken	place	and	the	case	has	closed,	you	will	be	able	to	ask	for	the	police	report	and	records,	which	will	typically	have	the	name	and	address	of	the	person	you	were	looking	for.Other	Ways	to	Find	a	Name	and	Address	Using	a	License	Plate	NumberMore	often	than	not,	finding	a	name	and	address	using	a	license	plate	number	is	not
authorized	by	the	DMV	or	other	government	agencies,	so	you	may	result	to	an	internet	search.Simply	plugging	the	license	plate	number	and	the	state	into	an	online	search	engine	is	likely	to	reveal	a	number	of	results.	Most	of	these	come	from	a	third-partyindependent	search	firm	that	has	the	connections	necessary	to	obtain	public	information
documents.However,	be	aware	that	many	of	these	search	firms	are	not	reputable.	Certain	red	flags	to	look	for	include	promises	of	free	searches	and	immediate	results.	Many	websites	that	claim	their	services	are	free	eventually	ask	for	a	fee	or	a	paid	membership	before	you	receive	any	actual	search	results.	Search	firms	that	promise	instant	results
are	likely	using	old,	out-of-date	databases	that	may	yield	useless	information.Reputable	search	firms	exist,	but	they	will	be	upfront	about	pricing	and	the	timelines	for	their	services.Authorized	Reasons	for	Accessing	License	Plate	RecordsEvery	state	has	different	regulations	for	releasing	a	drivers	information	from	their	license	plate	records.	These
regulations	are	in	place	to	protect	individuals,	but	there	are	specificauthorized	reasonsthat	allow	the	release	of	the	information.	Some	of	these	situations	include:Insurance	providers	working	on	a	claimLaw	enforcement	investigations	(car	accidents,	theft,	product	recalls)Agencies	performing	market	researchA	business	attempting	to	verify	an
individuals	identityPublic	Safety	ConcernsOther	reasons	someone	may	need	a	persons	information	from	their	license	plate	number	may	be	more	serious.	If	you	were	the	victim	of	a	crime	like	a	hit	and	run,	or	if	someone	left	a	vehicle	on	your	business	property,	contact	the	authorities	immediately.In	either	situation,	record	as	much	information	as	you
can	about	the	vehicle	and	its	owner.	Specifically,	take	photos	of	the	license	plate	number,	noting	the	state,	city,	and	expiration	date	of	the	plate.	You	can	also	take	photos	of	the	entire	vehicle	to	help	the	police	identify	the	suspect.	This	information	will	also	be	helpful	for	your	insurance	company,	who	you	should	contact	next	if	there	was	any	damage	to
your	vehicle.If	you	are	looking	to	find	a	license	plate	owner,	check	out	our	guide	on	how	to	look	up	license	plate	numbers.Have	More	Legal	Questions?When	you	or	someone	youre	close	to	have	a	run-in	with	the	law,	it	can	be	confusing	at	best.	You	can	have	a	local	attorney	provide	you	with	a	free	case	evaluation	to	help	answer	your	questions	and
make	a	plan	for	the	future.	Who	owns	a	private	vehicle	is	normally	privileged	information	that	isnt	available	to	the	public.	However,	depending	on	where	you	live	you	may	be	able	to	submit	an	information	request,	ask	law	enforcement,	or	hire	a	PI	to	identify	the	owner	of	a	vehicle.1Identify	the	reason	you	need	to	find	the	owner.	Most	governments
restrict	access	to	information	about	registered	owners	of	motor	vehicles	for	privacy	reasons.	Before	you	can	get	personal	information	about	the	owner	of	the	vehicle,	youll	need	to	demonstrate	that	you	have	a	legitimate	reason.[2]For	example,	you	might	need	to	find	the	owner	of	a	vehicle	if	youve	been	involved	in	an	accident,	or	if	youre	conducting
research	that	involves	statistics	about	motor	vehicle	ownership.	You	might	also	need	access	to	this	information	as	part	of	your	job	(e.g.,	if	youre	an	insurance	agent	or	someone	in	charge	of	towing	or	impounding	vehicles).[3]Giving	false	information	or	lying	about	your	reason	for	seeking	the	information	on	a	government	form	or	other	legal	document
may	result	in	fines	or	even	jail	time,	depending	on	the	laws	where	you	live.	2Contact	law	enforcement.	If	you	are	the	victim	of	a	hit-and-run,	or	if	finding	the	vehicle's	registered	owner	is	a	matter	of	public	safety,	call	on	local	police	to	assist	you.	They	have	more	resources	to	track	down	the	owner.[4]You	may	not	be	given	the	information	yourself,	but
the	police	will	assist	with	whatever	you	need	to	do.	For	example,	if	someone	abandoned	a	car	in	the	parking	lot	of	your	business,	the	police	could	help	you	contact	the	owner	to	remove	the	vehicle	from	your	property.	Advertisement	3Find	out	as	much	as	you	can	on	your	own.	If	all	you	have	is	a	license	plate	number,	it	can	be	extremely	difficult	to	find
out	the	name	of	the	owner.	More	information	gives	you	a	greater	chance	of	success.[5]If	you	took	a	picture	of	the	tag,	you	probably	also	know	the	color	of	the	car,	maybe	even	the	make	and	model.	Do	an	image	search	online	to	narrow	down	the	car's	year.From	the	plate	itself,	you	can	figure	out	the	state	that	issued	the	plate,	and	maybe	even	the	city
or	county	where	it	was	registered.	You	also	can	find	out	whether	the	tag	has	expired.4Talk	to	your	insurance	company.	If	the	driver	was	responsible	for	damage	to	your	vehicle	or	your	property,	you	need	to	file	an	insurance	claim.	Insurance	claims	agents	have	additional	resources	to	locate	the	driver	of	the	vehicle.[6]Provided	your	insurance	company
accepts	the	claim,	they	typically	will	take	care	of	locating	and	suing	the	owner	of	the	vehicle.	Depending	on	the	outcome,	you	may	never	have	any	reason	to	learn	the	driver's	identity	yourself.5Try	to	find	out	the	vehicle	identification	number	(VIN).	In	some	places,	you	must	have	the	VIN	as	well	as	the	tag	number	to	get	any	information	at	all	about	the
registered	owner.	This	helps	prevent	false	identification.If	the	license	plate	number	wasn't	issued	for	that	vehicle,	the	search	results	will	note	that.	You	may	get	results	for	both	the	VIN	number	and	the	plate	number.You	also	can	look	for	information	by	looking	up	the	car's	VIN.	You	may	have	to	pay	a	fee	for	a	VIN	report,	but	it	can	give	you	additional
information	about	the	owner	(although	you	may	not	be	able	to	find	out	their	name).	Advertisement	1Locate	the	government	office	in	charge	of	registering	motor	vehicles.	If	vehicles	have	license	plates,	there	is	a	government	agency	that	issues	those	plates	and	tracks	them.	The	rules	regarding	who	can	access	that	information	depend	on	the	country,
state,	or	province	that	issued	the	license	plate.[7]This	can	be	somewhat	difficult	if	the	license	plate	was	issued	in	a	faraway	place.	If	you	have	to	send	your	request	through	the	mail,	expect	it	to	take	weeks	if	not	months	to	get	a	result.2Review	authorized	reasons	for	accessing	information.	Privacy	laws	protect	drivers	by	only	allowing	certain
information	to	be	shown	under	limited	circumstances.	The	allowed	reasons	vary	depending	on	the	state	that	issued	the	license	plate.Typically	you	can	find	a	list	of	authorized	reasons	online.	Look	for	the	official	website	of	the	government	agency	that	issued	the	license	plate.If	you	can't	find	the	information	online,	you	can	always	call	a	motor	vehicles
agency	office	and	ask.	Explain	that	you	want	to	find	a	vehicle's	registered	owner	and	the	only	information	you	have	is	a	license	plate	number.	Tell	them	why,	and	they	will	tell	you	what	they	can	do	to	help	you,	if	anything.In	some	places,	you	won't	be	able	to	find	out	the	name	of	the	vehicle's	registered	owner	for	any	reason,	absent	the	owner's
knowledge	and	permission.3Complete	an	information	request	form.	The	request	form	requires	you	to	provide	information	about	yourself	and	the	reason	you	are	requesting	the	information.	If	it	comes	with	instructions,	read	them	carefully	before	you	start	filling	out	the	form.[8]Provide	as	much	information	about	the	vehicle,	in	addition	to	the	license
plate	number,	as	you	can.	The	more	information	you	have,	the	more	likely	you	will	get	a	useful	result.You	may	be	able	to	find	a	copy	of	the	form	online.	Look	on	the	official	website	for	the	motor	vehicles	department	or	agency	that	issued	the	license	plate.If	you're	trying	to	locate	the	title	of	a	vehicle,	go	through	your	state's	Department	of	Motor
Vehicles	(DMV).	You'll	have	to	fill	out	a	form	and	pay	any	applicable	fees.[9]4Submit	all	required	documents	and	fees.	You	must	pay	a	fee	for	your	search,	which	will	vary	but	generally	will	be	less	than	$50.[10]	Depending	on	the	location	and	how	you	submit	your	form,	you	may	be	required	to	show	proof	of	identity.[11]Some	governments	may	require
documents	or	other	information	to	back	up	the	reason	you	are	requesting	information	about	the	owner	of	the	vehicle.Fees	typically	are	based	on	the	cost	of	the	search,	not	whether	any	usable	results	are	returned.	If	you	get	results,	you	may	have	to	pay	additional	fees	for	copying.Make	a	copy	of	everything	for	your	personal	records	before	you	send
it.5Receive	the	results	of	your	request.	In	some	cases,	you	may	get	results	from	your	request	immediately.	Typically,	though,	the	agency	will	need	some	time	to	process	your	request	and	will	mail	you	the	results.[12]You	may	want	to	follow	up	with	the	agency	if	you	don't	hear	anything	within	2	to	4	weeks	of	submitting	your	forms.Once	you	get	the
