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Good	comic	books	for	8	year	olds

Comics	as	a	means	to	encourage	reading	are	indeed	valuable,	but	it's	essential	to	recognize	the	diversity	and	complexity	of	this	art	form.	Comics	aren't	limited	to	one	genre	or	type	of	reader;	they	offer	a	unique	combination	of	visual	and	written	elements,	making	them	an	effective	tool	for	conveying	ideas	and	experiences.	From	humorous	tales	to
thrilling	adventures,	comics	can	engage	readers	in	various	ways,	including	delivering	complex	information	and	breaking	hearts.	While	metrics	on	literacy	and	educational	achievement	exist,	there's	also	value	in	acknowledging	the	intangible	benefits	of	reading	comics.	Witnessing	children	become	fully	immersed	in	stories	and	worlds	of	imagination	is	a
reward	that	transcends	measurable	outcomes.	We're	witnessing	a	resurgence	of	interest	in	graphic	novels	for	young	readers,	with	creators	like	Jamie	Smart	making	significant	contributions	to	this	field.	Smart's	works,	such	as	Bunny	VS	Monkey	and	Looshkin,	have	captured	the	hearts	of	many	children,	showcasing	his	unique	blend	of	humor,
imagination,	and	creativity.	His	characters	can	evoke	intense	laughter	and	lifelong	devotion.	The	intersection	of	magic,	imagination,	and	empowerment	is	a	hallmark	of	Smart's	storytelling,	making	his	tales	both	entertaining	and	impactful.	These	funny	and	relatable	comics	about	school	and	childhood	are	making	everyone	laugh.	They're	also	honest
and	powerful,	which	is	really	important	for	young	readers.	Raina	Telgemeier	has	this	amazing	talent	to	make	everyday	subjects	super	interesting	in	her	graphic	novels.	Her	latest	book	tells	a	personal	story	of	struggles	she	had	in	middle	school	with	phobias,	IBS,	and	anxiety.	It's	an	awesome	example	of	how	honesty	can	be	so	inspiring.	Another	great
series	follows	the	adventures	of	young	Akissi	growing	up	in	Ivory	Coast.	These	vibrant	comics	are	full	of	humor,	love,	and	a	strong	sense	of	place.	They're	like	windows	into	another	world	that	we	can	all	relate	to.	Image:	Mathieu	Sapin	A	British	superhero	is	getting	a	modern	makeover!	The	new	comics	update	his	story	for	today's	kids	with	action-
packed	adventures	and	heartwarming	moments.	This	other	series	is	about	saving	the	world	from	monsters,	robots,	and	one	brave	kid	who	accidentally	becomes	a	hero.	It's	all	super	exciting	and	fun!	Mech	Cadet	Yu	has	thrilling	action,	lovable	characters,	and	stunning	artwork	that	will	keep	you	on	the	edge	of	your	seat.	Imagine	sitting	in	on	interviews
with	historical	figures	after	they've	passed	away	-	Corpse	Talk	does	just	that!	Adam	asks	them	questions	about	their	lives,	and	it's	like	getting	a	glimpse	into	who	they	really	were.	Each	strip	is	beautifully	crafted	to	make	these	big	stories	feel	real	and	important	for	young	readers.	Image:	Adam	and	Lisa	Murphy	American	Born	Chinese	is	a	winner	of
many	awards	in	the	US,	and	it's	no	surprise	why!	This	story	has	three	main	parts	that	combine	mythology,	growing	up,	racism,	and	stereotypes.	But	what's	really	amazing	is	how	it's	told	with	such	clarity	and	purpose.	It	feels	like	you're	right	there	with	the	characters	experiencing	everything	they	go	through.	Another	great	series	takes	place	in	a	world
