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Rn	to	masters	nursing

Safety	Notice	WGU	and	the	Leavitt	School	of	Health	are	committed	to	the	health,	safety,	and	well-being	of	all	patients,	community	members,	and	key	stakeholders	that	interact	with	WGU	students	at	various	clinical/host	sites.	Interactions	might	include	direct	patient	interaction,	observation	experiences,	laboratory	experiences,	project	development,	or
conducting	research.		Standard	compliance	verification	for	students	in	applicable	LSH	programs	is	required	to	protect	the	public,	meet	LSH	program	expectations,	reasonably	assure	compliance	with	state	regulatory	board	requirements,	meet	WGU’s	contractual	and	legal	obligations	with	clinical	partners,	and	support	WGU’s	mission	to	prepare
students	who	will	be	qualified	to	enter	their	desired	field.	Compliance	items	may	include,	but	are	not	limited	to,	background	checks,	immunizations,	and	drug	screens	as	needed.	Editorial	Note:	We	earn	a	commission	from	partner	links	on	Forbes	Advisor.	Commissions	do	not	affect	our	editors'	opinions	or	evaluations.	RN-to-M.S.N.	bridge	programs
allow	registered	nurses	with	associate	degrees	to	earn	master’s	degrees	in	nursing	without	the	intermediate	step	of	attending	a	bachelor’s	program	first.	These	programs	combine	upper-level	undergraduate	nursing	education	with	master’s-level	courses.	Most	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	take	about	two	years	to	complete.	Students	can	specialize	in	areas
such	as	adult-gerontology	primary	care,	nursing	education	and	health	services	leadership.	RN-to-M.S.N.	online	programs	provide	the	same	curriculums	as	their	on-campus	counterparts,	plus	added	flexibility.	Students	pursuing	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	online	may	need	to	arrange	their	own	clinical	placements.	Earning	a	master’s	degree	in	any	field	can
be	a	lengthy,	daunting	road.	The	process	can	be	especially	time-consuming	for	registered	nurses	(RNs)	who	want	to	pursue	graduate-level	study,	as	RNs	in	many	states	only	need	an	associate	degree	in	nursing	(A.D.N)	to	qualify	for	licensure.	To	follow	the	traditional	pathway	to	a	Master	of	Science	in	Nursing	(M.S.N.),	RNs	must	first	complete	a	four-
year	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Nursing	(B.S.N.).	For	nurses	with	a	two-year	A.D.N.	degree,	obtaining	a	B.S.N.	typically	adds	about	two	more	years	of	schooling.	An	M.S.N.	can	then	take	another	one	to	two	years.	However,	registered	nurses	in	the	U.S.	who	hold	an	A.D.N	or	a	B.S.N.	can	earn	their	master’s	on	an	accelerated	basis	through	an	RN-to-M.S.N.
bridge	program.	With	an	M.S.N.,	nurses	can	apply	for	senior	roles,	which	often	pay	higher	salaries.	This	article	discusses	the	ins	and	outs	of	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs,	including	admission	requirements,	common	specializations	and	career	outcomes.	We’ll	also	review	what	to	expect	if	you	attend	an	RN-to-M.S.N.	program	online.	Let’s	dive	in.	What	Is	an
RN-to-M.S.N.	Program?	An	RN-to-M.S.N.	program	is	an	accelerated	bridge	program	for	registered	nurses	who	want	to	complete	an	M.S.N.	in	a	shorter	time	frame.	RN-to-M.S.N.	bridge	programs	help	nurses	close	the	gap	between	an	associate	degree	and	a	master’s	degree	without	completing	a	full	bachelor’s	program.	They	combine	core	B.S.N.
coursework	with	a	master’s	specialty	to	provide	learners	with	well-rounded	nursing	training.	While	some	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	also	admit	learners	who	already	have	a	B.S.N.,	most	cater	primarily	to	nurses	with	A.D.N.s.	Why	Earn	an	M.S.N.?	M.S.N.	degrees	provide	registered	nurses	with	the	specialized	training	they	need	to	land	jobs	as	advanced
practice	registered	nurses	(APRNs),	including	nurse	practitioners	(NPs).	These	degree	holders	can	also	qualify	for	nurse	leadership	positions.	Additionally,	an	M.S.N.	helps	graduates	prepare	for	Doctor	of	Nursing	Practice	programs	or	Ph.D.	programs	in	nursing,	the	terminal	degrees	in	this	field.	Upon	completing	the	RN-to-M.S.N.	track,	graduates
can	aim	for	senior	nursing	roles	such	as	nurse	practitioner,	clinical	nurse	specialist,	nurse	anesthetist	or	nurse	midwife.	They	can	also	qualify	for	non-bedside	roles	like	nurse	educator,	nurse	supervisor	and	nurse	administrator.	RN-to-M.S.N.	Coursework	Coursework	for	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	varies	by	specialization.	For	example,	students	pursuing
a	nursing	education	concentration	typically	take	different	classes	than	their	counterparts	studying	adult-gerontology.	Nonetheless,	these	programs	often	have	many	fundamental	courses	in	common,	including	classes	in	health	policy,	health	informatics,	global	and	population	health,	foundations	of	patient	safety	and	advanced	health	assessment.
Students	learn	evidence-based	practices	for	effective	nursing	care.	It	takes	about	two	years	to	complete	an	RN-to-M.S.N.	program.	Within	that	time,	learners	complete	about	30	to	70	credits.	RN-to-M.S.N.	curricula	also	typically	include	a	practicum	requirement.	Depending	on	the	program,	students	may	complete	up	to	400	hours	of	clinical	practice.
Admission	Requirements	for	an	RN-to-M.S.N.	Degree	Admission	requirements	for	RN-to-M.S.N.	bridge	programs	differ	by	school	but	typically	include:	At	least	an	associate	degree	in	nursing	from	an	accredited	institution	A	valid	RN	license	Official	college	transcripts	Letters	of	recommendation	A	current	résumé	A	graduate	admission	application	fee
Evidence	of	English	language	proficiency	(for	non-native	speakers)	Pro	Tip	Some	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	require	applicants	to	hold	a	bachelor’s	degree.	This	can	be	either	a	B.S.N.	or	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	a	non-nursing	subject	plus	an	associate	degree	in	nursing.	Others	accept	students	with	only	an	A.D.N.	Specializations	for	RN-to-M.S.N.	Programs
Because	nursing	has	many	subfields,	M.S.N.	programs	offer	a	host	of	focus	areas	for	students	to	specialize	in.	M.S.N.	specializations	determine	which	types	of	patients	graduates	will	care	for	and	which	advanced	nursing	positions	they	qualify	for.	Thus,	students	should	choose	a	concentration	that	aligns	with	their	career	goals.	Popular	specializations
in	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	include:	Family	Nurse	Practitioner	(FNP)	The	family	nurse	practitioner	specialization	prepares	RNs	to	care	for	patients	of	all	ages.	It	also	equips	them	for	FNP	board	certification	exams	and	subsequent	licensure.	In	addition	to	general	nursing	coursework,	RNs	in	the	family	nurse	practitioner	track	study	advanced	topics	like
clinical	decision	making,	adult	healthcare,	geriatric	healthcare	and	family	systems.	Nursing	Education	A	concentration	in	nursing	education	helps	prepare	RNs	for	teaching	careers	within	nursing.	Learners	explore	aspects	of	nursing	education,	including	complexities	of	healthcare	for	diverse	populations,	learning	styles,	curriculum	development	and
assessment.	RNs	in	this	subfield	also	typically	take	core	nursing	courses	like	healthcare	policy,	global	and	population	health,	comprehensive	health	assessment	and	emerging	professional	practice.	Adult-Gerontology	Primary	Care	Adult-gerontology	primary	care	NPs	treat	common	health	challenges	for	adults	and	aging	patients.	Coursework	in	this
specialization	develops	learners’	diagnostic	skills	for	aging-related	issues.	Classes	also	cover	patient	intervention	through	tools	like	physical	therapy.	Psychiatric/Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner	Psychiatric	NPs	examine	and	treat	patients	with	mental	health	and	substance	use	disorders.	They	can	work	in	hospitals,	correctional	institutions,	schools
and	military	facilities.	This	specialization	teaches	learners	to	complete	comprehensive	mental	health	assessments,	provide	individual	or	group	therapy	and	prescribe	medications.	Health	Services	Leadership	and	Management	Specializing	in	the	leadership	aspect	of	nursing	can	qualify	graduates	for	managerial	positions	within	the	health	sector.	In
addition	to	a	broad	perspective	of	nursing	practice,	this	concentration	teaches	students	about	managerial	health	finance,	administration	of	nursing	and	organizational	theories.	Learners	in	this	concentration	also	complete	a	practicum	course	where	they	lead	patient	care	teams	and	maximize	organizational	outcomes.	Accreditation	for	RN-to-M.S.N.
Programs	Programmatic	accreditation	for	nursing	degrees	ensures	that	programs’	courses	meet	rigorous	standards	for	nursing	education.	It	also	verifies	that	the	classes	in	a	nursing	program	align	with	the	latest	advancements	in	healthcare.	Attending	a	programmatically	accredited	nursing	school	can	help	prepare	students	adequately	for	nursing
careers.	The	Accreditation	Commission	for	Education	in	Nursing	(ACEN)	and	the	Commission	on	Collegiate	Nursing	Education	offer	programmatic	accreditation	to	nursing	programs	across	various	levels.	Pro	Tip	Many	jurisdictions	require	an	accredited	nursing	degree	for	state	licensure,	and	doctoral	programs	in	nursing	typically	expect	applicants	to
hold	accredited	degrees.	Some	states	and	programs	stipulate	accreditation	from	specific	agencies,	so	ensure	your	degree	meets	any	such	requirements.	What	Can	You	Do	With	an	RN-to-M.S.N.	Degree?	Attending	an	RN-to-M.S.N.	program	can	expand	your	knowledge	base	and	help	you	provide	evidence-based	patient	care	on	an	advanced	level	or
transition	to	a	non-bedside	role	in	education,	administration	or	informatics.	Below	we	explore	some	potential	careers	for	graduates.	Salary	data	for	this	section	comes	from	the	U.S.	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	and	O*NET	Online.	Nurse	Practitioner	2023	Median	Annual	Salary:	$126,260	Minimum	Required	Education:	Master	of	Science	in	Nursing	Job
Overview:	Nurse	practitioners	provide	advanced	nursing	services.	They	perform	physical	evaluations,	interpret	diagnostic	tests,	develop	treatment	plans,	prescribe	medication	and	supervise	junior	nurses.	Because	some	NP	duties	overlap	with	physicians’,	they	may	work	autonomously,	depending	on	the	state	laws.	Clinical	Nurse	Specialist	2023
Median	Annual	Salary:	$86,070	Minimum	Required	Education:	Master	of	Science	in	Nursing	Job	Overview:	Clinical	nurse	specialists	provide	direct	medical	care	to	patients	in	their	specific	nursing	specialties,	including	subfields	like	pediatrics,	adult-gerontology	and	women’s	health.	They	may	also	occupy	non-nursing	roles,	which	involve	advocating
for	health	policies,	supervising	junior	staff	and	leading	patient	care	teams.	Nurse	Anesthetist	2023	Median	Annual	Salary:	$212,650	Minimum	Required	Education:	Master	of	Science	in	Nursing	Job	Overview:	Nurse	anesthetists	administer	anesthesia	and	other	pain	management	care	in	surgical	contexts.	Their	pain	management	services	can	also
extend	to	patients	with	acute	injuries.	Nurse	Midwife	2022	Median	Annual	Salary:	$129,650	Minimum	Required	Education:	Master	of	Science	in	Nursing	Job	Overview:	Nurse	midwives	provide	gynecological,	prenatal	and	postpartum	care	to	female-bodied	patients	from	adolescence	to	adulthood.	They	educate	expectant	parents	on	birth	options,	assist
doctors	during	cesarean	births	and	treat	lacerations	following	childbirth.	Nurse	midwives	also	offer	family	planning	services	and	address	patients’	reproductive	concerns.	Nursing	Informatics	Specialist	2023	Median	Annual	Salary:	$103,800	Minimum	Required	Education:	Master	of	Science	in	Nursing	Job	Overview:	Nursing	informatics	specialists
combine	IT	and	nursing	skills	to	design	and	improve	healthcare	systems.	Their	primary	responsibility	is	managing	clinical	information	systems	and	electronic	health	records.	However,	they	may	also	teach	other	medical	personnel	how	to	navigate	those	systems.	Nurse	Educator	2023	Median	Annual	Salary:	$80,780	Minimum	Required	Education:
Master	of	Science	in	Nursing;	doctoral	degree	may	be	preferred	Job	Overview:	Nurse	educators	provide	instruction	and	mentorship	for	aspiring	nurses.	They	may	teach	lab	and	classroom	courses,	assess	students’	work,	oversee	clinical	placements,	and	design	and	evaluate	nursing	course	content	and	curriculums.	Some	nurse	educators	teach
exclusively,	while	others	also	conduct	research.	Should	You	Complete	an	RN-to-M.S.N.	Program	Online?	In-person	and	online	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	offer	similar	curricula	and	outcomes.	However,	they	can	vary	in	cost,	flexibility	and	student	support.	Below,	we	highlight	four	main	factors	to	consider	before	enrolling	in	an	online	RN-to-M.S.N.