information,	you	may	have	to	do	additional	research.	For	example,	you	may	get	the	registered	owner's	first	and	last	name,	but	not	their	address.	You	may	be	able	to	find	a	last	known	address	or	phone	number	for	the	person	by	doing	a	search	online	of	their	name.6Report	auto	accidents	or	crimes	to	the	police.	If	you	are	the	victim	of	a	hit-and-run,	or	if
you	witnessed	a	crime	or	auto	accident,	let	local	law	enforcement	handle	it.	They	can	track	down	the	owner	of	the	vehicle	for	you.[13]While	you	probably	won't	be	given	personal	access	to	the	driver's	information,	it	will	be	made	available	to	your	insurance	company	if	you	filed	a	claim.	Advertisement	1Look	for	a	private	investigator	online.	A	basic
online	search	will	produce	web	pages	of	local	private	investigators	as	well	as	investigators	who	work	entirely	online.	Compare	the	offerings	on	these	web	pages	and	see	if	something	will	work	for	you.Do	your	own	research	on	any	website	you	find	to	make	sure	it's	a	legitimate	service	and	not	a	scam.	If	the	page	advertises	a	licensed	investigator,	you
can	check	that	license's	status	with	the	state	or	local	agency	that	issued	the	license.Web	searches	can	be	particularly	useful	if	the	license	plate	was	issued	in	a	place	far	from	you.	Look	for	someone	based	there	for	best	results.2Try	an	online	search	service.	There	are	many	online	services	that	will	comb	through	public	records	to	find	the	person	who
was	issued	a	particular	license	plate.	However,	most	of	these	services	charge	fees	and	may	not	deliver	the	results	you	need.[14]Search	for	sites	that	offer	license	plate	lookup	services,	such	as	PeoplePublicRecords.org,	to	find	out	basic	information	about	the	vehicle,	such	as	whether	the	driver	has	a	criminal	history	or	the	car	has	been	involved	in
accidents.[15]Many	of	these	websites	are	scams,	and	may	mislead	you	into	believing	they	have	the	results	you	need	and	then	charging	you	high	fees	before	you	can	even	look	at	the	results.	When	you	get	the	information,	it	may	be	inaccurate	or	outdated.In	most	places,	it	is	illegal	for	anyone	outside	law	enforcement	to	run	a	license	plate	number	to
get	information	on	a	person.	This	doesn't	mean	that	it's	impossible	to	find	a	vehicle's	registered	owner	using	just	a	license	plate	number,	but	online	services	that	claim	to	offer	instantaneous	results	are	probably	scams.3Contact	a	local	investigator.	If	the	license	plate	was	issued	locally,	you	may	want	to	hire	a	private	investigator	to	track	down	the
owner	of	the	vehicle.	Look	online	or	in	your	local	phone	book	to	find	the	names	and	contact	information	for	private	investigators	near	you.[16]Interview	the	investigator	in	person	before	you	hire	them,	and	make	sure	you	understand	how	their	services	work	and	how	you	will	be	billed.	Hiring	a	private	investigator	can	get	expensive,	so	if	you	have	any
budget	limitations	you	need	to	discuss	costs	upfront.Most	governments	require	private	investigators	to	be	licensed.	Ask	for	the	investigator's	licensing	information	and	make	sure	it's	valid	and	up	to	date.Talk	to	the	investigator	specifically	about	what	you	want	and	why.	Find	out	if	they've	done	similar	searches	in	the	past,	and	whether	they	were
successful	in	finding	the	vehicle's	registered	owner.4Research	any	investigator's	background	and	experience.	Before	you	hire	a	private	investigator,	you	need	to	do	a	little	investigating	on	them	to	make	sure	they	have	a	good	reputation	and	can	get	results.[17]Ask	the	investigator	for	a	few	names	of	previous	clients	who	you	can	contact	for	a	reference.
You	also	can	check	for	reviews	of	the	investigator	online.If	the	investigator	has	a	license	from	the	city	or	state	where	they	operate,	see	if	you	can	look	up	their	license	number	online.	Check	their	license	record	for	discipline	or	other	negative	marks.5Sign	a	contract	with	your	investigator.	Before	you	give	the	investigator	any	money	to	start	work,	get
the	specific	terms	of	your	agreement	in	writing.	You	need	to	know	how	long	they	will	search	for	the	owner	and	how	they	will	report	their	findings	to	you.[18]The	contract	should	discuss	all	charges	specifically,	including	any	restrictions	you've	set	for	the	investigator.	For	example,	you	may	want	the	investigator	to	call	you	before	incurring	any
additional	expenses	above	a	certain	dollar	amount.The	contract	also	should	discuss	what	type	of	report	you	will	receive	at	the	end	of	the	investigation,	and	whether	the	investigator	will	contact	you	to	give	you	status	updates	over	the	course	of	the	investigation.	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	What	should	I	do	if	I'm	trying	to	find	the	title
for	a	car?	Bryan	Hamby	Professional	Auto	BrokerBryan	Hamby	is	the	owner	of	Auto	Broker	Club,	a	trusted	auto	brokerage	in	Los	Angeles,	California.	He	founded	Auto	Broker	Club	in	2014	out	of	a	passion	for	cars	and	a	unique	talent	for	customizing	the	car	dealership	process	to	be	on	the	buyers	side.	With	1,400+	deals	closed,	and	a	90%	customer
retention	rate,	Bryans	focus	is	to	simplify	the	car	buying	experience	through	transparency,	fair	pricing,	and	world	class	customer	service.	Contact	the	DMV	in	your	area.	You'll	need	to	fill	out	a	title	request	form	and	pay	a	fee,	and	they'll	let	you	know	about	any	additional	documentation	you	may	need.	Question	Can	you	get	personal	information	from	a
VIN	number?	wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our	trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for	accuracy	and	comprehensiveness.	No,	you	cannot	get	any	personal	information	of	the	car's	owner	just	from	a	VIN	number.	Question	How	can	I	find	the	owner	of	a	car	with	just	the	license	plate	number?	You	can	use
the	state	DMV	and	submit	a	formal	request,	or	use	sites	like	recordsfinder.com/plate	for	a	fee.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Bryan	Hamby	and	by	wikiHow	staff	writer,	Jennifer	Mueller,	JD.	Bryan	Hamby	is	the	owner	of	Auto	Broker	Club,	a	trusted	auto	brokerage	in	Los	Angeles,	California.	He
founded	Auto	Broker	Club	in	2014	out	of	a	passion	for	cars	and	a	unique	talent	for	customizing	the	car	dealership	process	to	be	on	the	buyers	side.	With	1,400+	deals	closed,	and	a	90%	customer	retention	rate,	Bryans	focus	is	to	simplify	the	car	buying	experience	through	transparency,	fair	pricing,	and	world	class	customer	service.	This	article	has
been	viewed	2,124,838	times.	Co-authors:	14	Updated:	March	21,	2025	Views:2,124,838	Categories:	Car	Identification	and	Registration	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	2,124,838	times.	"I	never	knew	of	Private	Investigator	License	Lookup	Services.	That's	definitely	something	to	keep	in	mind.
Also,	if	a	site	offers	"Instant	Access,"	it	is	most	likely	a	scam.	These	are	good	tips!"..."	more	Share	your	story	Enjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate
stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow	ondemand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new
model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow
ondemand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	thanever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	yourvisuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS
ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	allnow	ondemand.Watch	Now	Searching	a	license	plate	in	the	mountain	state	can	help	find	important	information	about	a	registered	vehicle.	This	includes	but	is	not	limited	to	the	following:	Vehicle	make,	model,	year	of
registration	Service	History	*	Odometer	reading	Vehicle	specs	like	engine,	transmission,	and	body	type	Accident	history	Whether	stolen	or	not	*	Ownership	history	Title	registration	*	might	not	always	be	available	or	have	limited	information	The	technical	and	non-sensitive	information	associated	with	the	tag	is	easily	available.	However,	for	personal
details	such	as	the	registered	owners	name	and	address,	there	are	certain	restrictions	in	place	as	to	who	and	for	what	purpose	it	can	be	accessed.	In	this	guide,	well	explain	different	ways	in	which	you	can	search	a	license	plate	in	West	Virginia	and	what	data	might	be	easily	accessible	and	what	might	require	additional	permission.	How	to	search	a
license	plate	in	West	Virginia	There	are	two	ways	to	go	about	the	search	-	the	DMV	and	the	private	databases.	Each	method	results	in	different	levels	of	information	and	ease	of	search.	1)	West	Virginia	Division	of	Motor	Vehicles	(DMV)	The	first	and	obvious	option	is	to	reach	out	to	the	West	Virginia	DMV	for	the	license	data.	However,	the	DMV	has
certain	restrictions	regarding	who	can	access	the	data	and	for	what	purpose.	To	protect	the	privacy	of	vehicle	owners,	the	DMV	only	allows	certain	entities	to	access	this	information.	West	Virginia	Uniform	Motor	Vehicle	Records	Disclosure	Act	(similar	to	the	federal	DPPA)lists	downthe	authorized	entities	and	permissible	reasons.	These	entities
generally	include	law	enforcement,	insurance	companies,	towing	companies,	employers	etc.	If	youre	an	eligible	entity	or	have	a	valid	reason,	you	need	to	fill	out	the	formDMV-100-TRand	mail	it	to:	West	Virginia	Department	of	Transportation	Division	of	Motor	Vehicles	Request	for	Vehicle	InformationPO	Box	17150Charleston,	WV	25317	The	cost	for