where	Britain	is	struggling,	and	it's	about	one	family	trying	to	stay	together	as	things	fall	apart.	This	story	makes	us	feel	like	we	can	relate	to	it	even	though	it	deals	with	really	heavy	stuff.	Then	there's	this	sweet	YA	romance	that	captures	the	ups	and	downs	of	teenage	life	so	perfectly	through	its	beautiful	artwork.	It's	all	in	black	and	white,	but	it	feels
like	a	blast	of	emotion	right	into	your	heart.	If	you're	looking	for	great	graphic	novels	for	kids	aged	9-12,	look	no	further!	The	inclusion	of	visual	elements	allows	kids	to	engage	more	deeply	with	graphic	novels.	Recent	releases	from	renowned	authors	have	made	these	books	perfect	for	sparking	discussions	about	important	themes	relevant	to	tweens
aged	9-12.	Both	my	children,	aged	8	and	12,	are	enthusiastic	readers	who	enjoy	graphic	novels.	These	books	support	struggling	readers	by	providing	contextual	support	through	visuals,	making	them	appealing	to	a	wide	range	of	reading	levels.	Each	book	on	this	list	is	linked	to	Amazon	or	Book	Depository	online	stores	–	affiliate	links	that	earn	me	a
small	commission	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	Diana:	Princess	of	the	Amazons	by	Shannon	Hale	follows	11-year-old	Diana,	an	immortal	Amazon	princess	who	creates	a	clay	best	friend,	Mona.	As	Diana	makes	poor	decisions,	she	puts	her	island's	safety	at	risk.	Suitable	for	readers	aged	8	and	up.	Available:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	Phoebe	and	Her
Unicorn	(book	1)	by	Dana	Simpson	is	the	first	in	a	series	about	Phoebe,	a	confident	misfit,	and	her	self-absorbed	unicorn	friend,	Marigold.	This	book	explores	themes	of	fitting	in,	popularity,	loneliness,	honesty,	and	being	oneself.	Recommended	for	readers	aged	8	and	up.	Available:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	Real	Friends	by	Shannon	Hale	is	a
semi-autobiographical	story	about	playground	politics	among	elementary	school	girls.	It's	about	making	friends,	losing	them,	and	coping	with	the	pressures	of	popularity.	Suitable	for	readers	aged	8	and	up.	Available:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	(and	its	sequel	Best	Friends)	El	Deafo	by	Cece	Bell	tells	the	semi-autobiographical	story	of	a	deaf	girl	as
she	navigates	her	school	life	with	the	help	of	her	hearing	aid.	This	book	is	funny,	honest,	and	promotes	acceptance	of	individual	differences.	Recommended	for	readers	aged	9	and	up.	Available:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	Smile,	Sisters,	and	Guts	by	Raina	Telgemeier	share	stories	about	anxiety,	phobias,	and	panic	attacks.	These	books	are	great
reads	for	kids	who	struggle	with	similar	issues.	Looking	forward	to	seeing	everyone	at	the	meeting	tomorrow	and	discussing	our	strategies.	The	Last	Kids	On	Earth	(book	1	of	the	series)	by	Max	Brallier	The	Last	Kids	on	Earth	tells	the	hilarious	story	of	Jack	and	his	friends,	Quint	and	June,	as	they	attempt	to	stay	alive	in	the	aftermath	of	a	zombie
monster	apocalypse	–	by	hiding	out	in	a	super	cool	treehouse!	One	of	our	favourite	graphic	novel	series.	Age	9+	years.	Available:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	See	the	whole	series:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	Compass	South	(book	1	of	the	Four	Points	series)	by	Hope	Larson	Set	in	the	1860s,	this	fun,	swashbuckling	adventure	tale	shares	the
story	of	orphaned	twins,	Cleo	and	Alex,	who	become	separated	while	on	the	run	from	gangsters,	pirates,	and	the	law!	Age	9+	years.	Available:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	See	the	sequel,	Knife’s	Edge:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	New	Kid	by	Jerry	Craft	Middle	school	is	hard.	Switching	schools	is	hard.	Imagine	switching	to	a	private	middle