program.	Cost.	Some	public	institutions	charge	all	online	learners	in-state	tuition	regardless	of	students’	residency	status,	while	other	schools	offer	lower	online-only	tuition	rates.	These	reduced	costs	can	help	learners	save	money	on	their	degree.	Additionally,	because	distance	learning	doesn’t	require	students	to	relocate	or	commute,	attending	an
online	RN-to-M.S.N.	program	can	help	reduce	overall	educational	expenses.	Accreditation.	In	addition	to	institutional	accreditation,	look	for	programs	with	programmatic	accreditation	from	organizations	like	the	Accreditation	Commission	for	Education	in	Nursing	or	the	Commission	on	Collegiate	Nursing	Education.	Graduating	from	an	unaccredited
nursing	program	can	impact	nurses’	ability	to	earn	licensure.	Flexibility.	On-campus	nursing	programs	typically	require	learners	to	attend	classes	and	take	tests	at	fixed	times.	Online	programs	with	asynchronous	learning	components	often	provide	less	structured	schedules	for	coursework,	meaning	increased	flexibility	for	students.	Clinical	Placement
Support.	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	typically	include	practicum	requirements	that	students	complete	at	medical	facilities.	On-campus	programs	generally	make	provisions	for	clinical	placement	at	nearby	facilities.	In	contrast,	learners	attending	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	online	may	need	to	secure	a	site	for	their	clinical	practice	independently.	Frequently
Asked	Questions	(FAQs)	About	RN-to-M.S.N.	Programs	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	can	benefit	students	who	want	to	move	from	standard	RN	positions	to	more	advanced	roles	on	a	fast	timeline.	These	bridge	programs	impart	advanced	knowledge	and	expand	learners’	career	options.	An	M.S.N.	is	the	academic	credential	required	for	NP	jobs.	APRNs	also
need	M.S.N.	degrees	for	certification	and	licensure.	Yes,	RN-to-M.S.N.	programs	are	designed	for	nurses	with	A.D.N.	degrees	who	want	to	skip	earning	a	B.S.N.	and	go	directly	to	an	M.S.N.	Typically	taking	two	years,	these	accelerated	bridge	programs	can	help	you	advance	to	an	APRN,	NP,	nurse	educator	or	other	advanced	nursing	role	without	the
extra	step	of	obtaining	a	B.S.N.	before	your	graduate	program.	The	RN-to-MSN	is	an	accelerated	path	to	earning	both	your	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Nursing	(BSN)	and	Master	of	Science	in	Nursing	(MSN)	degrees.	Take	courses	online	and	choose	to	specialize	in	one	of	three	areas:	The	RN-to-MSN	combines	elements	of	the	BSN	and	MSN	programs	by
substituting	the	master's	core	courses	for	BSN	electives.	Six	credits	(two	classes)	completed	during	your	BSN	coursework	will	be	applied	to	the	master's	portion	of	the	program,	reducing	the	overall	cost	of	your	education.	Written	By:	Pattie	Trumble,	MPP,	MPH	RN	to	MSN	programs	are	gateways	for	registered	nurses	with	associate’s	degrees	who
want	to	attain	their	Master’s	of	Nursing	Science	(MSN)	degree	without	having	to	go	back	to	school	to	earn	a	Bachelor’s	of	Science	in	Nursing	(BSN).	This	track	primarily	opens	up	professional	opportunities	in	nursing	informatics,	nursing	administration,	or	nursing	education.	If	you’re	interested	in	attaining	an	advanced	practice	nursing	credential,
once	you	finish	your	MSN	through	one	of	these	programs,	you	can	easily	pursue	a	nurse	practitioner	certificate	program.	Enrolling	in	one	of	the	many	RN	to	MSN	programs	online	this	year	or	next	will	enable	you	to	save	time	and	money	in	the	long	run.	Keep	reading	if	you	want	to	learn	more	about	the	best	online	RN	to	MSN	programs.	RN	to	MSN
programs	are	specifically	designed	to	be	a	shortcut	for	RNs	with	two-year	degrees	who	want	to	earn	the	credentials	and	the	skills	necessary	to	take	their	career	to	the	next	level.	With	a	two-year	degree,	in	all	likelihood,	you	will	never	advance	beyond	floor	nursing.	A	BSN	will	give	you	some	career	flexibility	but	not	as	much	as	an	MSN.	So,	why	not	go
for	it?	There	are	two	types	of	online	RN	to	MSN	programs:	Bridge	RN	to	MSN	programs	are	designed	for	registered	nurses	who	hold	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	a	field	other	than	nursing.	These	nurses	have	already	taken	the	required	general	undergraduate	education	courses	and	may	not	have	to	repeat	them.	Traditional	RN	to	MSN	programs	are	aimed
at	nurses	who	have	graduated	from	community	colleges	or	hospital	diploma	programs.	In	addition	to	coursework	in	the	bachelor’s	and	master’s	tracks,	these	nurses	will	most	likely	need	to	earn	general	undergraduate	education	credits.	The	American	economy	has	taken	a	major	hit	during	the	coronavirus	pandemic,	but	the	demand	for	nurses	remains
high.	With	a	degree	from	one	of	the	best	RN	to	MSN	programs	online,	you’ll	be	able	to	take	better	advantage	of	the	many	opportunities	available	to	RNs	who	are	at	the	top	of	their	game.	An	MSN	degree	will	enable	you	to:	Many	nursing	jobs	associated	with	the	MSN	track	offer	six-figure	salaries,	which	is	a	considerable	bump	up	from	the	average
salary	earned	by	a	floor	nurse.	As	a	floor	nurse,	you	are	expected	to	work	every	other	weekend.	Nurses	with	MSNs	go	on	to	work	either	in	advanced	practice,	clinical	education,	or	healthcare	management,	and	these	career	tracks	commonly	adhere	to	a	40-hour	work	week.	Working	more	regular	hours	will	allow	you	to	spend	more	time	with	your
family.	In	2011,	the	incidence	of	OSHA-recordable	injuries	and	illnesses	among	hospital	workers	was	higher	than	it	was	among	construction	workers.	Nurses	who	work	on	hospital	wards	routinely	deal	with	exposure	to	infectious	disease,	back	injuries,	needle	sticks,	and	exposure	to	toxic	substances.	Even	if	you	don’t	get	injured,	though,	floor	nursing
is	a	physically	demanding	career	because	you	are	always	on	your	feet.	As	an	MSN-prepared	administrative	nurse,	you	will	be	exposed	to	fewer	potential	hazards,	and	it’s	likely	you’ll	spend	a	significant	amount	of	time	behind	a	desk.	Whether	you	decide	to	become	a	clinical	specialist,	an	administrative	healthcare	leader,	a	researcher,	an	educator,	or	a
public	health	expert,	as	an	MSN-prepared	nurse,	you’ll	have	numerous	opportunities.	The	need	for	nurses	with	administrative	training	has	never	been	higher.	An	MSN	education	will	prepare	you	to	take	on	leadership	roles	in	whatever	professional	circumstances	you	find	yourself	in	as	you	continue	your	nursing	career.	It’s	true	that	there	was	once	a
time	that	online	nursing	education	didn’t	command	the	same	respect	as	campus	education,	but	those	days	are	long	over.	RN	to	MSN	programs	online	that	have	been	accredited	either	by	the	Accreditation	Commission	for	Education	in	Nursing	(ACEN)	or	the	Commission	on	Collegiate	Nursing	Education	(CCNE)	are	in	every	way	equivalent	to	the	face-
to-face	learning	that	takes	place	in	university	classrooms.	ACEN	and	CCNE	are	programmatic	accreditation	agencies	that	are	officially	recognized	by	the	U.S.	Secretary	of	Education.	So	long	as	you	are	attending	an	ACEN-	or	CCNE-accredited	school,	you	can	be	confident	in	the	quality	of	your	MSN	education.	There	are	other	advantages	to	RN	to
MSN	online	programs	as	well.	When	you	enroll	in	a	distance	learning	program,	you	take	full	control	of	your	own	schedule.	You	can	keep	working	a	full-time	or	part-time	job,	and	you	can	continue	fulfilling	your	family	responsibilities.	If	you	have	young	children	in	the	home,	you	can	plan	your	class	and	study	time	around	their	schedules.	Online	classes
are	often	significantly	less	expensive	than	their	campus	counterparts,	and	you’ll	save	on	extras	like	transportation	costs	(including	car	maintenance),	and	room	and	board.	Your	relationships	with	your	professors	and	fellow	classmates	may	pose	more	of	a	dilemma,	however.	A	physical	classroom	offers	many	more	opportunities	to	build	rapport	with
those	around	you.	As	a	student	in	one	of	the	many	online	RN	to	MSN	programs,	you	will	have	to	be	proactive	in	taking	advantage	of	electronic	chat,	instant	messaging,	video	conferencing,	and	other	digital	communication	channels	that	are	open	to	you.	Additionally,	studying	at	your	own	pace	may	prove	to	be	a	challenge	for	students	who	aren’t	self-
starters.	If	you’re	a	procrastinator	by	nature,	you	may	be	tempted	to	postpone	lessons,	assignments,	and	studying	if	you’re	enrolled	at	an	online	school.	Most	RN	to	MSN	online	programs	typically	entail	60	to	120	credits,	which	will	take	between	30	and	48	months	to	complete.	These	discrepancies	in	length	reflects	the	fact	that	different	clinical
specialties	may	require	different	numbers	of	clinical	hours.	Additionally,	compliance	with	licensing	requirements	may	vary	from	state	to	state.	Students	who	enroll	in	the	University	of	Pittsburg’s	RN-to-MSN	nursing	informatics	or	clinical	nurse	leader	specializations,	for	example,	can	expect	to	spend	their	first	year	taking	coursework	equivalent	to
classes	they	would	take	to	earn	a	BSN.	Thereafter,	prospective	MSN	candidates	who	are	working	toward	a	nursing	informatics	specialty	must	earn	38.5	credits	while	students	specializing	in	a	clinical	nurse	leader	specialization	must	earn	42	credits.	Students	pursuing	clinical	nurse	leader,	health	system	management,	and	public	health	nursing	MSN
specialties	through	Drexel	University’s	RN	to	MSN	program	must	complete	45	credits	while	students	in	the	nursing	education	and	quality	assurance	MSN	tracks	must	complete	46	credits.	The	University	of	Central	Florida	requires	RNs	with	non-nursing	bachelor’s	degrees	to	take	nine	credits	of	classes	as	prerequisites	before	they	will	be	admitted	into
the	university’s	MSN	program.	Thereafter,	both	the	Leadership	and	Management	specialty	and	the	Nurse	Educator	specialty	can	be	completed	in	five	semesters	by	full-time	students	and	seven	semesters	by	part-time	students.	Graduate	nursing	degree	programs	are	expensive,	and	the	best	online	RN	to	MSN	programs	are	no	exception	to	that	rule.