the	search	varies	from	$1.50	to	$10,	depending	on	what	records	youre	seeking.	If	you	dont	fall	under	the	list	of	allowed	entities,	you	can	try	searching	the	plate	against	private	databases,	which	we	will	discuss	next.	2)	Private	Databases	There	are	several	online	license	plate	lookup	services	available	that	allow	you	to	run	a	search	by	simply	entering
the	license	plate	number.	Such	services	usually	have	access	to	public,	private,	and	proprietary	data	sources,	thus	providing	a	more	comprehensive	report.	The	details	may	include	vehicle	history,	accident	history,	sale	history,	service	history	and	vehicle	technical	specs.	Some	services	may	also	allow	you	to	request	ownership	details	as	long	as	youve
DPPA	compliant	purpose.	While	we	cant	recommend	any	specific	service,	we	offer	a	free	license	plate	lookup	service	that	allows	you	to	view	basic	vehicle	parameters	like	engine,	transmission,	year	of	registration,	etc.	For	a	more	comprehensive	report,	you	can	request	a	detailed	report	for	a	nominal	fee	from	our	third-party	provider.	How	to	identify	a
West	Virginia	License	Plate	Before	you	begin	your	search	for	a	West	Virginia	license	plate,	you	need	to	make	sure	the	plate	belongs	to	the	Mountain	state.	Its	easy	to	get	confused	since	specialty	and	vanity	plates	may	not	clearly	mention	the	state	of	origin.	A	standard	West	Virginia	plate	has	a	pretty	basic	yet	classic	design.	The	background	of	the
plate	is	gray	with	checkered	marks	and	blue	and	yellow	stripes.	The	states	name,	WEST	VIRGINIA,	is	printed	across	the	top	in	yellow	on	a	blue	background.	The	license	serial	number	is	embossed	in	blue	in	the	center.	The	bottom	of	the	plate	has	the	text	Wild,	Wonderful	in	blue.	The	license	serial	number	is	a	unique	7	characters	alpha-numeric	code
issued	by	the	DMV.	The	license	number	typically	follows	this	format:	1AB	234.	The	current	series	was	introduced	in	January	1995.	West	Virginia	License	Plate	Types	West	Virginia	DMV	offers	several	types	and	designs	of	license	plates.	Broadly	there	are	three	types	of	plates:	1)Standard	plates:The	default	plate	issued	to	passenger	and	commercial
vehicles	that	dont	opt	for	specialty	plates	or	personalized	plates.	2)Personalized	plates:These	plates	are	available	for	an	additional	cost	and	allow	the	vehicle	owner	to	choose	the	license	serial	number.	3)Specialty	plates:These	plates	are	issued	for	a	specific	cause,	profession,	organization,	college	or	group	and	have	a	unique	design.	Specialty	plate
categories:	Associations	&	Organizations	911-Enhanced	Council	A.F.	&	A.M.	Amateur	Radio	Back	the	Blue	Wounded	in	the	Line	of	Duty	or	Surviving	Spouse	Benevolent	Protective	Order	of	Elks	Beni	Kedem	Temple	Bowlers	Certified	Firefighter	Contractors	Association	of	WV	Deputy	Sheriffs	Association	Emergency	Medical	Services	etc.	Alderson-
Broaddus	College	Concord	College	Davis	and	Elkins	Marshall	University	Penn	State	Alumni	Virginia	Tech	Wesleyan	College	West	Virginia	State	College	West	Virginia	University	WV	Tech	150th	Anniversary	License	Plate	9-11	Commemorative	Antique	Vehicle	Back	the	Blue	Breast	Cancer	Awareness	Character	Education	Cure	Childhood	Cancer
Educator	FFA	-	4H	Friends	of	Coal	In	God	We	Trust	Mobility	Impaired	NASCAR	-	Carl	Edwards	#99	Organ	Donor	Protect	Pollinators	Scenic	United	We	Stand	Whitewater	Rafting	Wildlife	-	Bluebird	Wildlife	-	Box	Turtle	etc	82nd	Airborne	Division	Association	Air	Force	Cross	Air	Force	Reserves	Air	Force	Retired	Air	Medal	Air	National	Guard	American
Legion	Army	National	Guard	Army	Reserves	Army	Retired	Bronze	Star	Coast	Guard	Reserves	Coast	Guard	Retired	Combat	Infantry	Badge	Combat	Medic	Disabled	American	Veterans	etc.	West	Virginia	Road	Watch:	User	Reports	8.5/10	,the	free	encyclopedia	that	anyone	can	edit.107,590	active	editors	7,027,183	articles	in	EnglishLobby	of	the	Daily
News	Building,	c.1941The	Daily	News	Building	is	a	skyscraper	in	Manhattan,	New	York	City.	The	original	tower,	completed	on	July23,	1930,	was	designed	by	Raymond	Hood	and	John	Mead	Howells	in	the	Art	Deco	style;	a	similarly-styled	expansion,	designed	by	Harrison	&	Abramovitz,	was	completed	in	1960.	The	36-story	tower,	rising	476	feet
(145m),	consists	of	a	14-story	printing	plant	and	an	18-story	annex.	There	is	a	large	carved-granite	entrance	leading	to	a	rotunda	lobby	with	a	rotating	painted	globe	(pictured).	The	Daily	News'	parent	company,	Tribune	Media,	sold	the	building	in	1982,	and	the	newspaper	moved	out	entirely	in	1995.	SL	Green	Realty	bought	the	building	in	2003	and
sold	a	partial	ownership	stake	to	Meritz	Alternative	Investment	Management	in	2021.	When	it	opened,	the	building	received	mixed	reviews	and	was	described	as	having	a	utilitarian	design.	It	is	a	National	Historic	Landmark	and	its	exterior	and	lobby	are	designated	city	landmarks.	(Fullarticle...)Recently	featured:	HippocampusRed	(Taylor	Swift
album)Sir	William	Gordon-Cumming,	4th	BaronetArchiveBy	emailMore	featured	articlesAboutLucy	Beall	Lott...	that	Lucy	Beall	Lott	(pictured)	was	expected	to	die	in	infancy,	but	later	earned	master's	degrees	from	Cambridge	and	London	while	modeling	for	Cosmopolitan	and	Vogue?...	that	the	May1995	Pale	air	strikes	during	the	Bosnian	War	were
the	first	offensive	operations	carried	out	by	the	Spanish	Air	Force	since	1957?...	that	Audrey	Hawthorn	volunteered	as	curator	while	spending	more	than	20	years	establishing	a	museum	of	anthropology?...	that	the	origin	myth	of	the	Mori	polity	involved	a	man	appearing	from	a	bamboo	shoot?...	that	the	role	of	Julia	Santos	was	created	for	Sydney
Penny	after	she	was	nominated	for	an	Emmy	Award	for	her	work	in	Santa	Barbara?...	that	lyme&	cybelle's	"Follow	Me"	was	the	first	of	only	three	songs	by	Warren	Zevon	to	chart	on	the	Billboard	Hot100?...	that	cycling's	governing	body	ended	Chelsea	Wolfe's	career	through	a	rule	change?...	that	the	Canons	Regular	of	St.John	Cantius	have	trained
some	2,000	priests	in	the	Extraordinary	Form	of	the	Roman	Rite	of	the	Catholic	Mass?...	that	the	ancient	Greek	orator	Lysias	wrote	a	"Funeral	Oration",	but	may	have	been	forbidden	from	delivering	it?ArchiveStart	a	new	articleNominate	an	articleOzzy	OsbourneOzzy	Osbourne	(pictured),	the	lead	singer	of	Black	Sabbath,	dies	at	the	age	of	76.A
fighter	jet	crashes	into	a	college	in	Dhaka,	Bangladesh,	killing	more	than	30	people.In	golf,	Scottie	Scheffler	wins	the	Open	Championship.A	tourist	boat	capsizes	during	a	thunderstorm	in	H	Long	Bay,	Vietnam,	leaving	at	least	36	people	dead.Ongoing:	Gaza	warRussian	invasion	of	UkrainetimelineSudanese	civil	wartimelineRecent	deaths:	Phoebe
AsiyoGary	KarrClaus	PeymannWayne	ThomasAndrea	GibsonRaymond	GuiotNominate	an	articleJuly	23:	Birthday	of	Haile	Selassie	(Rastafari)Megawati	Sukarnoputri	reciting	the	oath	of	office1921	The	first	National	Congress	of	the	Chinese	Communist	Party	opened	in	a	house	in	Shanghai.1940	Sumner	Welles,	U.S.	Under	Secretary	of	State,	issued	a
declaration	that	the	U.S.	government	would	not	recognize	the	Soviet	Union's	annexation	of	the	Baltic	states.1982	A	helicopter	crashed	during	the	filming	of	Twilight	Zone:	The	Movie	in	Valencia,	California,	killing	actor	Vic	Morrow	and	two	child	actors.2001	Megawati	Sukarnoputri	was	sworn	in	(pictured)	as	the	first	female	president	of	Indonesia
following	her	predecessor's	impeachment.2010	The	English-Irish	boy	band	One	Direction	were	formed	while	auditioning	for	the	2010	series	of	the	British	singing	competition	The	X	Factor.John	Babcock	(b.1900)Sergio	Mattarella	(b.1941)Olivia	Manning	(d.1980)Amy	Winehouse	(d.2011)More	anniversaries:	July	22July	23July	24ArchiveBy	emailList	of
days	of	the	yearAboutAmlia	Rodrigues	(23July	1920	6October	1999)	was	a	Portuguese	fado	singer	(fadista).	Dubbed	Rainha	do	Fado	('Queen	of	Fado'),	she	was	instrumental	in	popularising	the	genre	worldwide	and	travelled	internationally	throughout	her	career.	She	remains	the	best-selling	Portuguese	artist	in	history.	This	photograph	shows
Rodrigues	performing	at	the	Grand	Gala	du	Disque	Populaire,	an	annual	Dutch	gala	for	popular	music,	held	in	1969	in	Amsterdam.Photograph	credit:	AnefoRecently	featured:	Atari	video	game	burialSouthern	scrub	robinC/2022E3	(ZTF)ArchiveMore	featured	picturesCommunity	portal	The	central	hub	for	editors,	with	resources,	links,	tasks,	and
announcements.Village	pump	Forum	for	discussions	about	Wikipedia	itself,	including	policies	and	technical	issues.Site	news	Sources	of	news	about	Wikipedia	and	the	broader	Wikimedia	movement.Teahouse	Ask	basic	questions	about	using	or	editing	Wikipedia.Help	desk	Ask	questions	about	using	or	editing	Wikipedia.Reference	desk	Ask	research
questions	about	encyclopedic	topics.Content	portals	A	unique	way	to	navigate	the	encyclopedia.Wikipedia	is	written	by	volunteer	editors	and	hosted	by	the	Wikimedia	Foundation,	a	non-profit	organization	that	also	hosts	a	range	of	other	volunteer	projects:	CommonsFree	media	repository	MediaWikiWiki	software	development	Meta-WikiWikimedia
project	coordination	WikibooksFree	textbooks	and	manuals	WikidataFree	knowledge	base	WikinewsFree-content	news	WikiquoteCollection	of	quotations	WikisourceFree-content	library	WikispeciesDirectory	of	species	WikiversityFree	learning	tools	WikivoyageFree	travel	guide	WiktionaryDictionary	and	thesaurusThis	Wikipedia	is	written	in	English.