school	where	you’re	one	of	the	very	few	black	kids	there.	Jordan	Banks	is	a	seventh	grader	who	dreams	of	going	to	art	school,	instead,	he	finds	himself	at	the	exclusive,	private	Riverdale	Academy	Day	School.	Jordan	experiences	prejudice	and	stereotyping	from	both	kids	and	faculty	in	a	funny,	heartfelt	exploration	of	racial	issues	suitable	to	children
9+	years.	Available:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	Find	out	more	about	the	sequel,	Class	Act,	in	our	collection	of	the	best	New	Graphic	Novels	for	Tweens.	Secret	Coders	(book	1	of	the	series)	by	Gene	Luen	Yang	Two	unlikely	friends,	Hopper	and	Eni,	band	together	to	solve	the	mysteries	at	their	crazy	school	while	teaching	themselves	(and	the
reader)	beginner	computer	coding	skills.	Age	9+	years.	Available:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	Find	the	rest	of	the	series:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	Roller	Girl	by	Victoria	Jamieson	Roller	Girl	has	so	much	good	stuff	in	it	–	it	explores	growing	apart	from	childhood	friends,	finding	new	friends,	standing	up	for	yourself	and	others,	the	importance
of	positive	role	models,	defining	who	you	are	as	a	person	as	you	grow	up,	facing	fear	and	surviving.	Age	9+	years.	Available:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	Invisible	Emmie	(book	1	in	the	Emmie	&	Friends	series)	by	Terri	Libenson	Told	from	the	perspective	of	two	totally	different	girls	–	Emmie	who	is	quiet,	shy	and	artistic	and	Katie	who	is	popular,
outgoing	and	athletic.	This	is	the	story	of	a	not-so-ordinary	school	day	when	Emmie	is	pushed	into	the	spotlight	thanks	to	an	embarrassing	situation,	and	what	happens	when	the	lives	of	these	two	girls	unexpectedly	intersect.	Age	9+	years.	Available:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	Find	the	rest	of	the	series:	Amazon	|	The	Book	Depository	The
Crossover	by	Kwame	Alexander	The	Dragonet	Prophecy,	a	graphic	novel	in	the	Wings	of	Fire	series	by	Tui	T.	Sutherland,	is	now	available	for	readers	aged	10+.	This	first	book	in	the	series	tells	the	story	of	five	young	dragons	destined	to	end	a	war	between	seven	dragon	tribes	through	a	prophecy.	For	drama	fans,	a	new	graphic	novel	adaptation	of
Drama	by	Raina	Telgemeier	is	also	out.	The	story	revolves	around	Callie's	experiences	with	theatre,	friendships,	and	crushes	during	her	school	musical	production.	Trespassers	by	Breena	Bard	introduces	readers	to	Gabby,	who	solves	a	mystery	while	staying	at	her	family's	lake	house	over	the	summer.	Her	investigation	leads	to	unexpected	discoveries
and	an	unlikely	friendship.	Other	notable	titles	include	Stargazing	by	Jen	Wang,	American	Born	Chinese	by	Gene	Luen	Yang,	White	Bird	by	R	J	Palacio,	and	Target	Practice	(book	1	in	the	Cleopatra	in	Space	series)	by	Mike	Maihack.	The	Book	Depository	|	Amazon	A	diverse	range	of	graphic	novels	for	kids	are	available.	The	Cardboard	Kingdom	by
Chad	Sell	-	A	story	about	16	children	who	create	fabulous	costumes	and	stage	epic	battles	using	cardboard.	Meg,	Jo,	Beth	and	Amy:	A	Modern	Retelling	of	Little	Women	by	Bre	Indigo	and	Rey	Terciero	-	A	modern	retelling	of	the	classic	novel,	exploring	themes	such	as	family,	bullying,	disability,	and	poverty.	Josh	and	Daisy's	Alien	Adventure	is	not