You	can	expect	to	spend	anywhere	between	$22,070	and	$231,600	earning	your	degree.	Private	universities	tend	to	be	more	expensive	than	state-subsidized	schools,	and	many	universities	offer	discounted	tuition	to	residents	of	their	own	states	even	when	courses	are	offered	online.	Some	schools	will	also	charge	you	for	the	malpractice	insurance
you’ll	need	in	order	to	participate	in	clinical	rotations.	Ball	State	University	charges	a	tuition	rate	of	$339	per	credit	for	Indiana	residents	who	are	taking	between	1	and	11	credits	in	conjunction	with	one	of	the	university’s	RN	to	MSN	online	programs;	out-of-state	residents	must	pay	$551	per	credit.	Students	who	are	taking	12	to	18	credits	per
semester,	however,	will	be	charged	a	flat	fee	of	$4,069	on	top	of	which	Indiana	residents	will	be	charged	$25	per	credit	and	non-residents	will	be	charged	$237	per	credit.	Students	taking	more	than	18	credits	will	be	charged	the	same	flat	fee,	but	Indiana	residents	will	pay	an	additional	$339	for	each	credit	over	18	while	non-residents	will	pay	$551
for	each	credit	over	18.	The	University	of	North	Carolina	is	another	school	that	charges	state	residents	less	than	out-of-state	residents.	North	Carolina	residents	pursuing	one	of	its	RN	to	MSN	online	programs	will	pay	$20,348	their	first	year,	$29,707	their	second	year,	and	$11,745	their	third	year;	this	amount	includes	tuition,	and	insurance	and
safety	fees.	Out-of-state	students	will	spend	considerably	more:	Their	first-year	tuition	and	insurance	costs	will	amount	to	$33,642,	which	will	rise	to	$51,862	the	second	year	before	decreasing	to	$20,607	in	Year	3.	Online	RN	to	MSN	programs	follow	the	same	curriculum	guidelines	as	traditional,	campus-based	RN	to	MSN	programs.	Many	schools
allow	students	to	apply	selected	course	credits	towards	both	bachelor’s	and	master’s	degree	requirements,	reducing	the	number	of	total	credits	required.	After	all,	BSN	and	MSN	degree	programs	tend	to	have	overlapping	coursework	requirements	to	some	extent:	The	same	general	education	classes	and	introductory	nursing	courses	may	be	required
in	both	the	baccalaureate	and	master’s	level	nursing	degree	programs.	RN	to	MSN	programs	streamline	their	educational	requirements	by	eliminating	such	redundancies.	Once	general	education	and	introductory	nursing	courses	are	out	of	the	way,	the	curriculum	will	be	very	similar	to	a	standard	BSN	to	MSN	program	with	the	caveat	that	RN	to
MSN	programs	seem	to	offer	more	specialties	with	an	administrative	focus	such	as	nurse	educator	or	clinical	nursing	leader	rather	than	clinical	nurse	practitioner	options.	Some	schools	award	a	BSN	to	students	in	their	online	RN	to	MSN	programs	upon	completion	of	required	coursework	while	others	only	award	an	MSN	or	award	a	BSN	and	an	MSN
at	the	end	of	the	program.	Jacksonville	University	requires	students	on	the	RN	to	MSN	track	to	take	23	credits	of	BSN	nursing	courses	before	they	can	begin	taking	MSN	core	courses	and	specialization	courses.	Students	at	the	Western	University	of	Health	Sciences	will	take	one	full	year	(13	credits)	of	“catch-up”	classes.	On	the	other	hand,	Drexel
University’s	online	RN	to	MSN	bridge	program	only	requires	students	to	take	one	additional	course	in	genetics	and	its	application	to	the	nursing	process.	Though	admission	prerequisites	for	the	best	RN	to	MSN	programs	online	vary	by	school,	all	of	them	will	require	an	unencumbered	nursing	license,	transcripts	pertaining	to	nursing	education	and
any	other	undergraduate	education,	letters	of	recommendation,	a	cumulative	grade	point	average	of	at	least	3.0,	a	resume	and	a	personal	statement.	Many	schools	may	require	an	in-person	or	telephone	interview	as	well.	Most	schools	give	preference	to	candidates	who	have	at	least	one	year	of	professional	experience.	International	students	will	need
to	pass	the	Test	of	English	as	a	Foreign	Language	(TOEFL)	exam.	If	you	want	to	enter	one	of	the	University	of	Pittsburgh’s	RN	to	MSN	online	programs,	you	will	need	to	submit	three	letters	of	recommendation	as	well	as	proof	that	you’ve	completed	all	prerequisite	general	education	and	nursing	education	courses.	The	University	of	North	Carolina
offers	applicants	the	opportunity	to	have	their	transcripts	from	previous	schools	evaluated	to	see	if	they	have	what	it	takes	to	be	accepted	to	UNC.	Applicants	to	the	University	of	Central	Florida’s	RN	to	MSN	program	must	reside	in	one	of	the	34	Nursing	Licensure	Compact	(NLC)	states.	When	you	invest	in	an	RN	to	MSN	program,	the	returns	on	your
investment	are	likely	to	be	great,	but	the	upfront	investment	itself	will	be	sizeable.	It’s	important	to	start	planning	your	budget	before	you	start	applying	to	schools.	One	of	the	advantages	to	enrolling	in	an	online	program	is	that	you	can	continue	working	while	you	are	studying	for	your	degree.	Some	employers	will	even	help	subsidize	their	employees’
educations	in	exchange	for	a	promise	to	continue	working	for	a	set	amount	of	time	after	you	graduate.	The	federal	government	gives	out	needs-based	grants	and	loans	on	the	basis	of	the	information	contained	in	the	Free	Application	for	Federal	Student	Aid	(FAFSA)	form.	Some	states	also	use	the	FAFSA	to	determine	financial	aid,	so	make	sure	you
submit	the	form	before	its	deadline.	Additionally,	you	may	qualify	to	receive	a	stipend	as	a	teaching	or	research	assistant	at	the	school	you’re	accepted	at;	in	fact,	some	schools	even	make	loans	available	to	students.	In	a	pinch,	you	can	also	apply	to	private	financial	institutions	for	loans	although	they	typically	charge	higher	interest	than	government
and	academic	loans.	An	RN	to	MSN	program	offers	the	most	convenient	way	for	a	registered	nurse	to	qualify	for	professional	roles	like	nurse	informaticist,	nurse	educator,	or	nurse	manager.	Here	are	some	tips	to	help	guide	you	as	you	apply	to	the	best	RN	to	MSN	programs	online.	Applying	to	an	RN	to	MSN	program	is	a	complicated	process.	Make
sure	that	all	your	prerequisite	classes	have	been	taken	within	the	past	five	years;	if	not,	you	may	need	to	retake	them	before	you	apply.	Keep	track	of	the	forms	you’ll	have	to	submit	as	part	of	your	application,	and	make	sure	they’re	in	by	the	deadline.	There	are	doubtless	many	schools	that	can	provide	you	with	the	education	you’re	seeking,	but	do
they	also	meet	your	goals	in	terms	of	cost,	course	schedules,	and	overall	program	reputation?	Remember	that	most	schools	require	a	fee	with	your	application,	so	applying	to	schools	that	don’t	fit	your	needs	can	get	very	expensive.	Your	program’s	website	should	list	all	faculty	members,	their	education,	their	credentials,	and	their	professional
experience.	Since	successful	online	teaching	differs	in	many	respects	from	face-to-face	teaching,	make	sure	your	instructors	have	prior	distance	teaching	experience	as	well.	Passing	rates	are	the	true	test	of	how	effective	any	RN	to	MSN	program	is.	It	speaks	to	how	well	instructors	and	class	curricula	are	able	to	prepare	students.	Passing	rates	for
both	first-time	and	repeat	test	takers	should	be	displayed	on	your	prospective	school’s	website.	If	they	aren’t,	that’s	a	red	flag.	Competition	for	spots	in	one	of	the	best	online	RN	to	MSN	programs	can	be	fierce.	Once	those	spots	are	filled,	admissions	are	closed.	If	you	want	to	optimize	your	chances	of	acceptance,	hand	your	application	in	early.	Your
references	should	be	professional	contacts	who	can	speak	to	your	skills	set	and	your	character.	Make	sure	to	contact	potential	references	beforehand	to	guarantee	they’re	able	to	provide	you	with	a	strong,	positive	referral.	Send	them	a	thank	you	note	afterwards	and	update	them	on	whether	or	not	you	were	accepted	into	the	program	they
recommended	you	for.	Your	grade	point	average	and	test	scores	are	important	data	but	they	won’t	give	the	admissions	committee	any	real	insight	into	your	individual	strengths.	Your	personal	statement	is	your	opportunity	to	showcase	your	personality	and	your	commitment	to	your	goals.	Take	time	crafting	it.	Most	RN	to	MSN	online	programs	require
a	successful	interview	as	part	of	the	admissions	process.	Make	sure	you	know	how	to	make	a	great	first	impression.	Whereas	campus-based	programs	typically	wait	for	the	end	of	a	semester	to	enroll	new	students,	online	schools	often	offer	multiple	start	dates	per	year	and	accept	students	into	these	classes	on	a	first-come-first-serve	basis.	Some
starting	dates	are	more	popular	than	others,	so	you	can	raise	your	chances	of	acceptance	by	applying	for	a	spot	during	a	less	competitive	cycle.	Familiarize	yourself	with	online	research	tools	like	your	school’s	library	and	databases.	That	way	you	can	hit	the	ground	running	when	you	start	taking	classes.	(Based	on	our	ranking	methodology,	the
following	are	the	50	best	accredited	online	RN	to	MSN	programs	in	the	nation	for	the	year	2025.)	Adult	Gerontology	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Adult	Gerontology	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Neonatal	Nurse	Practitioner,	Pediatric	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Pediatric	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,
Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	and	Women’s	Health	Nurse	Practitioner	As	a	registered	nurse,	if	you	are	aspiring	a	career	advancement,	then	what	better	than	entering	the	advanced	practice	field	as	a	certified	NP.	Well,	to	help	you	achieve	this	goal,	Duke	University	offers	some	of	the	best	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	NC.	Here	with
multiple	RN-to-MSN	NP	program	options,	you	can	take	your	career	as	an	RN	straight	to	the	NP	level.	Based	on	your	interests,	you	can	specialize	in	either	adult-gerontology	care,	family	health,	neonatal	care,	pediatrics,	mental	health,	or	women’s	health.	Regardless	of	the	RN-to-MSN	program	you	enroll	in,	you’ll	require	completing	seven	MSN	core
courses,	eight	NP-specific	courses,	and	three	NP-intensive	courses.	Graduation	requires	the	completion	of	around	48	credits	and	728	clinical	hours.	To	qualify	for	Duke’s	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	programs,	regardless	of	the	NP	specialization,	you’ll	need	to	have	an	active	RN	license	and	an	accredited	non-bachelor’s	degree.	Your	GPA	must	be	at	least
3.0.	Besides,	the	school	requires	you	to	submit	your	transcripts,	recommendation	letters,	and	a	personal	statement	to	fulfill	the	admission	requirements.	•	The	nursing	school	has	been	recognized	among	the	best	in	the	nation	according	to	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	Duke	has	been	imparting	excellent	quality	online	training	for	the	past	20	years.
Over	the	years,	the	college	has	continuously	refined	its	online	teaching	pedagogy	to	offer	RN	to	MSN	students	a	satisfying	learning	experience.	•	Here,	you’ll	learn	under	the	mentorship	of	expert	faculty	members	who	are	leading	in	their	respective	fields.	•	Because	Duke	maintains	partnerships	with	clinical	affiliates	across	the	nation,	no	matter
where	you	are	located,	you’ll	be	able	to	find	a	suitable	site	to	complete	your	clinical	training.	Nursing	and	Health	Care	Administrator,	Nurse	Educator,	Acute	Care	Adult-Gerontology	Nurse	Practitioner,	Adult-Gerontology	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	and	Psychiatric/Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner	If	you	are	searching
for	affordable	accredited	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	MS,	then	you	must	check	out	University	of	Mississippi	Medical	Center’s	RN-to-MSN	programs.	With	an	affordable	tuition	cost	and	flexible	online	classes,	you’ll	be	able	to	achieve	your	goals	in	your	preferred	field	of	advanced	nursing.	Here,	based	on	where	you	find	your	calling,	you	can	choose
from	nursing	administration,	nursing	education,	adult-gerontology	care,	family	health,	or	psychiatric	mental	health.	Through	these	programs,	though	you’ll	complete	both,	BSN	and	MSN	courses,	you	will	be	conferred	only	the	MSN	degree.	If	you	choose	any	of	the	NP	specializations,	you’ll	require	completing	around	61	credits	in	BSN,	MSN	core,	and
NP-specific	courses.	The	common	baccalaureate	and	masters’	courses	teach	you	concepts	in	nursing	research	&	design,	health	assessment,	healthcare	leadership,	pathophysiology,	health	promotion,	and	pharmacotherapeutics.	Also,	you’ll	gain	knowledge	in	health	informatics,	healthcare	quality	improvement,	health	policy,	and	finance	&	leadership	in
healthcare.	Thereafter,	the	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	continue	with	NP-specific	courses.	The	RN	to	MSN	program,	leading	to	certification	as	a	nurse	administrator	comprises	a	total	of	53	credits.	The	program	mainly	focuses	on	healthcare	leadership	&	collaboration.	On	the	other	hand,	the	nurse	education	program,	consisting	of	54	credits	trains
you	in	teaching	methods,	curriculum	development,	and	educational	technology.	To	qualify	for	admission,	your	associate	degree	must	be	from	an	accredited	school	and	your	GPA	must	be	at	least	3.0.	Also,	the	school	requires	you	to	have	completed	pre-requisite	courses	with	a	minimum	grade	of	C.	Additionally,	you	must	have	at	least	one	year	of	nursing