Many	other	Wikipedias	are	available;	some	of	the	largest	are	listed	below.	1,000,000+	articles	DeutschEspaolFranaisItalianoNederlandsPolskiPortugusSvenskaTing	Vit	250,000+	articles	Bahasa	IndonesiaBahasa	MelayuBn-lm-gCataletinaDanskEestiEsperantoEuskaraMagyarNorsk	bokmlRomnSimple
EnglishSloveninaSrpskiSrpskohrvatskiSuomiTrkeOzbekcha	50,000+	articles	AsturianuAzrbaycancaBosanskiFryskGaeilgeGalegoHrvatskiKurdLatvieuLietuviNorsk	nynorskShqipSloveninaRetrieved	from	"	2Founding	conference	in	1921Not	to	be	confused	with	1st	National	People's	Congress.You	can	help	expand	this	article	with	text	translated	from	the
corresponding	article	in	Chinese.	(July	2021)	Click	[show]	for	important	translation	instructions.View	a	machine-translated	version	of	the	Chinese	article.Machine	translation,	like	DeepL	or	Google	Translate,	is	a	useful	starting	point	for	translations,	but	translators	must	revise	errors	as	necessary	and	confirm	that	the	translation	is	accurate,	rather	than
simply	copy-pasting	machine-translated	text	into	the	English	Wikipedia.Do	not	translate	text	that	appears	unreliable	or	low-quality.	If	possible,	verify	the	text	with	references	provided	in	the	foreign-language	article.You	must	provide	copyright	attribution	in	the	edit	summary	accompanying	your	translation	by	providing	an	interlanguage	link	to	the
source	of	your	translation.	A	model	attribution	edit	summary	is	Content	in	this	edit	is	translated	from	the	existing	Chinese	Wikipedia	article	at	[[:zh:]];	see	its	history	for	attribution.You	may	also	add	the	template	{{Translated|zh|}}	to	the	talk	page.For	more	guidance,	see	Wikipedia:Translation.1st	National	Congress	of	the	Chinese	Communist
PartySite	of	the	1st	Congress	in	ShanghaiBeginsJuly23,1921(1921-07-23)EndsAugust2,1921(1921-08-02)Location(s)Shanghai	and	JiaxingNext	event2nd	National	Congress	of	the	Chinese	Communist	Party	(1922)Participants13	representativesActivityFormal	establishment	of	the	Chinese	Communist	Party1st	National	Congress	of	the	Chinese
Communist	PartyTraditionalChineseSimplifiedChineseTranscriptionsStandard	MandarinHanyu	PinyinZhnggu	Gngchndng	Dyc	Qungu	Dibio	DhuGwoyeu	RomatzyhJonggwo	Gonqchaandaang	Dihitsyh	.Chiuangwo	Daybeau	DahhueyWadeGilesChungkuo	Kungchantang	Tiyichi	Chankuo	Taipiao	TahuiAbbreviationChineseTranscriptionsStandard
MandarinHanyu	PinyinY	DOf	the	13	delegates	who	attended	the	congress	in	1921,	Mao	Zedong	and	Dong	Biwu	were	the	only	two	to	also	be	present	at	the	proclamation	ceremony	of	the	PRC	in	1949,	as	pictured	here.The	1st	National	Congress	of	the	Chinese	Communist	Party	was	held	in	Shanghai	and	Jiaxing	between	July	23	and	August	2,	1921.
[1]:252	The	Congress	established	the	Chinese	Communist	Party	(CCP).	The	congress	began	in	a	shikumen	building	of	the	French	Concession	area	of	Shanghai	(near	present-day	Xintiandi	in	Huangpu	District).	In	early	June	1921,	Dutch	national	Henk	Sneevliet,	also	known	as	Ma	Lin,	a	representative	of	Comintern,	arrived	in	Shanghai,	and	urged
various	Communist	cells	in	the	country	to	get	together	for	a	national-level	meeting.	Russian	Comintern	representative	Nikolski[ru;	de]	also	attended	the	meeting.	At	the	time,	there	were	57	members	of	the	CCP.[2]	Notably,	the	two	founders	of	the	party	did	not	attend	the	congress:	Chen	Duxiu	and	Li	Dazhao.The	meeting	was	put	to	an	end	due	to
harassment	from	the	French	Concession	police	on	July	30.	The	delegates	then	agreed	to	move	the	meeting	to	a	rented	tourist	boat	on	South	Lake	in	Jiaxing.	The	Congress	elected	Chen	Duxiu	as	Secretary	(in	absentia),	Zhang	Guotao	as	Director	of	Organization,	and	Li	Da	as	Director	of	Propaganda.[2]The	General	Assembly	adopted	The	First	Program
of	the	Communist	Party	of	China,	stating	that	"the	Party	is	to	be	named	the	Communist	Party	of	China"	and	specifying	its	objectives:	"to	overthrow	the	power	of	the	capitalist	class[,]"	to	"eradicate	capitalism	and	private	ownership	of	property[,]"	and	to	"join	the	Comintern."[3]	The	Program	was	not	a	formal	constitution,	but	described	the	basics	of	the
Party's	program,	organization,	and	discipline.[1]:116Of	the	13	representatives	who	attended	the	congress	in	1921,	only	two	would	be	present	at	the	proclamation	ceremony	of	the	People's	Republic	of	China	28	years	later:	Mao	Zedong	and	Dong	Biwu.	Others	either	became	casualties	of	war	in	the	decades	that	followed	or	left	the	party	in	one	way	or
another	(e.g.	by	expulsion	or	defection).The	site	of	the	conference	in	Shanghai	was	converted	into	a	museum	in	1961.	The	South	Lake	Revolutionary	Museum	in	Jiaxing,	located	on	a	central	island	of	the	lake,	was	constructed	in	1959.	A	complex	hosting	more	exhibits	was	constructed	north	of	South	Lake	in	2011,	also	to	commemorate	the	1st	Congress.
The	Congress	was	followed	by	the	2nd	National	Congress	of	the	Chinese	Communist	Party,	held	in	July	1922.[1]:112Li	Da	(Shanghai)Li	Hanjun	(Shanghai)Zhang	Guotao	(Beijing)Liu	Renjing[ca;	de;	ru;	zh]	(Beijing)Mao	Zedong	(Changsha)He	Shuheng	(Changsha)Dong	Biwu	(Wuhan)Chen	Tanqiu	(Wuhan)Wang	Jinmei	(Jinan)Deng	Enming	(Jinan)Chen
Gongbo	(Guangzhou)Zhou	Fohai	(representing	Chinese	students	in	Japan)Bao	Huiseng[ca;	zh]	(representing	the	absent	Chen	Duxiu)^	a	b	c	Li,	Ying	(2024).	Red	Ink:	A	History	of	Printing	and	Politics	in	China.	Royal	Collins	Press.	ISBN9781487812737.^	a	b	"".	Communist	Party	of	China.^	Huang,	Yibing	(2020).	An	ideological	history	of	the	Communist
Party	of	China.	Vol.1.	Qian	Zheng,	Guoyou	Wu,	Xuemei	Ding,	Li	Sun,	Shelly	Bryant.	Montreal,	Quebec:	Royal	Collins	Publishing	Group.	p.20.	ISBN978-1-4878-0425-1.	OCLC1165409653.Retrieved	from	"	3The	following	pages	link	to	1st	National	Congress	of	the	Chinese	Communist	Party	External	tools(link	counttransclusion	countsorted	list)	See	help
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lookup	is	a	search	initiated	by	entering	the	vehicle's	license	plate	into	a	search	tool.	Typically,	the	search	tool	offers	information	about	the	vehicle	associated	with	the	license	plate.	A	license	plate	search	may	be	conducted	for	several	reasons.	Apart	from	determining	who	owns	a	vehicle,	it	is	often	used	to	obtain	California	traffic	records	and	to
ascertain	the	vehicle	history	when	someone	wants	to	purchase	the	vehicle	with	the	license	plate.	By	acquiring	a	car	history	report,	the	individual	performing	the	search	may	verify	the	vehicle's	faults	and	make	an	appropriate	purchase	decision	and	the	associated	costs.	Additionally,	a	license	plate	search	might	assist	in	determining	the	brand	and	type
of	a	vehicle.In	California,	you	may	do	a	license	plate	search	for	your	own	vehicle	by	using	the	online	vehicle	record	request	tool	or	by	visiting	the	State	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	(DMV)	locations	if	you	intend	to	obtain	information	about	another	person's	vehicle.	License	plate	lookup	services	can	also	be	accessed	from	third-party	services.	A	search
conducted	via	the	DMV	tool	is	not	usually	free,	although	a	few	third-party	vendors	provide	the	service	for	free.	By	using	the	DMV	search	tool,	you	can	be	sure	of	receiving	accurate	and	up-to-date	information	regarding	the	license	plate.	On	the	other	hand,	you	cannot	always	rely	on	the	accuracy	of	information	found	from	free	third-party	search
providers.What	is	a	California	License	Plate?California	license	plates	verify	that	vehicles	are	registered	in	the	state,	identify	the	kind	of	vehicle	registration,	and	also	associate	vehicles	to	their	owners.	California	requires	that	vehicle	owners	have	both	a	front	and	rear	license	plate	in	order	to	drive	legally	in	the	state.	Both	plates	must	be	affixed
securely	and	be	clearly	visible	and	easily	legible	from	left	to	right.	The	DMV	does	not	require	both	front	and	rear	license	plates	on	motorcycles	and	some	non-passenger	types.	For	such	vehicles,	only	rear	license	plates	are	required.Vehicle	owners	can	use	license	plate	accessories,	such	as	shields	and	covers,	to	keep	their	license	plates	spotless.