present	in	the	text.	Christie	Burnett's	creation	Childhood	101	offers	engaging	learning	ideas	for	teachers	and	parents.	The	series	features	a	robot	dad,	Dadbot,	who	becomes	a	parent	to	Josh	and	Daisy	after	they	find	him	at	a	car	boot	sale.	The	Poopies'	Case:	A	Colourful	Spy	Adventure	for	Early	Readers	A	quirky	twist	on	the	classic	spy	adventure,	My
Big	Fat	Smelly	Poo	Diary	is	suitable	for	lower	KS2	students	who	want	to	move	beyond	picture	books	but	are	not	yet	ready	for	chapter	books.	Join	Pedro,	Olga,	and	Ozzy	as	they	solve	pungent	mysteries	in	a	world	of	full-colour	graphical	novel	adventures.	For	fans	of	Dog	Man	and	Bunny	Vs	Monkey,	the	dynamic	duo	Sarcastic	Penguin	and	Cat	with	a
Toolbelt,	affectionately	known	as	Peng	and	Spanners,	are	back	to	tackle	the	quirkiest	pizza	mystery	ever.	With	a	looming	inspection	threatening	the	school's	closure,	they	must	face	challenges	from	a	pesky	robot,	Cinderella	the	caretaker,	and	a	daring	jailbreak.	Meanwhile,	Agent	9	is	tasked	with	saving	the	world	from	supervillain	King	Crab's
dastardly	scheme	to	turn	the	polar	ice	caps	into	a	water-world	theme	park.	Packed	with	thrills	and	adventure	on	every	page,	this	graphic	novel	format	will	appeal	to	less	confident	readers	aged	7-9	in	years	3&4.	New	puppy	Peanut	arrives	and	brings	chaos	to	Butter	the	cat	and	Crackers	the	dog's	peaceful	lives.	But	when	Peanut	doesn't	come	home,
they	must	work	together	to	find	him.	This	fun,	fast-paced	adventure	is	perfect	for	fans	of	Dog	Man	Cat	Kid.	In	another	exciting	tale,	Clementine	and	Abigail	team	up	to	thwart	a	vengeful	bandit	in	the	wild	frontier	town	of	Little	Spittle.	Alongside	their	dinosaur	friend	Rootbeer,	they	use	courage	and	friendship	to	take	on	the	Bandit	Queen	and	her	evil
plans.	Lastly,	Emily	and	her	rebel	fighters	embark	on	an	airship	mission	to	find	a	mythical	lost	city.	Will	they	succeed?	Can	they	trust	their	new	friends?	This	is	the	first	of	a	series	of	sheep-based	adventures	that	are	very	popular	with	reluctant	readers.	Derek,	a	grumbling	sheep,	is	driven	round	the	bend	by	the	other	farmyard	animals	in	this	laugh-out-
loud	comic	strip.	This	popular	children's	book	has	been	well-received	in	various	schools,	with	an	expanding	series	available	for	kids	who	enjoy	similar	content.	Schools	may	consider	purchasing	hardbacks	instead	of	paperbacks,	as	the	latter	might	not	withstand	heavy	usage.	The	book	presents	complex	STEM	concepts	in	a	clear	and	engaging	manner,
making	it	suitable	for	reluctant	readers	and	those	interested	in	space	and	science.	Looking	for	a	book	that	will	captivate	both	kids	and	adults	alike?	This	modern	classic	is	a	must-read,	especially	for	those	interested	in	science	and	history.	The	story	follows	Tom	as	he	discovers	a	mysterious	clock	that	transports	him	to	another	time,	leading	to	an
unforgettable	adventure.	Twenty	heroes	and	heroines	from	the	past	take	readers	on	incredible	journeys,	showcasing	bravery	and	exploration.	Perfect	for	primary	classes	or	school	libraries,	this	book	is	sure	to	entice	even	the	most	reluctant	readers.	The	engaging	storyline,	complete	with	cliffhangers	and	visual	surprises,	will	keep	young	readers
hooked.	This	series	is	ideal	for	children	who	love	toilet	humor,	such	as	fans	of	Captain	Underpants,	and	is	particularly	useful	for	struggling	readers	seeking	more	exciting	content.	Wildly	popular	in	schools,	it	inspires	imagination	and	converts	even	the	most	book-averse	kids.	The	treehouse	concept	is	also	a	great	way	to	encourage	creative	writing	and