experience.	•	Out	of	all	the	online	RN-to-MSN	schools	in	MS,	this	school	stands	out	for	offering	you	an	enriching	interdisciplinary	learning	environment.	This	is	because	the	nursing	school	is	housed	in	a	medical	center,	the	state’s	only	academic	health	sciences	center.	Further,	access	to	four	major	hospitals	not	only	adds	to	the	learning	experiences	but
also	opens	up	a	huge	plethora	of	resources.	•	University	of	Mississippi	Medical	Center	is	internationally	renowned	as	a	Center	of	Excellence.	•	The	school	is	affiliated	with	the	Cochrane	US	organization,	a	network	that	works	towards	evidence-based	healthcare	practice.	This	is	a	good	indicator	of	evidence-based	practice	principles	being	incorporated
into	every	aspect	of	your	RN	to	MSN	training.	•	The	nursing	school	manages	several	clinics	throughout	the	state	where	students	are	provided	service-learning	opportunities.	As	an	RN	to	MSN	student,	you	can	participate	and	learn	while	you	serve	the	health	needs	of	the	community.	Adult-Gerontology	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Adult-
Gerontology	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Neonatal	Nurse	Practitioner,	Pediatric	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Pediatric	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	Nurse	Midwifery,	Nursing	Education,	and	Nursing	Leadership	Are	you	a	registered	nurse	who	has	a	bachelor’s	degree
in	a	non-nursing	field?	Do	you	wish	to	climb	the	career	ladder	rather	quickly?	If	you’ve	answered	yes	to	both	these	questions	then	enrolling	in	Stony	Brook	University’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	can	be	a	great	idea.	Here,	the	RN-to-MSN	programs	lead	to	certification	either	as	a	nurse-midwife,	nurse	leader,	nurse	educator,	or	nurse	practitioner,
depending	on	the	program	you	choose.	To	become	an	NP,	the	college	offers	several	options,	including	adult	gerontology,	family	health,	neonatal	care,	pediatrics,	and	psychiatric	mental	health.	To	graduate	from	any	of	the	RN-to-MSN	NP	programs,	you’ll	require	completing	credits	anywhere	close	to	45	credits.	Similarly,	the	RN-to-MSN	Nurse
Midwifery	program	also	comprises	45	credits,	whereas	if	you	opt	for	the	nursing	leadership	program,	you	will	require	completing	36	credits.	On	the	other	hand,	the	nursing	education	program	consists	of	courses	worth	45	credits.	All	these	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	require	you	to	first	complete	bridge	courses	before	starting	with	the	graduate-level
courses.	To	gain	admission	into	either	one	of	the	RN-to-MSN	programs,	you	must	have	an	active	RN	license.	Besides,	you	must	possess	an	accredited	bachelor’s	in	a	non-nursing	field	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Also,	the	school	prefers	that	you	have	at	least	one	year	of	relevant	work	experience.	Additionally,	to	fulfill	the	admission	requirements,	you
must	submit	three	letters	of	recommendation	and	your	unofficial	transcripts.	•	The	nursing	school	has	a	rich	history	of	more	than	50	years	of	training	competent	professionals.	•	Students	from	the	military	background	can	expect	financial	benefits	to	make	their	education	affordable.	•	The	nursing	school	ranks	among	the	best	in	the	nation	as	per	the
U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	The	school’s	several	clinical	partners	across	the	state	and	throughout	the	nation	make	it	easy	to	secure	a	site	and	preceptor	for	your	clinical	training.	Clinical	Nurse	Leader,	Executive	Nurse	Leader,	and	Nurse	Educator	University	of	Texas	Medical	Branch’s	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	offer	you	an	option	for	dual
enrollment	wherein	you	first	enter	the	RN-to-BSN	pathway	and	immediately	continue	into	one	of	the	online	MSN	programs.	The	MSN	is	offered	in	combination	with	three	specialties	including	Clinical	Nurse	Leader,	Executive	Nurse	Leader,	and	Nurse	Educator.	To	start	with,	you’ll	complete	10	courses	of	the	RN	to	BSN	curriculum	which	is	common,
regardless	of	the	MSN	specialization	you	choose.	Thereafter	you	continue	with	the	program	to	complete	the	remaining	16	courses,	after	which	you’ll	earn	your	MSN	and	the	eligibility	to	take	the	certification	exam	within	your	chosen	area	of	focus.	Out	of	the	total	62	credits	that	comprise	your	RN-BSN-MSN	coursework,	you	may	receive	credit	of	up	to
12	credits	for	any	graduate-level	courses	you	have	completed	in	your	undergraduate	nursing	education.	Some	of	the	topics	you	gain	expertise	on	include,	evidence-based	nursing	practice,	pathophysiology,	pharmacology,	informatics	&	quality	improvement,	advanced	health	assessment,	and	healthcare	economics	&	finance.	To	qualify	for	admission,
you	must	have	an	active	RN	license.	Also,	you	must	have	completed	either	an	accredited	ADN	or	a	nursing	diploma	with	a	GPA	of	at	least	2.5.	Besides,	you	must	have	completed	a	minimum	of	one	year	of	nursing	experience.	•	Here,	the	small-sized	classes	allow	for	close-knit	interactions	with	peers	and	faculty.	•	University	of	Texas	Medical	Branch’s
faculty	is	highly	experienced	and	committed	to	helping	you	achieve	a	positive	academic	outcome.	•	The	college’s	wide	network	of	clinical	partners	allows	you	to	complete	the	clinical	training	within	your	geographical	location.	•	As	an	online	RN-to-MSN	graduate,	you	will	join	the	large	family	of	more	than	14,000	nursing	graduates	that	are	serving
across	the	nation.	Leadership	in	Health	Systems	Management,	Nursing	Education,	Public	Health	Nursing,	and	Quality,	Safety,	&	Risk	Management	in	Healthcare	If	you	want	to	accelerate	your	nursing	career,	then	enrolling	in	one	of	the	best	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	in	the	nation	should	be	a	prudent	next	step.	Drexel	University	offers	excellent
options	that	can	be	a	great	stepping	stone	to	a	fulfilling	career	in	an	advanced	nursing	field.	Through	its	online	RN-to-MSN	programs,	you	will	complete	BSN	as	well	as	MSN	courses,	however,	you	will	earn	only	an	MSN	degree.	Upon	enrollment	into	these	programs,	you’ll	first	complete	the	MSN	bridge	courses	after	which	you’ll	continue	to	take	the
MSN	and	advanced	nursing	courses.	Drexel’s	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	programs	offer	specialization	options,	including	leadership	in	health	systems	management,	nursing	education,	public	health	nursing,	and	quality,	safety,	&	risk	management	in	healthcare.	Regardless	of	the	specialization	you	choose,	you’ll	be	able	to	graduate	within	two	to	three
years.	Suppose	you	are	unsure	of	your	area	of	focus	at	the	time	of	enrollment,	you	can	instead	take	five	MSN	core	courses	and	then	select	your	specialization.	To	graduate,	you	must	complete	anywhere	close	to	51	credits.	To	gain	admission	into	any	of	Drexel’s	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	programs,	you	must	have	a	current	RN	license	in	your	state	of
practice.	Also,	your	ADN	or	nursing	diploma	must	be	from	an	accredited	school.	•	Drexel	allows	you	to	lock	your	tuition	fee	for	up	to	three	years,	so	if	you	graduate	within	this	timeline,	you’ll	be	paying	the	same	costs	from	the	beginning	until	you	graduate.	•	Drexel’s	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	rank	among	the	best	online	MSN	programs	in	the	nation
as	per	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	The	school’s	online	platform	is	highly	interactive	and	offers	an	engaging	learning	experience.	Further,	with	an	experienced	faculty,	you’ll	be	mentored	to	provide	patient-centric	care	in	a	dynamic	healthcare	environment.	Little	wonder,	that	Drexel’s	online	RN	to	MSN	graduates	stand	out	in	the	job	market.	•
Drexel	offers	enriching	study	abroad	opportunities	to	enhance	your	virtual	learning	experience,	thereby	preparing	you	to	offer	nursing	care	in	a	global	environment.	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Nurse	Administrator,	and	Nurse	Educator	Whether	you	find	your	calling	in	primary	care,	or	are	inclined	towards	playing	non-clinical	roles	of	a	nurse
administrator	or	nursing	educator,	at	Ball	State,	you	can	transition	to	your	desired	role	straight	after	completing	your	RN	education.	Among	the	well-known	accredited	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	the	nation,	here,	you	have	three	fields	to	choose	from,	family	health,	nursing	administration,	and	nursing	education.	The	programs,	regardless	of	the
specialization,	comprise	courses	in	research	core,	nursing	core,	and	specialization-specific	courses.	Also,	you’ll	take	bridge	courses	before	starting	with	the	MSN	curriculum.	Graduation	requires	you	to	complete	credits	anywhere	from	36	to	47,	depending	on	your	chosen	advanced	nursing	role.	These	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	are	open	to
registered	nurses	who	have	an	associate's	and	a	non-nursing	bachelor's	degree.	Besides,	your	GPA	must	be	at	least	3.0.	In	addition,	the	school	requires	you	to	submit	three	recommendation	letters	and	all	your	transcripts.	•	Ball	State	implements	the	‘Quality	Matters’	plan.	Therefore	you	can	be	assured	of	receiving	high-quality	online	education.	•	The
U.S.	News	&	World	Report	recognizes	Ball	State’s	online	RN-to-MSN	education	as	one	of	the	best	in	the	nation.	•	The	school	is	a	designated	NLN	Center	of	Excellence.	•	You	will	be	mentored	by	an	expert	faculty	that	comprises	scholars	and	researchers.	•	Ball	State	boasts	of	an	excellent	pass	rate	on	the	national	certification	exams.	Nursing
Education,	Executive	Leadership,	and	Family	Nurse	Practitioner	The	University	of	Memphis’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	prepare	you	for	three	highly	rewarding	careers,	including	nursing	education,	executive	leadership,	and	family	health,	based	on	the	path	you	choose.	The	nursing	education	program	trains	you	for	teaching	roles	and	requires
completing	31	credits.	Whereas	the	executive	leadership	program,	a	37-credit	curriculum	prepares	you	for	healthcare	leadership	and	management.	On	the	other	hand,	the	family	nurse	practitioner	program	is	46-credit	coursework	that	trains	you	with	evidence-based	skills	to	provide	primary	care	to	individuals	and	families	of	all	age	groups.	The
nursing	education	program	focuses	on	curriculum	design	&	education	theory	and	evaluation	methods	in	nursing	education.	The	executive	leadership	coursework	teaches	you	healthcare	finance,	financial	management	&	resource	allocation,	accountability,	and	advocacy	&	ethics.	On	the	other	hand,	the	FNP	program	comprises	courses	in	advanced
primary	care,	health	promotion,	disease	prevention,	and	evidence-based	practice.	These	programs	are	open	to	registered	nurses	with	an	associate	in	nursing	or	a	diploma.	To	qualify,	your	minimum	GPA	should	be	2.5.	Also,	you	must	have	completed	pre-requisite	courses	in	anatomy	&	physiology,	microbiology,	and	psychology.	•	The	school	boasts	a
75%	graduation	rate.	This	is	a	good	indicator	of	most	of	its	students	achieving	a	positive	academic	outcome.	•	University	of	Memphis’s	RN-to-MSN	pathway	is	ranked	among	the	best	in	the	nation	as	per	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	The	school	actively	gets	involved	in	several	research	projects,	including	health	policy,	health	promotion,	oncology
health,	cardiovascular	health,	palliative	care,	and	education	research.	As	an	online	RN-to-MSN	student,	you	can	get	involved	and	gain	insightful	learnings.	Health	Services	Leadership	&	Management,	Nursing	Informatics,	and	Community/Public	Health	Nursing	University	of	Maryland’s	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	are	one	of	the	quickest	routes	to
becoming	a	masters-prepared	nurse	leader.	With	these	programs,	although	you’ll	combine	the	undergraduate	and	graduate	coursework,	you’ll	still	be	earning	two	degrees,	a	BSN	and	an	MSN.	The	programs	allow	you	to	substitute	six	credits	of	BSN	courses	with	the	MSN	coursework,	thereby	saving	on	time	and	costs.	Here,	you	can	choose	from	three
specialization	areas;	community/public	health	nursing,	health	services	leadership	&	management,	and	nursing	informatics.	To	graduate,	you’ll	require	to	complete	69	to	71	credits.	Most	students	graduate	within	two	years.	The	leadership	program	prepares	you	to	lead	in	a	dynamic	healthcare	environment.	Whereas	the	community	public	health
program	prepares	you	to	solve	issues	of	healthcare.	On	the	other	hand,	the	nursing	informatics	program	emphasizes	the	implementation	of	information	technology.	Based	on	your	convenience,	you	can	complete	either	of	these	programs	on	a	part-time	or	full-time	basis.	Regardless	of	the	schedule,	you	enroll	in,	you	must	complete	all	the	courses	within
a	maximum	of	six	years.	To	be	considered	for	either	of	these	programs,	you	must	have	an	ADN	or	a	nursing	diploma	and	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	another	field.	Your	GPA	must	be	a	minimum	of	2.5.	Also,	you	must	submit	one	recommendation	letter,	a	personal	statement,	a	resume,	and	all	your	official	transcripts.	•	University	of	Maryland’s	online	RN-to-
MSN	degree	programs	rank	among	the	best	online	graduate	programs	in	the	nation	as	per	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	To	help	you	offset	the	costs	of	your	education,	the	University	of	Maryland	offers	several	scholarships	and	financial	aid	opportunities.	You’ll	be	able	to	access	merit-based	scholarships,	federal	financial	aid,	and	graduate