However,	the	permitted	accessories	must	not	interfere	with	the	visibility	of	the	license	plate	or	its	recognition	by	an	electronic	device	operated	by	a	local	or	state	law	enforcement	agency.The	state	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	issues	license	plates	in	California.	The	DMV	issues	several	types	of	license	plates	to	support	a	myriad	of	causes	(such	as
arts,	breast	cancer	awareness,	and	education),	provide	special	recognition,	and	identify	special	status,	among	other	things.	The	different	types	of	license	plates	issued	in	California	by	the	DMV	are:Special	license	plates	(historical,	occupational,	legislative,	recognition)Special	interest	license	plates	(arts,	environment,	kids)Standard	license
platesDecals	and	placards	(bicycles,	parking,	disabled	individuals)The	California	DMV	issues	standard	license	plates	when	registrants	purchase	new	vehicles,	replace	lost,	stolen,	or	damaged	license	plates,	or	surrender	special	interest	license	plates.Third-party	aggregate	sites	are	a	convenient	alternative	for	obtaining	license	plate	information.	These
sites	are	maintained	by	independent	establishments	which	collate	the	information	from	government-run	repositories.	Obtaining	records	from	these	sites	often	proves	substantially	easier	than	government	alternatives.	However,	requestors	may	be	required	to	provide	any	information	required	to	facilitate	the	record	search	and	pay	any	required	fees	to
access	the	record	of	interest.How	Do	I	Get	a	License	Plate	in	California?Vehicle	license	plates	are	issued	to	car	owners	during	the	vehicle's	initial	registration	with	the	California	Department	of	Motor	Vehicle	(DMV).	The	California	DMV	offers	different	requirements	for	registrations	depending	on	the	type	of	vehicle	that	registrants	intend	to	register.If
you	purchased	your	vehicle	from	a	dealer,	the	following	are	required	to	complete	vehicle	registration	with	the	state	DMV:Completed	Title	or	Registration	Application	(REG	343)	form.	This	form	applies	to	new	vehicles.The	California	Certificate	of	Title	(or	an	out-of-state	title,	if	the	car	is	currently	registered	outside	California).	This	form	applies	to	used
vehicles.	For	vehicles	with	lost	or	damaged	titles,	provide	a	completed	Application	for	Duplicate	or	Transfer	of	Title	form	(REG	227)	to	request	a	copy.The	signatures	of	seller	and	lienholder	on	the	Certificate	of	Title.Your	signature	on	the	Certificate	of	Title.Applicable	title	transfer	fees	or	a	use	tax.The	following	may	also	be	required:Smog
certification.A	completed	Transfer	and	Reassignment	(REG262)	form.	This	form	is	not	available	for	download	on	the	DMV	website	due	to	its	inherent	security	features.	To	obtain	the	form	in	person,	visit	a	DMV	field	office	in	person.Vehicle	Emission	System	Statement	(SMOG)	(REG	139)	form.A	Statement	of	Facts	(REG	256)	form.A	Declaration	of
Gross	Vehicle	Weight	or	Combined	Vehicle	Weight	(REG	4008)	form.	This	form	is	applicable	for	persons	purchasing	commercial	vehicles.Use	tax	and	other	relevant	fees.The	requirements	for	registering	vehicles	purchased	from	private	parties	are:The	vehicle's	title,	signed	by	the	person	selling	the	car.	A	completed	Application	for	Replacement	or
Transfer	of	Title	(REG	227)	form	is	required	if	the	vehicle	title	has	been	stolen,	damaged,	or	lost.Bill	of	sale.	This	form	is	required	if	the	vehicle	seller	is	not	the	owner	whose	name	is	on	the	title.	This	bill	must	be	signed	by	both	the	seller	and	the	person	whose	name	is	on	the	title.Odometer	mileage	record.	This	record	is	required	if	the	vehicle	is	less
than	10	years	old.	Complete	the	Vehicle	Transfer	and	Reassignment	(REG	262)	form	if	the	title	does	not	have	a	line	where	the	mileage	information	can	be	written.	Ensure	the	buyer	and	the	seller	sign	the	form.A	smog	certification.Applicable	fees	and	a	use	tax.Registration	requirements	and	steps	for	other	vehicle	types	such	as	a	boat,	vessel,
motorcycle,	dealership	purchase,	foreign	imports,	and	specifically	constructed	or	modified	vehicles	are	outlined	on	the	DMV	website.	Fees,	documents,	and	other	requirements	for	obtaining	personalized	and	special	interest	license	plates	can	also	be	found	on	the	DMV	website.	Registrations	may	be	completed	at	a	California	DMV	field	office	in	person.
Upon	completing	registration,	you	will	be	issued	a	registration	card,	vehicle	stickers,	and	the	license	plate.Passenger	License	Plates	vs.	Commercial	License	PlatesThe	DMV	issues	standard	California	license	plates	to	vehicles	registered	as	passenger	vehicles	in	California,	while	commercial	license	plates	are	issued	to	passenger-type	vehicles	that
transport	passengers	for	hire.	The	commercial	vehicle	category	includes	rental	limousine,	taxi,	or	ambulance	that	transports	persons	for	compensation	or	profit.	Note	that	passenger	vehicles	that	transport	property	for	hire	cannot	be	registered	commercially.The	vehicle	registration	procedure	for	passenger	vehicles	is	as	outlined	for	the	standard
automobile	vehicle	process,	while	to	register	a	commercial	vehicle,	the	following	are	required:	For	more	information	about	obtaining	license	plates	for	commercial	vehicles	in	California,	visit	the	DMV	Commercial	Vehicle	registration	page.How	Can	I	Find	the	Owner	of	a	License	Plate	in	California?A	number	plate	search	is	one	way	to	know	the	vehicle
owner.	Information	about	the	vehicle	and	the	owner	is	usually	captured	during	the	initial	vehicle	registration	with	the	California	DMV	after	purchase.	By	looking	up	the	license	plate	record	either	with	the	DMV	or	through	online	license	lookup	services,	you	can	find	the	person	associated	with	the	record.California	License	Plate	RenewalTo	renew	your
license	plate	in	California,	you	only	need	to	renew	your	vehicle	registration	with	the	DMV.	To	complete	vehicle	registration	renewal,	the	following	are	required:The	last	five	digits	of	the	VIN	or	HIN	(Hull	Identification	Number	)	for	a	vessel	or	boat.The	license	plate	number.The	renewal	notice	containing	a	current	address.The	payment	information.
Note	that	there	is	a	2.1%	payment	processing	fee	for	all	credit	or	debit	card	transactions;	however,	no	additional	fee	is	required	for	persons	paying	directly	from	their	bank	accounts.The	California	DMV	outlines	different	requirements	for	renewing	disabled	persons	parking	plates	or	placards.Vehicle	registrations	are	renewed	yearly	in	California.	After
completing	your	renewal,	the	California	DMV	will	issue	new	registration	stickers	for	the	year.	Registrants	are	required	to	affix	the	stickers	to	their	license	plates	to	ensure	their	validity	for	that	year.	Although	license	plates	remain	with	the	vehicles	associated	with	them,	California	permits	certain	kinds	of	license	plates,	such	as	special	recognition,
personalized	environmental,	and	special	interest	license	plates,	to	be	reassigned	to	other	vehicles	upon	request	by	the	owners	and	payments	of	appropriate	fees.The	California	DMV	recommends	that	persons	looking	to	renew	their	vehicle	registrations	determine	if	they	are	eligible	to	use	the	department's	online	vehicle	registration	renewal	system.