art	projects.	With	its	classic	full-color	illustrations	and	wholesome	moral	themes,	this	series	of	evergreen	books	is	an	excellent	addition	to	any	KS2	library.	There	are	plenty	of	titles	to	choose	from,	each	offering	a	unique	blend	of	humor,	adventure,	and	historical	insight.	Another	standout	title	is	the	graphic	novel	adaptation	of	Deborah	Ellis'	prose
novel,	Parvana,	which	tells	the	powerful	story	of	a	young	girl's	survival	in	Afghanistan.	With	its	minimal	text	and	imaginative	illustrations,	this	book	is	a	must-read	for	year	6	book	groups	and	offers	a	thought-provoking	exploration	of	war,	courage,	and	resilience.	This	series	is	perfect	for	children	who	want	more	exciting	reading	material,	as	well	as
those	looking	to	explore	the	world	of	graphic	novels	further.	Daisy's	school	trip	to	an	old	country	house	becomes	an	unexpected	adventure	when	teachers	are	distracted,	leaving	the	children	free	to	explore	secret	hiding	places	and	surprises.	The	first	in	a	series	of	funny	illustrated	stories,	this	graphic	novel	reworks	the	Rapunzel	story	and	transports
characters	to	the	Wild	West,	featuring	a	long-haired	heroine	with	a	thirst	for	adventure.	Looking	for	engaging	graphic	novels	for	your	KS2	students?	Our	list	features	popular	titles,	class	sets,	and	more.	Purchase	directly	from	Bookshop.org	UK	or	Amazon	for	ideal	gifts	or	classroom	libraries	while	supporting	independent	bookshops.	Discover	thrilling
adventures:	-	Pacey's	Quest:	A	magical	journey	with	unicorns	and	sisterly	love.	-	Babymouse:	Optimism	and	humor	in	everyday	life.	-	Beetle	Buddies:	Friendship	and	adventure	in	Bug	Village.	-	Batpig:	Superhero	hijinks	and	emotional	depth.	-	Grumpypig:	Handling	emotions	through	laughter.	Jelly	the	Jellyfish's	Fun-Filled	Journey	Jelly,	a	straight-laced
jellyfish,	embarks	on	exciting	escapades	as	they	travel	across	the	ocean.	Along	the	way,	they	learn	valuable	lessons	about	friendship	and	have	a	blast	with	Sienna.	A	humorous	book	by	Stephen	Shaskan	is	filled	with	laughter	and	praise	from	Sienna.	The	story	features	two	favorite	foods	-	Pizza	and	Taco	-	who	must	navigate	new	friendships	with
Hamburger	and	Hot	Dog	to	determine	which	one	is	more	popular.	Another	tale	follows	Max,	who	gains	superpowers	after	consuming	a	radioactive	space	meatball.	However,	he	struggles	with	his	newfound	abilities	and	learns	the	importance	of	kindness	and	loyalty.	This	entertaining	book	is	perfect	for	fans	of	Dog	Man	and	Cat	Kid.	A	heartwarming
story	by	Mika	Song	revolves	around	two	squirrel	friends,	Norma	and	Belly,	who	go	on	a	thrilling	adventure	to	find	the	ultimate	donut.	With	a	focus	on	teamwork,	determination,	and	silliness,	this	humorous	tale	is	a	delight	for	young	readers.	The	magical	tree	house	takes	siblings	Jack	and	Annie	on	an	exciting	journey	through	time	and	space.	They
travel	to	ancient	times,	encountering	dinosaurs,	and	experience	fast-paced	adventures	filled	with	historical	facts.	A	graphic	novel	by	Random	House	Disney	retells	the	beloved	story	of	Encanto,	featuring	the	Madrigal	family's	magical	heritage.	For	young	readers	who	love	Bruno,	this	book	is	a	must-read,	earning	5	stars	from	Elisabeth.	Lastly,	Scaredy
Squirrel	overcomes	their	fears	and	discovers	new	experiences	with	friends	in	this	charming	tale.	Liz	raves	about	its	excellence,	giving	it	a	glowing	1,000-star	rating.