assistantships.	•	The	nursing	school	has	a	rich	history	of	more	than	130	years	of	training	nurses	through	excellence	in	education	&	innovation	in	research.	•	In	addition	to	28	simulation	labs,	the	University	of	Maryland	has	more	than	400	clinical	affiliates.	Therefore	when	it	comes	to	clinical	training,	you’ll	receive	plenty	of	practice	experiences	before
you	transition	to	the	workplace.	Family	Nurse	Practitioner	If	you	are	keen	on	earning	both,	a	BSN	as	well	as	an	MSN,	then	the	University	of	Texas	at	Arlington’s	RN-to-MSN	online	degree	program	can	be	a	great	option.	Here,	within	42	months,	you	can	earn	two	degrees	and	also	gain	specialized	skills	in	primary	care.	The	program	requires	you	to
complete	78	credits	in	RN	to	BSN,	MSN,	and	FNP	courses.	The	RN	to	BSN	courses	strengthen	your	knowledge	in	holistic	health	assessment,	nursing	research,	nursing	leadership	&	management,	and	health	policy	&	legal	aspects	of	professional	nursing.	The	MSN-FNP	courses	teach	you	concepts	in	advanced	pathophysiology,	pharmacology,	health
assessment,	and	evidence-based	practice.	Upon	graduation,	you	will	be	eligible	to	take	the	FNP	certification	exam.	The	potential	applicant	must	have	an	active	and	unencumbered	RN	license	and	an	accredited	ADN	or	diploma.	Besides,	your	GPA	must	be	at	least	3.0.	Also,	the	school	requires	you	to	have	at	least	two	years	of	work	experience	as	a
nurse.	To	complete	your	online	application,	you	must	submit	your	official	transcripts.	•	At	the	University	of	Texas	at	Arlington,	you’ll	be	able	to	lock	in	your	tuition	rate.	So,	you’ll	be	paying	the	same	rate	from	the	beginning	to	the	end,	provided	you	graduate	within	the	prescribed	timeline	and	you	stay	continuously	enrolled	in	the	program.	•	This
school	is	proudly	one	of	the	largest	public	nursing	schools	in	the	country.	•	The	online	RN-to-MSN	program	comes	with	multiple	start	dates,	so	you	can	start	your	training	when	you	are	up	for	it.	•	The	University	of	Texas	at	Arlington	School	of	Nursing	boasts	of	high	pass	rates	on	the	FNP	certification	exam,	indicating	the	excellent	performance	of	its
graduates.	Nurse	Practitioner	(Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Adult-Gerontology	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Adult-Gerontology	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Adult-Gerontology	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner	with	Registered	Nurse	First	Assist	(RNFA),	Psychiatric/Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	Pediatric	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,
Pediatric	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Neonatal	Nurse	Practitioner,	&	Women’s	Health	Care	Nurse	Practitioner)	and	Nursing	Health	Systems	Leadership	(Nurse	Educator,	Nurse	Management	of	Care	Transitions,	Nursing	Health	Systems	Administration,	&	Nursing	Informatics)	The	University	of	Alabama	at	Birmingham	offers	a	wide	range	of	career
paths	through	its	accredited	online	RN-to-MSN	programs.	Through	any	of	these	programs,	you	will	be	able	to	earn	an	MSN	and	the	eligibility	to	take	the	certification	exam	within	your	chosen	area	of	focus.	Here,	there	are	several	NP	specializations	to	choose	from	in	addition	to	four	non-clinical	roles	of	nursing	education,	nursing	management,	nursing
administration,	and	nursing	informatics.	The	RN-to-MSN	NP	programs	train	you	with	specialized	skills	in	family	health,	adult	gerontology	care,	psychiatric	mental	health,	pediatrics,	neonatal	care,	or	women’s	health,	based	on	the	specialization	you	choose.	Regardless	of	the	RN-to-MSN	program	you	choose,	you	will	first	complete	11	credits	of	bridge
courses	before	starting	with	the	MSN	and	specialization-specific	coursework.	Most	students	complete	the	RN	to	MSN	coursework	within	two	years	of	full-time	study.	If	you	enroll	in	any	of	the	RN-to-MSN	NP	programs,	you’ll	require	completing	around	45	credits	in	MSN	and	specialization-specific	courses.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you	choose	any	of	the
non-clinical	programs	you	require	completing	around	38	credits.	To	be	eligible	for	any	of	UAB’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs,	you	must	have	an	accredited	associate's	degree	and	a	bachelor's	in	another	field.	Also,	you	must	have	an	active	and	unencumbered	RN	license	in	the	state	you	intend	to	practice.	Besides,	the	school	requires	you	to	have	an
undergraduate	GPA	of	3.0.	To	fulfill	the	admission	requirements,	you	must	submit	three	recommendation	letters	and	your	official	transcript.	•	Most	of	the	school’s	RN-to-MSN	NP	programs	rank	among	the	best	in	the	nation	as	per	the	U.S	News	&	World	Report.	Further,	the	leadership	program	is	also	recognized	by	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report	for
the	strong	leaders	it	produces.	•	Because	of	the	vast	network	of	more	than	5000	clinical	affiliates	that	the	University	of	Alabama	at	Birmingham	maintains,	you	will	find	it	rather	easy	to	secure	a	clinical	site	and	preceptor	for	your	practicum.	•	The	school	offers	several	funding	options	to	reduce	the	cost	of	your	RN-to-MSN	education.	So,	you	can	avail
of	scholarships,	a	fellowship,	a	traineeship,	or	a	nurse	faculty	loan,	based	on	your	eligibility	and	financial	needs.	•	The	University	of	Alabama	at	Birmingham’s	small-sized	classes	offer	ample	opportunities	to	closely	interact	with	faculty	and	peers.	You’ll	be	well	supported	throughout	your	journey,	be	it	the	individualized	attention	or	through	other
support	services	such	as	the	Writing	Center,	tutoring,	and	many	more.	Nursing	Education,	Clinical	Nurse	Leader,	Leadership	in	Health	Care	Systems,	Adult-Gerontology	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Adult-Gerontology	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Family	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	and	Pediatric
Nurse	Practitioner	As	more	and	more	employers	are	hiring	masters-prepared	nurses,	it	is	prudent	for	ADN-registered	nurses	to	advance	their	careers	by	obtaining	an	MSN.	By	enrolling	in	one	of	the	best	accredited	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	you	will	be	able	to	gain	high-quality	education	without	putting	a	hold	on	your	current	life.	The	University	of
Rochester	offers	one	such	pathway	with	several	specialization	options.	Through	flexible	coursework,	the	school	trains	you	in	several	areas	of	advanced	nursing,	including,	nursing	education,	clinical	nurse	leader,	leadership	in	health	care	systems,	and	a	variety	of	nurse	practitioner	roles.	Regardless	of	the	specialization,	upon	completion	of	your	online
RN-to-MSN	education,	you	will	earn	two	degrees,	a	BSN	and	an	MSN.	To	graduate,	you	will	require	two	to	three	years	of	part-time	study.	However,	the	exact	duration	will	depend	on	the	number	of	courses	you	take	each	semester.	If	you	choose	any	of	the	NP	programs,	you’ll	require	competing	around	45	to	55	credits,	based	on	your	chosen	population
focus.	Also,	you’ll	need	to	complete	around	600	to	700	clinical	hours.	On	the	other	hand,	the	nursing	education	program	comprises	36	credits,	whereas	the	clinical	nurse	leader	specialization	requires	you	to	complete	37	credits.	If	you	enroll	in	the	leadership	in	health	care	systems	program,	you’ll	need	to	earn	31	credits	to	earn	your	degree.	The	school
follows	a	holistic	admission	process	wherein	all	aspects	of	your	application	will	be	reviewed	by	the	admission	committee.	To	qualify,	you	must	have	an	ADN	or	diploma	in	nursing	from	an	accredited	school	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Besides,	your	RN	license	must	be	valid	in	New	York	State.	In	addition,	the	school	requires	you	to	have	at	least	one
year	of	work	experience	as	a	registered	nurse.	•	The	University	of	Rochester	offers	tuition	discounts	to	its	employees	and	its	affiliate	organizations.	•	The	school’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	rank	among	the	best	in	the	nation	as	per	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	The	school	ranks	among	the	top	recipients	of	research	funding	from	the	NIH.	With
research	in	several	areas	including	HIV,	sexual	health,	aging,	cancer,	and	palliative	care,	you	can	explore	a	variety	of	learning	possibilities.	•	Because	the	nursing	school	embraces	students	from	diverse	cultural	backgrounds,	you’ll	be	able	to	greatly	enhance	cultural	competence	and	sensitivity.	Clinical	Systems	Leadership	If	you	are	keen	on	enrolling
in	one	of	the	best	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	the	nation,	then	the	University	of	Arizona’s	RN-to-MSN	program	can	be	a	befitting	choice.	The	program	is	offered	online	and	leads	to	certification	as	a	clinical	systems	leader.	To	graduate,	you	will	require	completing	a	total	of	eleven	courses.	The	program	trains	you	in	several	concepts,	including	the
foundations	of	systems	leadership,	evidence-based	practice,	health	promotion	&	risk	reduction,	population	health,	and	healthcare	informatics.	Also,	you’ll	learn	about	healthcare	business	dynamics,	leadership	for	patient-centered	care,	healing	environments,	and	quality	&	safety	management.	Finally,	your	training	ends	with	a	16-week	capstone
project.	To	be	eligible	for	this	online	RN-to-MSN	program,	you	must	have	an	associate's	or	diploma	in	nursing	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Also,	your	RN	license	must	be	current	and	active	in	your	state	of	practice.	The	school	also	requires	you	to	have	completed	a	college-level	statistics	course	in	the	last	five	years.	•	The	online	RN-to-MSN	program	is
among	the	best	ranking	in	the	nation	and	#1	in	the	state	as	per	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	The	University	of	Arizona	offers	solid	support	in	terms	of	academic	advising,	writing	coaching,	and	academic	success	coaching.	•	The	school	offers	one	of	the	most	affordable	tuition	rates	in	the	state.	Advanced	Population	Health,	Executive	Nurse
Leadership,	Nursing	Education,	Nursing	Informatics,	Adult	Gerontology	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	and	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner	To	take	your	nursing	career	to	the	next	level,	Nova	Southeastern	University’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	offer	several	specialization	options.	Based	on	your	interests,
you	can	specialize	in	advanced	population	health,	executive	nurse	leadership,	nursing	education,	nursing	informatics,	adult	gerontology	acute	care,	family	health,	or	psychiatric	mental	health.	To	graduate,	you’ll	require	to	complete	credits	ranging	from	36	to	51,	based	on	the	specialization	you	choose.	Regardless	of	the	specialization,	most	students
graduate	within	seven	semesters.	To	qualify	for	admission	into	your	chosen	online	RN-to-MSN	program,	you’ll	need	to	have	an	accredited	BA	or	BS	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Besides,	you’ll	need	to	have	an	RN	license	which	is	current	and	active	in	the	U.S.	In	addition,	you	must	submit	a	resume	and	official	transcripts.	•	The	school	offers	some	of	the
best	online	MSN	programs	in	the	nation	as	per	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	In	addition	to	affordable	tuition	costs,	the	school	offers	several	financial	aid	and	scholarship	opportunities.	•	The	school	maintains	strong	ties	with	prominent	hospitals	and	health	centers.	Therefore,	you	will	be	able	to	explore	a	variety	of	clinical	opportunities	to	hone
your	professional	skills.	Nursing	Education	and	Family	Nurse	Practitioner	If	you	can	earn	two	degrees,	a	BSN	and	an	MSN	within	a	short	time,	why	wouldn’t	you	do	it?	Well,	if	you	are	an	RN	who	is	ready	for	the	next	step,	then	enrolling	in	SUNY	Polytechnic	Institute’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	can	be	a	great	idea.	Here,	you	can	enter	either	the
nursing	education	or	family	health	program,	based	on	where	you	find	your	calling.	Because	both	programs	are	offered	at	a	fast	pace,	you	will	complete	the	coursework	only	on	a	full-time	basis.	The	nursing	education	program	trains	you	in	curriculum	development,	instructional	design,	measurement	&	assessment	in	nursing.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you
opt	for	the	family	nurse	practitioner	program,	you’ll	learn	about	clinical	pharmacology,	nursing	research	methods,	comprehensive	health	assessment,	public	health	nursing,	and	family	primary	health	care.	Both	programs	include	electives	and	a	culminating	experience.	To	be	considered	for	any	of	these	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	you	must	have	an
accredited	associate	degree	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.2.	Also,	your	RN	license	must	be	active	in	New	York	State.	Besides,	the	school	requires	you	to	have	completed	at	least	2000	hours	of	nursing	work	experience.	•	The	school’s	small-sized	classes	open	up	doors	to	close	connections	and	networking	with	peers	and	faculty.	•	SUNY	Polytechnic
Institute’s	faculty	comprises	experts	who	bring	their	vast	knowledge	to	the	virtual	classroom.	•	Promising	nursing	students	can	gain	membership	into	Sigma	Theta	Tau	International	Iota	Delta	Chapter	218	which	is	a	platform	to	enhance	professional	development	and	leadership	qualities.	Nursing	Education,	Healthcare	Systems	Leadership,	and
Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner	Among	the	well-known	accredited	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	Illinois	is	Lewis	University’s	MSN	pathway.	To	expand	your	nursing	knowledge,	the	school	offers	three	areas	of	focus,	including	nursing	education,	healthcare	systems	leadership	&	psychiatric	mental	health	care.	Nursing	education	is	ideal
for	students	with	a	passion	for	teaching.	This	program	comprises	40	credits	and	focuses	on	education	theory,	curriculum	development	&	evaluation,	and	teaching	methodology.	On	the	other	hand,	the	36-credit	leadership	program	emphasizes	leadership	strategies,	dynamics	of	healthcare	organizations,	financial	management,	and	evidence-based
performance	in	healthcare.	The	psychiatric	mental	health	program	is	49-credit	coursework	that	trains	you	in	advanced	psychiatric	mental	health	practice	for	patients	across	the	lifespan.	To	qualify	for	any	of	Lewis’s	RN-to-MSN	online	degree	programs,	you	must	foremost	have	an	ADN	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Additionally,	the	school	requires	you
to	submit	a	resume,	official	transcripts,	two	recommendation	letters,	and	a	personal	statement.	Also,	you	must	complete	a	course	in	statistics	with	a	minimum	grade	of	B.	•	Lewis	University	has	played	a	significant	role	in	the	state’s	healthcare	by	producing	competent	nurses	for	more	than	40	years.	•	With	an	extensive	network	of	community
healthcare	centers	in	Chicago	and	across	the	state,	the	school	provides	students	with	diverse	clinical	experiences	to	face	the	real-world	challenges	of	patient	care.	•	Being	a	military-friendly	school,	if	you	are	from	a	defense	background,	then	you	can	expect	to	receive	several	benefits.	•	Lewis	University	offers	affordable	tuition	costs.	In	addition,	you
will	be	able	to	apply	for	funding	options,	including,	employer	tuition	assistance,	alumni	scholarship,	and	discounts	for	members	of	the	Illinois	Organization	of	Nurse	Leaders.	Adult	Gerontology	-	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Adult	Gerontology	-	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Pediatric	Nurse	Practitioner,	Psychiatric
Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	and	Women’s	Health	Nurse	Practitioner	Regis	College	offers	one	of	the	best	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	MA.	Here,	based	on	your	interests,	you	can	choose	either	adult-gerontology	care,	family	health,	pediatrics,	psychiatric	mental	health,	or	women’s	health.	Regardless	of	the	RN-to-MSN	NP	program	you	enter,
you	will	require	completing	credits	ranging	from	46	to	61,	based	on	whether	you	are	entering	with	a	non-nursing	bachelor's	degree	or	without	it.	Upon	enrolling	in	any	of	these	RN-to-MSN	NP	programs,	you	will	complete	core	courses,	including	health	assessment,	evidence-based	practice,	community-based	nursing,	nursing	theory,	nursing	leadership,
advanced	pathophysiology,	health	promotion,	health	policy,	and	pharmacology.	Thereafter,	you	will	complete	courses	in	your	chosen	NP	role.	An	ideal	applicant	to	any	of	these	RN-to-MSN	NP	online	programs	must	have	an	active	RN	license.	Aside	from	this,	you	must	have	an	accredited	associate	degree	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Further,	you	may
enter	either	with	or	without	a	non-nursing	bachelor's	degree.	•	Regis	offers	you	the	benefit	of	studying	in	an	intimate	learning	environment	along	with	the	vast	resources	of	a	large	university.	•	The	school	has	earned	the	NLN’s	recognition	of	being	a	Center	of	Excellence	in	Nursing	Education.	•	Regis	is	proudly	one	of	the	few	RN-to-MSN	online
schools	in	MA	that	boasts	excellent	pass	rates	on	the	NP	certification	exams.	•	You	will	be	able	to	save	tuition	costs	in	several	ways	including,	employee	discounts,	federal	&	military	discounts,	alumni	discounts,	financial	aid,	and	graduate	assistantship	opportunities.	Nursing	Education,	Nursing	Management	&	Executive	Leadership,	and	Clinical
Nurse	Leader	If	you	are	aspiring	to	a	Magnet	hospital	position,	then	the	best	way	forward	is	to	obtain	a	master’s	level	education	in	nursing.	Well,	Sacred	Heart	University’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs,	leading	to	careers	such	as	nursing	education,	nursing	management,	or	clinical	nurse	leadership	can	be	an	excellent	option.	Through	a	flexible	online
coursework,	you’ll	be	able	to	gain	specialized	skills	in	your	chosen	role.	All	these	programs	are	offered	six	times	a	year,	so	you	can	begin	when	you	are	ready.	Upon	graduation,	you	will	earn	two	degrees,	a	BSN	and	an	MSN.	Regardless	of	the	program	you	choose,	you	can	complete	your	coursework	within	two	to	six	years,	based	on	your	preferred
pace.	The	MSN	coursework	comprises	15	credits	of	core	courses	and	around	24	credits	of	specialization-specific	courses.	The	core	courses	build	your	knowledge	in	healthcare	policy,	healthcare	informatics,	healthcare	research,	and	evidence-based	practice.	The	nursing	education	courses	prepare	you	for	teaching	positions,	whereas	the	management
program	is	focused	on	role	development	for	nursing	management	&	executive	leadership.	On	the	other	hand,	the	clinical	nurse	leader-specific	courses	prepare	you	for	a	role	as	a	clinical	nurse	leader	in	a	variety	of	healthcare	settings.	To	apply	to	Sacred	Heart’s	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	regardless	of	the	specialization	you	must	have	an	accredited
ADN	or	a	diploma	in	nursing.	Besides,	you	must	have	an	unencumbered	in	your	practice	state.	Also,	your	GPA	must	be	at	least	3.0.	In	addition,	the	school	requires	you	to	submit	a	resume,	a	statement	of	goals,	two	recommendation	letters,	and	official	transcripts.	•	Sacred	Heart’s	faculty	have	years	of	expertise	in	their	respective	practice	field.	Also,
faculty	members	are	well-versed	in	the	online	teaching	platform	to	offer	you	a	result-oriented	virtual	learning	experience.	•	The	school	offers	a	competitive	tuition	rate	and	also	allows	a	generous	transfer	of	credits.	Therefore,	you’ll	be	able	to	bring	down	the	tuition	costs	and	even	graduate	sooner.	•	Here,	you’ll	be	able	to	explore	several	funding
options,	including	federal	aid,	military	benefits,	scholarships,	and	financial	aid	options.	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	Nursing	Administrator,	and	Nursing	Educator	By	obtaining	your	graduate	nursing	education	from	one	of	the	best	RN-to-MSN	programs	online,	your	MSN	degree	will	be	respected	by
employers.	If	you	are	ready	to	take	your	nursing	career	to	the	next	level,	then	the	University	of	Saint	Francis	offers	you	excellent	RN-to-MSN	options.	Here,	based	on	your	interests,	you	can	choose	your	MSN	specialization	from	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	Nursing	Administrator,	or	Nursing	Educator.	All
the	programs,	regardless	of	the	specialization,	start	with	bridge	courses,	after	which	you	complete	MSN	core	and	specialization-specific	courses.	In	addition,	you	can	take	optional	education	courses	worth	12	credits.	By	completing	this	optional	coursework,	you’ll	be	able	to	play	teaching	roles	in	nursing.	To	graduate,	you’ll	require	completing	around
36	to	47	credits,	depending	on	the	specialization	you	choose.	These	RN-to-MSN	online	degree	programs	are	open	to	registered	nurses	who	have	a	non-nursing	bachelor’s	degree.	In	addition,	you	must	have	an	active	RN	license.	•	University	of	Saint	Francis	has	won	many	accolades	and	ranking	among	the	military-friendly	schools	in	the	nation	is	one
among	them.	What's	more,	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report	recognizes	the	school	as	one	of	the	best	in	the	nation.	•	The	education	you	obtain	at	the	University	of	Saint	Francis	is	grounded	in	values	of	compassion	and	service.	•	The	school	offers	several	internal	and	external	scholarships	to	further	reduce	tuition	costs.	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,



Leadership	in	Nursing	Systems,	and	Nurse	Educator	Whether	you	are	an	RN	with	or	without	a	non-nursing	bachelor’s	degree,	West	Texas	A&M	University’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	can	be	a	great	stepping	stone	to	a	fulfilling	career	either	in	primary	care,	nursing	leadership,	or	nursing	education.	The	RN-to-MSN	FNP	program	that	prepares	you
to	provide	primary	care	to	a	diverse	patient	population	requires	the	completion	of	49	credits,	whereas	the	leadership	program	comprises	40	credits.	On	the	other	hand,	the	nursing	education	program	is	37-credit	coursework.	Regardless	of	the	program	you	choose,	you’ll	build	a	solid	foundation	in	core	topics	of	research	methods	in	nursing,	health
policy,	cultural	diversity,	and	the	knowledge	and	skills	required	for	your	chosen	advanced	nursing	role.	Aside	from	this,	you’ll	require	completing	16	to	19	credits	worth	of	bridge	courses	before	beginning	with	the	graduate-level	coursework.	Upon	graduation,	you	will	earn	an	MSN	and	the	eligibility	to	take	the	certification	exam	within	your	chosen
population	focus.	However,	a	BSN	is	not	conferred.	West	Texas	A&M	University’s	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	regardless	of	the	specialization	are	designed	for	registered	nurses	with	an	ADN	or	nursing	diploma,	and	with	or	without	a	non-nursing	baccalaureate	degree.	Your	GPA	must	be	at	least	3.0.	Besdies,	your	RN	licnese	must	be	valid	in	Texas.	In
addition,	you	must	submit	three	letters	of	recommendation,	a	resume,	and	your	official	transcripts.	•	The	school’s	program	ranks	among	the	best	online	MSN	programs	in	the	nation	as	per	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	West	Texas	A&M	University	nursing	school’s	master’s	program	is	one	of	the	largest	MSN	programs	in	Texas.	•	Here,	you’ll	be
able	to	access	several	funding	resources	to	offset	your	tuition	cost.	To	know	your	eligibility,	you	must	contact	the	school’s	financial	aid	office.	University	of	San	Francisco’s	online	RN-to-MSN	program	offers	a	quick	route	to	master’s	level	nursing	knowledge.	Within	as	little	as	two	years,	this	program	prepares	you	to	improve	health	outcomes	at	all
levels	of	the	population.	You’ll	skip	the	BSN	in	this	fast-track	program	and	graduate	straight	with	an	MSN.	Because	the	program	is	offered	in	an	asynchronous	online	format,	you	will	be	able	to	continue	working	while	pursuing	your	education.	Also,	the	400	hours	of	clinical	practicum	can	be	conveniently	completed	at	your	current	place	of	work.	You’ll
learn	about	the	foundation	of	healthcare	leadership,	quality	&	safety	improvement,	health	informatics,	health	policy	&	advocacy,	and	evidence-based	practice	knowledge.	To	be	eligible	for	application,	you	must	be	a	registered	nurse	who	has	an	ADN.	Also,	it	is	preferred	that	you	have	an	accredited	non-nursing	bachelor’s	degree	with	a	minimum	GPA
of	3.0.	However,	you	can	apply	even	if	you	do	not	have	a	bachelor’s	degree.	Additionally,	to	fulfill	the	application	requirements	for	this	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	program,	you	must	submit	a	personal	statement,	a	professional	resume,	two	letters	of	recommendation,	and	your	unofficial	transcripts.	•	The	small-sized	classes	of	14:1	allow	close
interaction	between	faculty	and	students.	Therefore,	you	will	be	able	to	receive	individualized	attention	under	the	mentorship	of	its	accomplished	faculty.	•	University	of	San	Francisco’s	nursing	school	ranks	#1	in	the	nation	for	student	diversity	as	per	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	Because	the	school	partners	with	more	than	200	prominent
healthcare	organizations,	you	can	explore	clinical	learning	opportunities	to	sharpen	your	practical	experience.	Adult-Gerontological	Nurse	Practitioner,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Nursing	Administration,	and	Nursing	Education	DePaul	University	offers	one	of	the	best	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	Illinois.	Here,	you	can	choose	either	adult
gerontology	care,	family	health,	nursing	administration,	or	nursing	education,	based	on	your	interests	and	professional	goals.	The	adult-gerontology	program	trains	you	in	the	advanced	care	of	adults	and	the	elderly	whereas	the	family	nurse	practitioner	specialization	prepares	you	for	the	primary	care	of	individuals,	families,	and	communities	across
the	lifespan.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you	are	inclined	towards	a	non-clinical	path,	then	the	nursing	administration	program	prepares	you	to	play	leadership	roles	in	a	healthcare	organization.	This	program	focuses	on	organizational	behavior	&	human	resources,	strategic	planning	and	leadership,	and	healthcare	policy	&	delivery	systems.	The	nursing
education	program	is	perfect	if	you	are	aspiring	to	teach.	Through	this	program,	you’ll	gain	knowledge	in	learning	theories,	course	development,	role	transition,	and	instructional	presentation	skills.	The	minimum	requirements	to	apply	to	any	of	DePaul’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	include	an	accredited	associate	degree	and	an	active	RN	license.