The	system	offers	eligible	persons	a	faster	route	to	vehicle	registration	renewal	than	through	the	DMV	Virtual	Field	Offices.	The	DMV	website	provides	additional	information	on	renewal	fees,	renewing	vessels,	and	related	inquiries.Persons	who	complete	renewals	online	typically	have	their	registrations	completed	in	2	weeks,	the	same	for	persons
who	complete	renewals	by	phone.	Mail-completed	renewals	take	up	to	30	days,	while	persons	who	use	DMV	Kiosks	will	have	their	applications	approved	instantly	if	all	renewal	requirements	are	met.Can	You	Look	Up	License	Plates	with	VIN?The	California	DMV	maintains	the	public	records	of	vehicle	registrations	in	the	state,	including	the	license
plate	number	information	and	the	vehicle	identification	number	(VIN).	Hence,	you	can	obtain	the	license	plate	of	a	vehicle	if	the	VIN	is	known.	The	VIN,	license	plate	number,	and	other	information	are	recorded	and	maintained	at	the	vehicle's	first	registration.	Any	changes	to	these	records	are	also	updated	as	at	when	due.California	VIN	Number
LookupA	vehicle	identification	number,	otherwise	called	VIN,	is	a	17-digit	code	of	characters	and	numbers,	used	for	identification	in	modern	vehicles.	VINs	provide	information	about	the	unique	serial	number,	manufacturing	information,	and	other	vehicle	options.	California	VIN	lookups	conducted	using	the	California	DMV	portal	even	provide
additional	information	such	as	vehicle	service	records	and	information	about	the	current	and	previous	owners	of	the	vehicle.	Hence,	while	a	VIN	lookup	is	helpful	in	multiple	scenarios,	it	is	more	commonly	used	when	buying	a	used	car.	By	obtaining	information	about	the	vehicle	history,	such	as	repairs,	recalls,	and	accidents,	buyers	can	protect
themselves	from	getting	scammed.A	VIN	lookup	can	also	help	the	police	stop	automobile	theft	and	insurance	fraud	and	identify	recovered	stolen	vehicles.	Vehicle	manufacturers	place	the	VIN	in	several	places	on	the	car.	A	VIN	is	commonly	placed	on	the	vehicle's	dashboard,	where	the	dashboard	meets	the	edge	of	the	windshield.	Other	locations
where	you	may	find	the	VIN	include:On	the	door	jamb	or	the	doorpostThe	rear	wheel	well	or	beneath	the	spare	tireFront	of	the	engine	blockThe	California	DMV	allows	requesters	to	use	the	INF	1125	form	or	its	online	vehicle	record	request	tool	to	obtain	vehicle	history	information.	The	INF	1125	form	requires	requesters	to	input	the	VIN,	among
other	information.	Completed	application	and	a	$5	request	fee	may	be	mailed	to:DMV	Information	Release	UnitMS	G199P.O.	Box	944247Sacramento,	CA	94244-2470Note	that	if	you	are	not	requesting	your	own	record	but	someone	else's	record,	the	Request	for	Record	Information	(INF	70)	form	must	be	used	instead	of	the	INF	1125	form.	Typically,	a
vehicle	history	report	will	arrive	in	the	mail	within	2-3	weeks.	Several	third-party	vendors	also	offer	online	services	that	help	requesters	conduct	VIN	lookups	to	obtain	vehicle	histories.Can	Civilians	Lookup	License	Plates	in	California?Yes.	License	plate	information	collated	by	the	California	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	(DMV)	is	considered	public
information	under	the	California	Vehicle	Code	(CVC)	1808	and	the	Public	Records	Act	(California	Government	Code	7920	et	seq.).	Hence,	any	member	of	the	public	can	find	a	vehicle's	specifications,	accidents,	defects,	theft	reports,	odometer	readings,	and	other	vehicle-related	information	upon	a	license	plate	search.However,	laws	like	the	California
Information	Practices	Act	of	1977	(Civil	Code	1798	et	seq.)	and	the	federal	Driver's	Privacy	Protection	Act	(DPPA)	(Title	18,	United	States	Code	2721-2725)	exempt	certain	details	from	public	disclosure	-	primarily,	personal	and	confidential	information.	These	laws	also	establish	conditions	for	the	disclosure	of	personal	or	confidential	information	by
government	agencies.	Per	the	DPPA,	a	motorist's	personal	data	can	only	be	disclosed	for	permissible	uses,	such	as	to	assist	a	government	agency	in	carrying	out	its	functions	or	for	use	in	connection	with	motor	vehicle	theft,	recalls,	or	emissions.What	Do	Police	See	When	They	Run	Your	Plates	in	California?Upon	running	a	citizen's	California	license
plate	number,	the	police	can	see	the	individual's	personally	identifiable	information	(PII)	and	details	about	the	vehicle	registered	under	the	person's	name.	For	example,	the	vehicle's	make,	year,	model,	registration,	title,	accidents,	and	salvage	history.Personal	information	accessible	to	law	enforcement	includes	a	motor	vehicle	registered	owner's
name,	residence	address,	home	telephone	number,	medical	or	disability	information,	social	security	number,	financial	information,	physical	description,	and	photograph.Free	License	Plate	Lookup	in	CaliforniaOverall,	there	are	two	main	ways	to	conduct	a	license	plate	lookup	in	California:	through	the	DMV	or	through	third	parties.	An	application	to
the	DMV	allows	the	requester	to	obtain	official	motor	vehicle	records	and	can	be	submitted	electronically,	by	mail,	or	in	person	at	a	DMV	field	office.	However,	the	requester	must	pay	a	fee	for	the	information.On	the	other	hand,	many	third-party	websites	offer	free	license	plate	lookup	services	to	interested	individuals.	These	sites	are	accessible	upon
an	internet	search	and	easy	to	use,	requiring	only	a	license	plate	number	and	registration	state	to	furnish	the	user	with	vehicle-related	information.	However,	some	sites	may	provide	only	basic	vehicle	information	for	free	and	paywall	the	rest	until	the	user	registers	or	subscribes.How	to	Search	for	Ticket	by	License	Plate	in	CaliforniaHere's	how	to
search	for	a	traffic	ticket	by	license	plate	in	California:Check	the	ticket	to	determine	the	presiding	court.	Typically,	this	will	be	the	court	stationed	where	the	offender	received	the	ticket.Go	online	to	find	the	court's	traffic	ticket	payment	portal.	Courts	in	California	dedicate	a	page	on	their	websites	to	assist	traffic	offenders	in	paying	their	tickets
without	coming	to	court	(except	the	offender	received	a	mandatory	appearance	ticket).	These	portals	or	systems	can	be	used	to	find	and	view	unpaid	traffic	tickets	as	well	as	pay	for	them.Access	the	portal	with	any	indicated	search	query.	Since	it	is	a	license	plate	search	the	user	wants	to	perform,	the	individual	will	input	the	relevant	number	into	the
appropriate	search	box,	ensuring	that	the	"State"	selection	(if	required)	is	set	to	"California".	The	user	can	then	select	the	"Submit"	or	"Search"	button	to	bring	up	any	outstanding	ticket	linked	to	the	license	plate.Not	all	courts	will	have	a	"License	Plate	Search"	feature	on	their	payment	portal.	In	such	cases,	the	user	will	be	offered	other	search
queries,	such	as	a	citation	number,	driver's	last	name,	or	notice	number.	1.	Finding	the	owner	of	a	vehicle	by	license	plate	number	Only	law	enforcement	and	licensed	investigators	have	access	to	the	DMV	and	can	legally	perform	a	license	plate	search.	So	how	can	someone	retrieve	this	information	if	its	not	directly	accessible	to	the	public?	There	are
two	ways:	the	RIGHT	way,	which	provides	accurate	&	legally	obtained	results	and	the	WRONG	way	which	provides	-	well,	wrong	results.	Finding	the	registered	owner	continued...	2.	Legally	searching	for	someone	using	a	license	plate	or	VIN	In	short,	it's	perfectly	legal	to	lookup	the	owner	of	a	license	plate,	provided	you	have	a	legitimate	purpose.
How	a	license	plate	search	is	legal...	3.	The	"Free"	license	plate	lookup	Buyer	beware,	there	are	many	free	license	plate	number	lookup	tools.	While	they	are	free	to	search,	the	results	are	NOT	-	nor	accurate	for	that	matter.	Learn	about	free	license	plate	searches...	4.	Results	you	can	expect	from	a	license	plate	search	This	depends	on	the	state,	but
results	normally	include	owners	name,	address,	lienholder	information	and	more.	See	details	of	a	license	plate	search	report...	5.	One	time	payment	vs	subscription	services	With	Docusearch,	there	is	no	subscription	to	purchase	or	commitment	to	further	charges.	Simply	pay	for	the	search	you	need	and	nothing	more.	Others	however...	6.	Real
Customer	Reviews	Do	other	websites	provide	actual	customer	reviews	of	their	license	plate	lookup	service?	Ask	yourself	why	they	dont!	Don't	fall	for	"Instant"	and	"Free"	scams	Lets	look	at	the	WRONG	way	first.	Its	easy	to	get	drawn	to	free	and	instant	search	options	available	on	the	internet.	However,	If	its	too	good	to	be	true,	it	normally	is,	and	in
this	case	its	no	different.	Sure	its	free	to	search,	but	its	NOT	free	to	view	the	results.	And	while	an	instant	search	may	seem	attractive,	youd	be	better	off	just	picking	a	name	out	of	a	hat.	These	searches	are	not	direct	feeds	from	the	DMV,	they	are	historic	records	from	old	and	outdated	databases.	We	group	these	sites	right	with	the	get	rich	quick
schemes.	Use	a	licensed	investigator	on	your	behalf	Now	the	RIGHT	way.	You	can	legally	obtain	the	owner	information	by	a	license	plate	number	by	using	a	licensed	investigator	to	make	the	search	on	your	behalf.	A	licensed	agent	(like	Docusearch)	has	access	to	DMV	real-time	records.	So	not	only	are	you	taking	responsible	measures	to	collect
potentially	sensitive	information,	you	can	rest	assured	that	the	results	you	get	will	be	correct.	Provide	investigator	with	either	the	license	plate	number	and	state	or	the	VIN	An	investigator	service	who	is	licensed	in	your	state	like	Docusearch	can	perform	a	search	with	one	of	the	two	-	license	plate	#	or	VIN.	Simply	submit	this	with	a	permissible
reason	for	the	search.	Safety,	Accidents,	and	Litigation	If	your	purpose	for	a	license	plate	search	is	for	unlawful	reasons	then	of	course	this	would	be	a	criminal	act.	However,	most	people	who	do	require	owner	information	of	a	license	plate	do	so	for	the	purpose	of	verifying	personal	information	for	litigation	purposes,	driver	safety	or	'hit-and-run'
incidents.	Federal	Driver's	Privacy	Protection	Act	You	may	be	wondering,	if	its	not	illegal	then	why	isnt	the	information	publicly	listed	on	the	web?	We	wont	bore	you	with	a	comprehensive	breakdown	of	the	law,	but	the	short	answer	is	that	vehicle	records	are	governed	by	the	Federal	Drivers	Privacy	Protection	Act.	Truth	behind	free	license	plate
searches	Weve	touched	on	this	previously	and	dont	mean	to	beat	a	dead	horse	but	its	important	to	know	that	free	license	plate	searches	DO	NOT	mean	free	results.	Sites	that	advertise	this	do	allow	you	to	search	for	free	but	they	conceal	their	results	behind	a	paywall.	BUYER	BEWARE...there	is	a	reason	for	this.	Its	because	they	want	you	to	believe
that	they	have	the	results	you're	looking	for	and	in	order	to	see	them,	you'll	need	to	sign	up	for	their	database	subscription	service.	Avoid	gimmicks	with	a	licensed	investigator	If	you	want	actual	results	retrieved	from	your	states'	DMV,	pay	a	small	fee	for	a	licensed	investigator	service	and	save	yourself	from	the	many	gimmicks	that	litter	the	web.	In
most	instances,	licensed	investigators	are	able	to	retrieve	the	following:	Registered	owner's	name	and	address	Vehicle	information	including	VIN,	plate,	year,	model,	make,	etc	Leinholder	(legal	owner)	name	and	address,	if	provided	A	couple	of	states	have	laws	restricting	access	to	address	(or	other	restrictions)	but	any	such	restriction	is	clearly
displayed	on	the	state	search	description.	Unlike	other	services,	because	our	data	is	derived	from	the	State	DMV	(and	not	a	historic	database)	you	can	be	assured	that	results	returned	are	accurate	and	current.	They	exist	for	only	one	reason;	to	sell	you	a	monthly	subscription	to	their	outdated	database	and	continually	charge	you.	Thats	their	real
business.	And	to	cancel,	they	make	you	jump	through	hoops.	At	Docusearch,	you	only	pay	for	the	search	you	need	and	nothing	more.	No	subscription	to	purchase,	nothing	to	cancel	and	no	future	obligation.	Reputable	firms	give	their	customers	the	opportunity	to	post	a	review	of	the	service	provided.	And	were	not	talking	about	a	fictitious	quote
splattered	on	some	sales	copy,	but	an	actual	review	of	the	service.	They	dont	because	they	realize	that	most	customers	are	very	disappointed	with	the	accuracy	of	the	results	received	or	the	subscription	they	are	forced	to	cancel.	At	Docusearch,	we	give	every	new	customer	the	chance	to	post	a	review	for	all	to	see.	Of	course,	this	is	completely	optional
but	we	have	hundreds	of	reviews	available.	Simply	click	on	the	state	you	wish	to	search	to	view	them.	A	license	plate	search	is	the	quickest	way	to	learn	more	about	the	driver,	the	corresponding	vehicle	identification	number	(VIN),	traffic	court	records,	vehicle	title	information,	vehicle	history	report,	related	criminal	driving	violations,	and	further
publicly-available	details	linked	to	the	respective	vehicle.	By	simply	searching	someone's	license	plate	number	our	lookup	tool	runs	it	through	thousands	of	online	databases	to	provide	all	the	information	there	is	on	the	given	plate.	The	details	collected	include	the	following:	Running	a	plate	number	through	our	easy-to-use	search	tool	is	very	handy	in	a
wide	range	of	scenarios	when	its	important	to	know	more	about	a	vehicles	history,	such	as:	Looking	up	a	license	plate	number	is	extremely	fast	and	easy	with	the	AutoDetective	lookup	tool.	Just	insert	the	"Plate	Number"	and	the	"State"	and	press	Search.	Alternatively,	you	can	run	a	scan	by	"Plate	Image"	or	"VIN	number".	You	could	look	up	a	person
by	license	plate	number	as	long	as	your	reasons	are	aligned	to	your	state's	Driver's	Privacy	Protection	Act	(DPPA)	and	fall	under	authorized	categories	such	as	car	theft,	arbitration	proceedings,	driver's	safety,	insurance,	research,	or	employment.	Under	the	DPPA	permissible	uses,	finding	a	license	plate	just	by	using	the	VIN	is	possible	when	have	the
approval	of	the	cars	owner,	or	if	you	are	an	insurance	company,	a	licensed	investigator,	or	if	the	purpose	is	legitimately	governmental	or	for	market	research	surveys.	It	is	possible	to	perform	a	license	plate	check	by	simply	searching	their	name	only	if	the	reasons	are	valid	and	in	complete	accordance	with	your	states	DPPA,	including	matters	of	motor
vehicle	safety,	emissions,	theft,	product	recalls,	and	legitimate	government	agency	functions.	Identifying	a	vehicle	after	a	hit	and	run	through	a	license	plate	lookup	could	help	to	file	an	insurance	claim,	reveal	accident	reports	or	car	history.	The	only	limitation	is	that	the	motivation	must	comply	with	the	DPPA	rules	and	regulations.	An	AutoDetective
license	plate	number	search	could	reveal	its	corresponding	parking	tickets,	just	make	sure	you	have	a	valid	explanation	of	the	permissible	use	for	the	motor	vehicle	records	information	you	request	before	using	our	plate	lookup	tool.	A	drivers	address	can	be	disclosed	by	simply	running	their	cars	license	plate	only	under	DPPAs	strict	restrictions	that
include	having	the	individuals	given	consent,	matters	of	public	or	motor	vehicle	safety,	insurance	activities,	and	administrative,	arbitral,	criminal,	or	civil	proceedings.	It	is	illegal	for	a	civilian	to	run	someones	license	plate	number	for	personal	reasons.	The	Police	and	the	Department	of	Motor	Vehicle	(DMV)	are	the	only	ones	legally	allowed	to	trace	a
license	plate.	However,	you	can	still	have	limited	access	to	some	information	in	the	following	circumstances:	You	have	legal	authorization	or	written	consent	from	the	vehicles	owner.	You	work	for	a	security	service	or	you	are	a	licensed	investigator.	For	issues	of	motor	vehicle	and	public	safety.	Notice	for	impounded	towed	or	vehicles,	emissions,	theft,
product	recalls.	Unless	you	are	a	government	official	or	a	police	officer	you	cannot	get	full	legal	access	to	someones	personal	information	just	by	looking	up	their	license	plate.	The	AutoDetective	database	secures	legitimate	access	to	hundreds	of	millions	of	public	records	of	over	250	million	vehicles	registered	in	the	United	States.	A	simple	search
extracts	the	matching	data	and	a	great-looking	report	with	the	relevant	information	you	might	be	looking	for.	In	compliance	with	the	Driver's	Privacy	Protection	Act	(DPPA),	basic	vehicle	details	such	as	make,	model,	year	of	manufacture,	are	public	records.	Any	sensitive	information	regarding	car	ownership	(address,	phone	number,	driver	license
number,	and	name)	remains	confidential	and	disclosure	is	strictly	prohibited	without	explicit	legal	authorization	or	written	consent	from	the	cars	owner.	The	Drivers	Privacy	Protection	Act	(DPPA)	originally	enacted	in	1994	is	a	federal	baseline	that	requires	all	states	to	defend	the	privacy	of	personal	information	collected	by	the	State	Department	of
Motor	Vehicles	(DMVs)	and	recorded	in	an	individual's	motor	vehicle	record.	The	protected	information	includes	the	driver's	name,	Social	Security	Number,	address,	phone	number,	driver	identification	number,	gender,	age,	disability	or	medical	details,	height,	weight,	photograph,	and	in	some	states,	fingerprints.	Since	1925,	a	rear	license	plate	is
compulsory	in	all	US	states.	Only	20	states	do	not	require	a	front	license	plate.	Regular	license	plates	for	passenger	vehicles	measure	12-inch	by	6-inch.	The	number	format	usually	has	5-7	characters,	or	up	to	8	characters	for	vanity	plates	in	some	states,	depending	on	the	jurisdiction.	US	drivers	have	the	following	license	plate	options:	Vanity	Plates.
All	50	U.S.	states	and	DC	allow	vehicle	owners	to	pay	extra	for	a	vanity	plate	("prestige"	or	"personalized"	plate)	as	long	as	it	doesnt	contain	an	obscene,	profane,	or	violent	message.	Specialty	plates.	Some	jurisdictions	offer	motorists	the	option	to	select	a	custom	license	plate	for	an	additional	fee.	It	could	include	a	design	that	hints	to	their	profession,
an	NGO	they	support,	or	their	universitys	logo.	Transit	or	Temporary	Registration	Plates.	Dealers	can	issue	temporary	registrations	until	the	governmental	agency	processes	the	registration	form.	Custom	&	Personalized	License	plates.	Car	owners	who	like	to	express	their	personality	on	the	road	can	opt	for	personalized	plates.	In	todays	digital	age,
license	plate	owner	lookup	has	become	increasingly	valuable.	This	process	allows	individuals	to	uncover	a	wealth	of	information	about	registered	vehicle	owners,	including	contact	details	and	ownership	history.	Whether	for	legal,	safety,	or	investigative	purposes,	conducting	a	vehicle	owner	lookup	by	license	plate	number	offers	a	convenient	and
efficient	solution	to	identify	vehicle	ownership.License	plate	numbers	are	also	valuable	for	running	vehicle	history	reports,	providing	a	comprehensive	overview	of	a	vehicles	past,	including	ownership	history,	accidents,	theft,	and	more.	By	entering	the	license	plate	number	into	online	platforms	or	databases,	users	can	access	crucial	information	for
informed	decision-making	in	vehicle	transactions.Understanding	License	Plate	Numbers:	An	OverviewA	license	plate	number	serves	as	a	unique	alphanumeric	code	assigned	to	a	vehicle,	crucial	for	identification	purposes	and	enabling	authorities	to	effectively	track	and	manage	vehicles	on	the	road.State-Level	Agencies	and	OversightIn	the	United
States,	the	issuance	of	license	plates	and	numbers	falls	under	the	jurisdiction	of	government	agencies	such	as	state	DMV	or	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles.	These	agencies	oversee	the	entire	process,	including	issuance,	renewal,	and	management	of	license	plates	within	their	respective	states.	Each	state	implements	its	system	for	assigning	and
formatting	license	plate	numbers,	with	variations	in	design	and	specialized	options	available	for	different	purposes.License	Plate	Number	Composition	and	DisplayTypically	comprising	letters,	numbers,	or	a	combination	of	both,	license	plate	numbers	are	unique	to	each	vehicle	and	are	prominently	displayed	on	both	the	front	and	rear	plates.	This
facilitates	easy	identification	by	law	enforcement,	vehicle	registration	authorities,	and	other	relevant	parties,	playing	a	crucial	role	in	various	aspects	of	vehicle	management	and	regulation.	This	includes	registration,	ownership	verification,	toll	collection,	law	enforcement,	and	tracking	of	vehicle	history.	License	plate	numbers	serve	as	essential
identifiers	in	the	automotive	industry,	facilitating	numerous	administrative	and	operational	functions	related	to	vehicles.Reasons	to	Run	a	License	Plate	Search	to	Verify	Vehicle	OwnershipDiscovering	the	owner	of	a	vehicle	through	a	license	plate	lookup	is	a	valuable	tool	with	numerous	practical	applications.	From	ensuring	a	secure	used	car	purchase
to	verifying	ownership	after	accidents	and	aiding	in	stolen	vehicle	recovery,	the	ability	to	access	owner	information	via	license	plate	numbers	offers	crucial	benefits.	Here	are	the	top	reasons	for	conducting	a	vehicle	owner	lookup	by	license	plate	number:Avoiding	Scams:	Verify	the	seller	and	vehicle	ownership	when	buying	a	used	car,	ensuring