Besides,	applicants	with	a	non-nursing	bachelor’s	degree	may	also	apply.	The	minimum	GPA	to	be	eligible	is	2.75.	Also,	the	college	requires	you	to	have	completed	courses	in	statistics	with	at	least	a	grade	of	C.	•	As	a	graduate	of	De	Paul’s	RN-to-MSN	online	program,	you	will	join	a	large	network	of	3000	nurses	who	are	serving	patients	across
Chicago	and	beyond.	•	The	school’s	online	training	is	highly	regarded	by	employers,	no	wonder	graduates	find	desirable	placements	soon	after	graduation.	•	Here,	the	small-sized	classes	and	the	latest	technology	make	the	online	learning	experience	a	rather	fruitful	one.	•	DePaul	University’s	nursing	school’s	partnership	with	the	Rosalind	Franklin
University	of	Medicine	and	Science	brings	in	the	latest	patient	care	approaches	to	your	online	RN	to	MSN	curriculum.	•	The	school	of	nursing	has	been	leading	nursing	education	in	the	state	for	more	than	65	years	now.	Adult-Gerontology	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Generalist,	Nurse	Administrator,	and	Psychiatric
Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner	If	you	are	a	registered	nurse	who	desires	to	earn	an	MSN	rather	quickly,	then	Franklin	University	can	be	your	go-to	nursing	school.	Here,	you	can	earn	your	generalist	MSN	within	as	little	as	19	months.	Aside	from	this	if	you	want	to	play	a	specialized	role,	then	you	have	the	nurse	practitioner	and	nurse	administrator
programs.	If	you	enroll	in	any	of	the	RN-to-MSN	NP	online	degree	programs,	you’ll	require	30	to	31	months	to	graduate.	Based	on	where	you	find	your	calling,	you	can	choose	either	adult	gerontology,	family	health,	or	psychiatric	mental	health.	The	coursework	regardless	of	the	NP	specialization	comprises	45	to	46	credits.	On	the	other	hand,	the
nurse	administrator	program	requires	the	completion	of	around	33	credits,	in	addition	to	12	credits	of	bridge	courses.	To	qualify	for	admission,	you	must	have	an	accredited	associate	degree	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Also,	the	school	requires	you	to	have	produced	an	active	RN	license	in	the	U.S.	•	Because	the	school	allows	you	to	lock	the	tuition,
you	will	not	need	to	worry	about	rising	costs	because	of	inflation.	Besides,	here,	the	tuition	costs	are	lower	than	most	other	similar	programs	in	the	state.	•	By	opting	for	any	of	the	online	RN-to-MSN	programs,	you	will	be	eligible	for	an	automatic	scholarship	of	$2000.	•	Franklin	University’s	nursing	school	employs	expert	faculty	members	who	bring
their	years	of	experience	to	the	online	classroom.	•	The	advanced	simulation	technology	that	the	program	utilizes	provides	you	with	ample	clinical	training	before	you	transition	to	real-world	clinical	training.	Nursing	Leadership	&	Management,	Nursing	Informatics,	and	Nursing	Education	Western	Governors	University’s	MSN	pathways	are	counted
among	the	best	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	UT.	With	three	non-clinical	specializations,	you	can	choose	either	nursing	leadership	&	management,	nursing	informatics,	or	nursing	education.	Through	any	of	these	programs,	you	will	not	only	gain	specialized	skills	but	will	also	earn	a	BSN	before	progressing	to	the	MSN	courses.	In	fact,	as	part	of	your
undergraduate	coursework,	you’ll	also	complete	five	graduate-level	courses	for	which	you’ll	be	awarded	a	post-baccalaureate	certificate.	This	certificate	can	enhance	your	resume	while	you	are	still	completing	the	MSN	courses.	The	leadership	&	management	program	is	designed	for	students	aspiring	for	leadership	roles	in	healthcare,	whereas	the
nursing	informatics	program	emphasizes	informatics	system	analysis	&	design	and	data	science	&	analytics.	On	the	other	hand,	the	nursing	education	program	teaches	you	about	assessment	&	evaluation	strategies,	curriculum	design,	and	student-centered	learning.	If	you	are	searching	for	RN-to-MSN	online	schools	that	do	not	require	nursing	work
experience	to	qualify	for	admission,	then	here,	you	can	apply	even	without	any	nursing	work	experience.	•	Regardless	of	the	online	RN-to-MSN	program	you	enroll	in,	at	Western	Governors	University	nursing	school,	you’ll	be	paying	affordable	tuition	costs.	Here,	tuition	is	charged	for	each	six-month	term,	during	which	you	can	take	as	many	courses
as	you	want	without	paying	any	extra	fees.	•	Graduates	of	the	school	report	a	satisfying	learning	experience,	having	almost	all	of	them	find	suitable	placements	soon	after	graduation.	•	Western	Governors	nursing	school	is	a	designated	Center	of	Excellence	in	nursing	education.	Therefore	you	can	expect	high-quality	online	education	that	leads	to	a
positive	academic	outcome.	Nursing	Education	and	Population	Healthcare	At	Southern	New	Hamshire	University,	you	will	be	able	to	complete	your	MSN	in	nursing	education	or	population	healthcare.	The	school	teaches	you	safe	nursing	practice,	evidence-based	practice,	health	promotion	&	disease	prevention	strategies,	and	patient	safety	&	quality
implementation.	Nursing	education	prepares	you	to	influence	the	future	workforce	of	nurses.	Whereas,	if	you	opt	for	population	healthcare,	you’ll	gain	skills	that	are	required	for	the	improvement	of	healthcare	systems.	Regardless	of	the	RN-to-MSN	online	program	you	choose,	you	will	be	able	to	graduate	within	as	little	as	1.5	years.	Some	of	the
common	courses	that	you	take	include	pathophysiology,	advanced	health	assessment,	and	clinical	reasoning.	The	nursing	education	curriculum	focuses	on	teaching	innovation,	and	curriculum	foundations,	whereas,	the	population	healthcare	program	includes	courses	in	healthcare	informatics,	population	care	management,	and	healthcare	quality
improvement.	The	school	accepts	applications	on	a	rolling	basis,	so	you	can	apply	throughout	the	year.	To	start	with,	you	must	apply	to	the	BSN	program	and	after	completing	your	BSN,	you	must	apply	to	the	MSN	portion	of	your	RN-to-MSN	online	program.	To	qualify	for	the	MSN	program,	you	must	maintain	a	GPA	of	at	least	3.5	in	your
undergraduate	nursing	courses.	Aside	from	this,	you	must	possess	an	active	RN	license	in	your	state	of	practice.	•	Southern	New	Hampshire	nursing	school’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	are	fast-paced	and	offered	at	affordable	tuition	rates.	•	As	a	student	of	any	of	these	online	programs,	you	will	join	a	large	family	of	students,	alumni,	faculty,	and
staff	with	whom	you	can	network	and	build	professional	connections.	•	Both	these	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	are	offered	five	times	a	year,	so	you	can	start	when	convenient.	Clinical	Nurse	Educator,	Leadership	in	Healthcare	Systems,	Nursing	Informatics,	and	Healthcare	Quality	&	Safety	Whether	you	are	keen	on	taking	the	next	step	in	your
nursing	career	or	desire	to	obtain	a	master’s	level	nursing	education,	at	Jacksonville	University,	you’ll	be	able	to	earn	two	nursing	degrees	through	a	flexible	online	format.	Counted	among	the	best	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	in	FL,	here,	you	can	choose	your	specialization	from	clinical	nurse	educator,	leadership	in	healthcare	systems,	nursing
informatics,	or	healthcare	quality	&	safety.	Regardless	of	the	program	you	choose,	you	will	graduate	with	two	degrees	within	as	little	as	18	months.	Upon	beginning	your	online	RN-to-MSN	program,	you	will	first	complete	BSN	courses	that	teach	you	concepts	in	professional	nursing,	evidence-based	nursing,	pathophysiology,	nursing	leadership	&
health,	and	community-focused	nursing.	Thereafter,	you	must	complete	the	MSN	courses	that	train	you	in	vital	topics	such	as	nursing	theory	&	research,	healthcare	information	systems	&	organization,	and	delivery	&	policy	in	healthcare.	Post	that,	you	will	continue	with	the	program	to	complete	courses	in	your	chosen	specialization.	To	apply	to
either	of	these	online	RN-to-MSN	programs,	you	must	have	an	active	nursing	license	in	the	US.	Also,	you	must	have	an	accredited	ADN	or	nursing	diploma	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	In	addition,	the	nursing	school	requires	you	to	submit	your	statement	of	purpose	and	letters	of	recommendation.	•	Jacksonville	University	maintains	strong	ties	with
prominent	healthcare	leaders.	Therefore,	here	you	can	expect	a	wide	variety	of	meaningful	clinical	experiences	across	the	state.	•	The	small-sized	classes	allow	close	interactions	with	faculty	and	peers.	•	Here,	each	course	is	eight	weeks	long,	with	courses	being	offered	throughout	the	year.	So,	you’ll	be	able	to	start	anytime	through	the	year	and	if
desired	even	take	a	break	between	courses.	Forensic	Nursing,	Informatics,	Administration	&	Management,	Nursing	Education,	and	Public	Health	Out	of	all	the	online	RN-to-MSN	schools	in	the	nation,	Aspen	University	is	the	only	school	that	offers	an	online	RN-to-MSN	program	in	forensic	nursing.	Alternatively,	there	are	also	options	in	informatics,
administration	&	management,	nursing	education,	and	public	health,	so	you	can	choose	a	program	based	on	your	interests.	These	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	train	you	in	key	competencies,	including	organizational	&	systems	leadership,	quality	improvement	&	safety,	informatics	&	healthcare	technologies,	health	policy	&	advocacy,	and
interprofessional	collaboration.	Every	program	starts	with	bridge	courses	and	then	advances	to	graduate-level	courses.	The	bridge	courses	train	you	in	professional	trends	and	issues	in	nursing,	community	health	nursing,	nursing	research,	health	assessment,	and	nursing	leadership	&	management.	All	the	programs	end	with	a	capstone	project	where
you’ll	apply	your	newly	acquired	knowledge.	To	qualify	for	admission,	you	must	have	an	associate	degree	or	diploma	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	In	addition,	you	must	possess	an	unencumbered	RN	license.	Also,	the	school	requires	you	to	have	completed	at	least	one	year	of	nursing	work	experience.	Besides,	you	must	be	prepared	to	submit	your
resume.	•	Aspen’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	come	with	affordable	tuition	costs,	so	you’ll	graduate	without	breaking	the	bank.	Also,	the	monthly	payment	plan	at	0%	interest	further	adds	to	the	ease	of	payment.	•	The	school	employs	a	highly	acclaimed	faculty	who	leave	no	stone	unturned	in	ensuring	students	achieve	a	positive	academic	outcome.	•
Here,	you	can	complete	your	program	either	on	a	full-time	or	part-time	basis.	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Adult	Gerontology	Nurse	Practitioner,	Nurse	Administrator,	Nurse	Educator,	and	Nursing	Informatics	Whether	you	desire	to	enhance	your	patient	care	practice	or	aspire	to	influence	healthcare,	South	University’s	RN-to-MSN	online	programs
offer	multiple	paths	to	help	you	reach	your	professional	goals.	If	you	find	your	calling	in	direct	patient	care,	then	you	can	choose	either	the	family	health	or	adult	gerontology	care	program.	Alternatively,	if	you	are	inclined	towards	indirect	patient	care,	then	you	may	want	to	enroll	in	either	nursing	administration,	nursing	education,	or	the	nursing
informatics	program.	All	programs	start	with	36	credits	of	BSN	courses,	after	which	you’ll	complete	20	MSN	credits,	and	then	the	specialization-specific	courses.	You’ll	learn	about	nursing	research,	healthcare	informatics,	healthcare	leadership,	and	health	policy.	The	MSN	courses	strengthen	your	knowledge	in	core	topics	of	advanced
pathophysiology,	health	policy,	advanced	pharmacology,	and	nursing	research	methods.	To	apply	to	South	University’s	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	you	must	have	an	associate	degree	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	2.5.	Also,	you	must	carry	an	unencumbered	RN	license	in	the	U.S.	Besides,	you	must	be	prepared	to	submit	your	official	transcripts	to
complete	the	admission	requirements.	•	These	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	boast	an	excellent	pass	rate	on	the	national	certification	exams.	•	South	University’s	nursing	school	offers	military	benefits	to	students	coming	from	a	defense	background.	•	To	make	your	graduate	nursing	education	affordable,	the	school	offers	several	funding	options,
including	scholarships,	grants,	and	funding	opportunities.	Adult-Gerontology	Nurse	Practitioner,	Nursing	Administration	&	Executive	Nurse	Leadership,	Pediatric	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	and	Psychiatric/Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner	Seton	Hall	is	counted	among	the	best	RN-to-MSN	online	schools	in	the	nation	because	of	the	top-quality
nurse	leaders	it	produces.	Here,	based	on	your	interests,	you	can	obtain	training	either	in	adult-gerontology	care,	nursing	administration,	nursing	leadership,	pediatric	primary	care,	or	psychiatric	mental	health.	To	graduate,	regardless	of	the	program,	you	will	require	completing	around	49	credits.	In	addition,	you	will	require	completing	11-credit
bridge	courses	before	starting	the	graduate-level	and	specialization-specific	courses.	By	completing	the	program,	regardless	of	the	specialization,	you’ll	learn	about	nursing	research,	health	promotion,	clinical	pathophysiology,	pharmacology,	health	assessment,	and	advanced	professional	role	development.	To	qualify	for	any	of	these	RN-to-MSN	online
programs,	you	must	have	an	associate	degree	or	diploma	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Besides,	you	must	submit	official	transcripts,	a	personal	statement,	a	current	resume,	and	two	letters.	•	Seton	Hall’s	MSN	program	is	ranked	among	the	best	in	the	nation	as	per	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	Here,	the	small-sized	classes	provide	personalized
attention	and	allow	for	close	connections	to	develop	between	faculty	and	students.	•	The	RN	to	MSN	training	is	grounded	in	Catholic	values	of	service,	care,	and	compassion.	As	a	graduate,	you	will	be	prepared	to	offer	holistic	care	to	diverse	patient	populations.	•	Seton	Hall	boasts	of	an	excellent	pass	rate	on	the	national	certification	exams.	Clinical
Nurse	Leader,	Administrative	Nurse	Leader,	and	Ambulatory	Care	Nursing	Western	University	of	Health	Sciences’	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	can	take	your	nursing	career	to	the	next	level	without	going	back	to	school.	Through	100%	online	classes,	you’ll	be	able	to	complete	your	training	within	two	to	three	years.	Here,	you’ll	obtain	rigorous
training	in	three	advanced	roles,	depending	on	whether	you	choose,	Clinical	Nurse	Leader,	Administrative	Nurse	Leader,	or	Ambulatory	Care	Nursing.	While	the	clinical	nurse	program	trains	you	in	enhancing	patient	outcomes,	the	administrative	nurse	leader	program	equips	you	with	skills	to	manage	and	lead	healthcare	organizations.	On	the	other