legitimacy	and	avoiding	fraud.Accident	Verification:	Obtain	owner	information	for	insurance	claims,	legal	matters,	and	communication	purposes	following	accidents	or	incidents.Stolen	Vehicle	Recovery:	Aid	law	enforcement	in	tracking	down	stolen	vehicles	by	accessing	owner	information,	facilitating	recovery	efforts,	and	informing	authorities
promptly.The	Legality	of	Conducting	a	Vehicle	Owner	LookupIts	crucial	to	grasp	the	legal	framework	governing	such	actions,	especially	when	and	how	its	appropriate	to	do	so	within	legal	bounds.	Finding	the	owner	of	a	license	plate	entails	accessing	personal	information,	subject	to	privacy	and	data	protection	laws.	Unauthorized	access	or	unlawful
use	of	such	data	can	breach	privacy	regulations,	leading	to	legal	consequences.While	legitimate	reasons	exist	for	conducting	these	lookups,	such	as	verifying	ownership	during	transactions	or	investigating	accidents,	caution	and	legal	adherence	are	essential.	Its	appropriate	to	conduct	a	lookup	when	theres	a	valid	purpose,	like	legal	or	investigative
needs,	and	when	authorized	by	law.	However,	accessing	owner	information	for	unauthorized	or	unlawful	purposes	is	strictly	prohibited,	carrying	severe	legal	repercussions.	Therefore,	always	ensure	valid	reasons	and	legal	authorization	before	conducting	a	lookup	to	avoid	legal	issues.Importance	of	Vehicle	History	Reports	in	Verifying
OwnershipVehicle	history	reports	are	crucial	tools	for	assessing	ownership	legitimacy,	offering	comprehensive	insights	into	a	vehicles	past,	and	aiding	in	verifying	ownership	authenticity.	These	reports	provide	a	detailed	overview	of	ownership	history,	including	past	owners,	duration	of	ownership,	and	any	title	transfers.	Additionally,	they	reveal	any
liens	or	loans	associated	with	the	vehicle,	ensuring	transparency	in	transactions	and	uncovering	potential	financial	obligations.Moreover,	vehicle	history	reports	help	identify	discrepancies	or	inconsistencies	in	ownership	records,	alerting	individuals	to	issues	like	title	fraud	or	stolen	vehicles.	By	thoroughly	examining	the	information	provided,
individuals	can	verify	ownership	authenticity	and	mitigate	risks	in	vehicle	transactions.Using	the	VIN	and	License	Plate	Number	in	Checking	Vehicle	HistoryThe	Vehicle	Identification	Number	(VIN)	and	license	plate	number	are	essential	identifiers	for	accessing	a	vehicles	history.	The	VIN	offers	comprehensive	details	about	the	vehicles	make,	model,
and	maintenance,	while	the	license	plate	number	provides	localized	information	on	registration	and	ownership.	Together,	they	enable	informed	decision-making	in	vehicle	transactions,	ensuring	transparency	and	peace	of	mind	by	offering	valuable	insights	into	ownership	records	and	maintenance	history.Owner	Info	Available	via	Free	License	Plate
SearchA	license	plate	lookup	to	check	vehicle	history	provides	various	owner	information.	This	includes:Duration	of	previous	ownershipTotal	number	of	previous	ownersRecords	of	title	transfersAddresses	of	previous	owners	(if	available)Details	of	any	current	or	previous	lienholdersThis	information	helps	potential	buyers	gain	insights	into	the	vehicles
ownership	history	and	make	informed	decisions.How	to	Run	a	Free	License	Plate	Lookup	to	Check	Vehicle	Ownership	HistoryRunning	a	license	plate	search	is	similar	to	conducting	a	VIN	check	and	involves	a	few	steps	to	access	vehicle	information.Check	the	License	Plate	Number:	Ensure	you	have	the	accurate	license	plate	number	of	the	vehicle	you
want	to	search.Input	License	Plate	Number:	Enter	the	vehicles	license	plate	number	into	the	search	tool.	Access	Information:	Retrieve	relevant	details	such	as	ownership	records,	registration	information,	and	reported	incidents	or	violations	associated	with	the	license	plate	number,	reviewing	the	results	carefully	for	any	red	flags	or	discrepancies.
When	you	perform	a	license	plate	search,	you	are	looking	up	the	unique	plate	number	attached	to	a	vehicle.	These	numbers	are	generally	issued	by	a	local	city	or	state	DMV,	or	another	similar	driver	service	agency.	Since	license	plates	are	distributed	and	handled	on	a	statewide	basis,	there	are	often	varying	regulations	across	the	country.	For
example,	some	states	allow	you	to	keep	your	license	plate	number	when	you	get	a	new	vehicle.	In	these	states,	you	may	be	able	to	access	driver	history	through	license	plates.	Unlike	a	VIN	number,	which	always	stays	with	a	specific	automobile,	a	license	plate	number	search	can	potentially	show	either	vehicle	or	driver	history.	The	characters	in	a
license	plate	number	are	usually	distributed	serially.	Furthermore,	most	states	allow	drivers	to	request	personalized	license	plates	and	plate	numbers.	Check	in	with	your	local	DMV	or	similar	agency	for	more	details	about	license	plate	protocols.What	information	is	shown	in	a	license	plate	search?Unfortunately,	not	all	states	offer	online	license	plate
search	services,	and	the	information	provided	on	the	reports	are	limited	to	protect	driver	safety.	The	Drivers	Privacy	Protection	Act	requires	all	states	to	prohibit	the	release	or	use	of	personal	information	by	any	DMV.	Protected	information	includes	access	to	a	drivers	Social	Security	Number,	driver	license	or	identification	card	number,	name,
address,	telephone	number	and	medical	information	contained	in	motor	vehicle	or	driver	records.Only	law	enforcement	personnel	are	authorized	to	find	personal	information	about	vehicle	owners	through	the	running	of	license	plates.	Depending	on	your	state,	you	may	be	able	to	access	the	following	info	through	a	public	records	license	plate
search:Vehicle	information	such	as	body	type,	engine	specs	and	moreA	vehicles	registration	statusAmount	of	people	that	owned	the	vehicleRecent	odometer	readingsTraffic	citations	linked	to	the	vehicleVehicle	registration	detailsVehicle	history	reportAccident	reportPerforming	a	free	license	plate	search	can	allow	you	to	view	vehicle-specific
information,	while	paid	services	typically	provide	more	data.	A	license	plate	search	can	give	you	access	to	the	same	vehicle	history	reports	that	professionals	in	the	automobile	industry	utilize	to	influence	their	vehicle	purchasing	decisions.	However,	many	paid	searches	are	performed	by	third-party	services.Note:	If	you	live	in	a	state	that	allows
drivers	to	keep	the	same	license	plate	numbers	with	new	vehicles,	you	may	be	able	to	access	more	driver	history	through	a	license	plate	search.When	should	you	perform	a	license	plate	search?While	the	information	available	in	a	license	plate	number	search	varies	by	state,	they	can	still	contain	helpful	material	if	you	are	looking	to	buy	a	car.	If	you
want	information	about	a	vehicle	that	you	spot	on	the	road,	searching	a	license	plate	might	provide	you	with	some	essential	info.	This	can	be	beneficial	because	you	might	not	be	able	to	access	a	VIN	if	you	spot	it	while	driving.Oftentimes,	safety	features	such	as	airbags	and	seatbelts	are	detailed	on	these	reports.	Additionally,	these	reports	can	also
provide	pertinent	safety	information	such	as	vehicle	or	part	recalls.	In	fact,	some	free	license	plate	searches	will	provide	you	with	a	vehicles	VIN	number	so	that	you	can	performs	more	detailed	searches.	Accident	records	and	National	Highway	Traffic	Safety	Administration	recalls	about	particular	vehicles	may	be	essential	to	consider	when	you	are
trying	to	purchase	a	used	vehicle.An	auto	license	plate	search	can	be	useful	when	you	are	looking	for	a	vehicles	history	report.	Knowing	a	vehicles	history	can	greatly	influence	your	purchasing	decision.	You	may	come	across	a	seller	that	does	not	always	reveal	all	the	problems	about	a	vehicle,	but	some	license	plate	searches	will	perform	checks	for
significant	problems	and	detail	any	title	brands	on	a	vehicle.	Records	and	problems	that	are	investigated	can	include:Abandoned	records.Fire,	hair	or	water	damaged	records.Major	damage	incidents.Junk	or	scrap	records.Insurance	loss	or	probable	total	loss	records.Salvage	or	salvage	auction	records.Reports	of	vehicle	theft.Car	buyers	are
recommended	to	check	a	vehicle	history	report	through	a	public	records	license	plate	search	or	a	VIN	number	report	in	order	to	avoid	stolen	or	unsafe	vehicles.Where	does	the	information	on	a	license	plate	search	come	from?Most	services	that	search	a	license	plate	gather	their	information	from	multiple	credible	sources.	A	majority	of	the
information	comes	from	the	public	records	available	through	various	motor	vehicle	departments.	Service	stations	and	insurance	companies	also	provide	relevant	information	found	in	a	license	plate	search.Who	is	allowed	to	search	a	license	plate?Running	a	license	plate	search	to	check	on	another	person	is	illegal	in	most	circumstances,	but	many
services	will	collect	public	information	linked	to	a	plate.	You	will	not	be	able	to	access	the	same	personal	data	that	a	law	enforcement	officer	can	view,	but	everyone	has	access	to	public	records.	The	data	gathered	in	these	searches	is	similar	to	a	VIN	check.Numerous	laws,	especially	the	Freedom	of	Information	Act,	permits	citizens	to	access	data
collected	by	the	government.	Any	data	created	by	the	Department	of	Motor	Vehicle	and	other	government	agencies	is	available	for	public	access.	Besides	that,	these	agencies	allow	easy	access	to	this	information	in	order	to	cut	down	on	car	fraud	and	automobile	theft.Can	I	perform	a	license	plate	search	on	my	own?While	it	is	possible	to	search	a
license	plate	on	your	own,	it	would	consume	a	lot	of	your	time	and	resources.	You	would	essentially	need	to	contact	every	DMV,	police	department,	federal	agency	and	insurance	company	to	gather	all	of	their	public	data.If	you	are	doing	this	research	to	help	you	buy	a	car,	you	probably	wont	have	the	time	to	complete	plate	checks	on	your	own.
Instead,	you	can	gather	a	fair	amount	of	data	in	a	matter	of	minutes	by	using	a	free	license	plate	search	service.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as
long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your
contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable
exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	
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