hand,	the	ambulatory	care	nursing	program	prepares	you	with	the	skills	to	provide	primary	care	in	outpatient	settings.	To	apply	to	either	of	these	online	RN	to	MSN	programs,	you	must	have	an	associate	degree	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Also,	the	school	requires	you	to	have	completed	pre-requisite	courses	with	a	grade	of	C	or	better.	In	addition,
you	must	possess	an	unencumbered	RN	license	in	the	U.S.	•	Here,	you	will	be	taught	by	top-notch	faculty	who	have	years	of	experience	in	the	field	of	nursing.	•	As	a	graduate,	you	will	be	able	to	be	part	of	the	nursing	school’s	large	alumni	network.	•	Western	University’s	master's	degree	is	ranked	among	the	best	in	the	nation	as	per	reputed	online
publications.	Nurse	Administrator	If	you’ve	always	aspired	to	play	a	leadership	role	in	healthcare,	then	the	University	of	Alabama’s	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	program	will	be	a	befitting	choice.	The	50-56	credit	curriculum	takes	your	ADN	or	nursing	diploma	straight	to	the	master's	level	and	equips	you	with	skills	to	effectively	play	the	role	of	a	nurse
administrator.	The	program	trains	you	in	key	topics	of	nursing	informatics,	community	health	nursing,	organizational	&	systems	leadership,	research	&	evidence-based	practice,	health	policy,	and	population	health.	You	also	obtain	proficiency	in	leadership	in	nursing	administration,	health	care	systems	&	quality	&	safety,	and	advanced	financing	&
strategic	planning	in	health	care.	Finally,	the	program	ends	with	an	optional	thesis.	This	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	program	requires	you	to	possess	an	unencumbered	RN	license	in	the	U.S.	Besides,	you	must	have	completed	an	accredited	associate	degree	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	•	The	U.S.	News	&	World	Report	recognizes	the	University	of
Alabama	as	a	leader	in	online	education.	•	The	school	offers	military	benefits	to	students	coming	from	the	defense	background.	•	Here,	you’ll	complete	your	education	with	affordable	tuition	costs.	Also,	regardless	of	where	you	live,	you’ll	be	paying	in-state	tuition	costs.	Family	Nurse	Practitioner	Do	you	wish	to	fast-track	your	nursing	career	into	an
advanced	practice	nursing	field?	If	so,	you’ll	find	Loyola	University	New	Orleans’s	online	RN-to-MSN	program	a	rather	befitting	choice.	The	program	is	offered	with	a	specialization	in	family	health.	To	graduate	with	an	MSN-FNP	degree,	you	will	require	completing	48	credits	and	720	hours	of	clinical	practice.	However,	before	you	start	with	the
graduate-level	courses,	you	require	completing	bridge	courses.	You	will	learn	about	population	health	management,	advanced	pathophysiology,	health	assessment,	pharmacotherapeutics,	and	advanced	research	methods.	In	addition,	you’ll	learn	about	the	primary	care	of	individuals	across	their	lifespans.	Also,	you’ll	master	skills	in	health	informatics
and	finance.	This	online	RN-to-MSN	program	is	open	to	registered	nurses	who	have	an	ADN	or	a	diploma	and	a	non-nursing	bachelor's	degree.	•	The	U.S.	News	&	World	Report	lists	this	program	among	the	best	MSN	programs	in	the	nation.	•	With	a	small	student-to-faculty	ratio,	here	you	will	be	able	to	develop	close	bonds	with	faculty	and	your
peers.	•	At	Loyola	University	New	Orleans,	almost	99%	of	students	receive	some	sort	of	financial	assistance	to	fund	their	education.	Nursing	Healthcare	Administration,	Nursing	Education,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Psychiatric-Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	and	Adult-Gerontology	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner	Clarkson	College’s	RN-to-MSN
online	programs	are	meant	to	easily	accommodate	the	busy	schedules	of	working	nurses.	Each	program	starts	with	the	RN	to	BSN	curriculum	during	which	you’ll	even	complete	a	few	graduate-level	courses.	You’ll	be	able	to	apply	these	courses	toward	your	MSN	degree.	Here,	based	on	your	interests,	you	can	enroll	in	either	the	Nursing	Healthcare
Administration,	Nursing	Education,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Psychiatric-Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	or	Adult-Gerontology	Acute	Care	Nurse	Practitioner	program.	Regardless	of	the	program	you	enter,	you’ll	gain	expertise	in	several	key	topics	such	as	the	theories	&	concepts	of	advanced	practice	roles,	healthcare	delivery	systems	&	managed
care,	application	&	evaluation	of	theory	in	nursing,	nursing	law	&	ethics,	and	research	design	&	methods.	Thereafter,	you	must	complete	21	to	29	credit	hours	in	your	chosen	specialization.	The	college	accepts	applications	on	a	rolling	basis,	so	the	earlier	you	apply	the	better.	To	apply	to	your	chosen	RN-to-MSN	online	program,	you	must	have	an
accredited	ADN	and	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Also,	you	must	possess	an	active	RN	license	which	is	valid	and	unencumbered	in	the	U.S.	•	To	offset	your	education	costs,	you’ll	be	able	to	apply	to	the	Nurse	Faculty	Loan	Program.	•	Clarkson	College	offers	several	scholarships	and	financial	aid	opportunities	that	you	may	apply	for	to	further	cut	tuition
costs.	•	The	school’s	partnership	with	Nebraska	Medicine	opens	up	unique	learning	opportunities	that	even	online	students	can	explore	if	they	desire	to	hone	skills	in	interprofessional	collaboration.	Nursing	Education,	Nursing	Administration,	and	Nursing	Informatics	At	Ferris	State	University,	you	can	advance	your	nursing	career	either	in	education,
administration	or	informatics,	based	on	your	interests	and	professional	goals.	While	nursing	education	will	prepare	you	to	play	an	impactful	role	in	influencing	the	future	workforce	of	nurses,	the	nursing	administration	program	trains	you	to	manage	the	administrative	affairs	of	a	healthcare	organization.	On	the	other	hand,	the	nursing	informatics
program	equips	you	with	skills	to	effectively	use	information	technology	to	better	patient	outcomes.	The	core	courses	that	are	common	to	all	three	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	programs	teach	you	organizational	&	systems	leadership,	health	care	systems,	policy	and	advocacy,	evidence-based	practice,	quality	improvement	&	safety,	and	population
health.	Thereafter,	you’ll	complete	nine	credits	in	specialization-specific	courses.	To	apply	to	your	preferred	RN-to-MSN	online	program,	you	must	have	an	ADN	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Besides,	your	RN	license	must	be	valid	and	unencumbered.	In	addition,	the	school	requires	you	to	submit	official	transcripts	and	a	current	professional	resume	to
complete	the	admission	requirements.	•	Ferris	State	offers	affordable	education	and	also	ranks	among	the	schools	that	offer	the	best	value.	•	The	nursing	school’s	small-sized	classes	offer	personalized	attention	under	the	mentorship	of	its	expert	faculty.	•	Even	though	these	are	online	programs,	the	school	offers	an	engaging	learning	experience
through	participation	in	student	organizations	and	membership	in	professional	associations.	Nurse	Educator,	Nurse	Administrator,	Clinical	Nurse	Leader,	and	Nursing	Informatics	If	you	desire	a	student-centric	online	learning	experience	to	complete	your	graduate-level	nursing	education,	then	Queens	University	of	Charlotte	can	be	a	great	option.
Here,	through	its	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	you’ll	be	able	to	specialize	either	in	nursing	education,	nursing	administration,	nursing	leadership,	or	nursing	informatics.	Regardless	of	what	you	choose,	your	coursework	comprises	RN	to	MSN	bridge	and	core	courses	before	progressing	to	specialization-specific	courses.	The	career-focused	curriculum
comprises	14	courses	that	can	be	completed	in	as	little	as	2.5	years.	The	six	credit	bridge	courses	strengthen	your	knowledge	in	population	health	nursing.	Whereas	the	core	courses	teach	you	health	policy,	healthcare	informatics,	data	interpretations,	and	research	methods.	To	qualify	for	admission,	you	must	have	an	associate	degree	from	an
accredited	university.	Also,	you	are	required	to	submit	all	your	official	transcripts	from	all	the	earlier	institutions	attended.	In	addition,	the	school	requires	you	to	carry	an	unrestricted	RN	license	to	qualify	for	admission.	•	Smaller	classes	and	expert	faculty	mentorship	make	the	online	learning	experience	engaging	and	more	effective.	•	In	addition	to
affordable	tuition	costs,	these	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	programs	offer	several	scholarships	and	financial	aid	opportunities.	If	eligible,	you’ll	be	able	to	apply	for	employer	reimbursement,	grants,	or	veteran	benefits.	•	With	an	experience	of	more	than	160	years,	Queens	University	has	a	rich	history	of	training	quality	graduates	who	are	serving	across
the	globe.	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Practitioner,	Leadership,	and	Teaching/Learning	The	University	of	North	Alabama	offers	four	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	programs,	including	family	health,	psychiatric	mental	health,	leadership,	and	nursing	education.	Regardless	of	the	program	you	choose,	you’ll	learn	about	community
health	nursing,	foundations	of	evidence-based	practice,	leadership	&	management,	quality	&	safety,	and	nursing	concepts,	issues	&	theories.	If	you	opt	for	the	family	nurse	practitioner	program,	you’ll	be	prepared	to	provide	evidence-based	primary	care	to	individuals	&	families	across	the	lifespan.	The	psychiatric	mental	health	program	trains	you	to
treat	mental	health	patients	of	all	ages.	While	the	leadership	program	equips	you	with	skills	to	lead	and	manage	a	healthcare	organization,	the	teaching/learning	program	makes	you	proficient	in	educating	the	future	workforce	of	nurses.	To	qualify	for	admission,	you	must	have	an	associate	degree	or	a	diploma	from	an	accredited	institution.	Besides,
the	school	requires	you	to	have	an	unencumbered	RN	license	in	the	U.S.	•	The	tuition	rate	of	the	college	is	quite	affordable,	so	you’ll	graduate	without	breaking	the	bank.	•	The	University	of	North	Alabama	makes	it	to	the	top	nursing	schools	in	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report’s	list.	In	addition,	the	school	has	made	it	to	several	ranking	lists,	including
the	best	schools	for	veterans	and	also	among	the	most	innovative	schools	in	the	nation.	•	To	help	you	offset	your	education	costs,	the	college	offers	several	external	and	internal	scholarships.	Administration	and	Education	As	a	nurse,	if	you	want	to	stand	out	in	the	job	market,	then	you	must	obtain	graduate-level	education.	Lamar	University’s	online
RN-to-MSN	programs	can	be	a	great	option	to	acquire	the	professional	skills	and	knowledge	to	attain	nursing	leadership.	With	two	in-demand	fields,	you	can	choose	to	become	either	a	nurse	administrator	or	a	nurse	educator.	Regardless	of	the	program,	the	curriculum	comprises	58	credits	which	can	be	completed	in	as	little	as	36	months.	The
coursework	strengthens	your	core	nursing	knowledge	and	equips	you	with	the	skills	to	enhance	evidence-based	patient	care	and	improve	health.	The	administration	program	teaches	you	to	plan	&	organize	healthcare	delivery,	and	healthcare	information	systems,	whereas	the	education	program,	emphasizes	curriculum	design	and	learning	&	teaching
theories.	To	gain	admission	into	either	of	Lamar’s	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	you	must	have	an	associate	nursing	degree	or	diploma	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	In	addition,	your	RN	license	must	be	current	and	unencumbered.	Besides,	the	school	requires	you	to	submit	official	transcripts	and	the	completion	of	pre-requisite	courses.	•	Lamar
University’s	nursing	school	is	one	of	the	most	distinguished	schools	not	only	in	Texas	but	also	in	the	nation.	•	The	100%	online	format	not	only	offers	maximum	flexibility	but	also	helps	you	save	some	tuition	dollars	because	of	its	affordable	tuition	costs.	Nursing	Education	Appalachian	State	University’s	online	RN-to-MSN	program	prepares	you	for	a
fulfilling	career	as	a	nurse	educator.	The	program	comprises	24	credits	in	advanced	master's	courses	and	12	credits	in	nursing	education-specific	courses.	In	addition	to	the	graduate-level	courses,	you’ll	require	completing	bridge	courses.	The	curriculum	prepares	you	for	a	variety	of	roles	in	education	and	nursing	research.	Some	of	the	courses	you
take	include	contemporary	issues	in	nursing,	advanced	health	assessment,	pathophysiology,	nursing	research,	advanced	pharmacology,	nursing	program	development,	and	educational	theories	for	nursing	&	informatics.	To	be	eligible	for	application,	you	must	have	an	accredited	ADN	or	diploma	in	nursing.	Your	GPA	must	be	at	least	3.0.	In	addition,
the	school	requires	you	to	have	an	active	RN	license.	Also,	you	must	submit	a	resume	and	official	transcripts.	•	Appalachian	State	University	ranks	among	the	top	online	graduate	programs	in	the	nation	as	per	the	U.S.	News	&	World	Report.	•	Graduates	of	Appalachian’s	RN-to-MSN	online	program	are	desired	by	employers	for	their	exceptional
professional	preparedness.	•	Here,	the	online	coursework	is	highly	engaging	and	rigorous.	You	will	complete	your	education	through	highly	interactive	synchronous	and	asynchronous	online	classes.	Nursing	Administration,	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	Nursing	Education,	and	Family	Nurse	Practitioner	East	Tennessee	State
University	offers	one	of	the	well-known	accredited	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	TN.	Here,	based	on	where	you	find	your	calling,	you	can	enroll	in	nursing	administration,	psychiatric	mental	care,	nursing	education,	or	family	health.	With	an	emphasis	on	rural	healthcare,	regardless	of	the	program	you	enroll	in,	you’ll	graduate	with	exceptional	skills
in	evidence-practice	and	interprofessional	collaboration.	All	the	programs	are	offered	with	full-time	and	part-time	schedule	options.	To	begin	with,	you’ll	first	complete	the	MSN	bridge	courses,	after	which	you’ll	complete	core	courses	in	health	assessment,	nursing	research,	advanced	role	development,	advanced	pathophysiology,	pharmacology,
health	promotion,	and	disease	prevention.	Thereafter,	you’ll	complete	specialization-specific	courses	in	your	chosen	nursing	field.	To	apply,	you	must	have	an	active	RN	license	and	a	non-nursing	bachelor's	degree.	Also,	the	school	requires	you	to	submit	your	official	transcripts.	•	The	school	boasts	an	excellent	pass	rate	on	national	certification	exams.
•	With	seven	nurse-managed	health	centers,	East	State	Tennesse	University	offers	several	service	learning	opportunities.	•	There	are	several	external	&	internal	scholarships	that	eligible	RN	to	MSN	students	can	avail	of	to	reduce	the	cost	of	their	education.	Transformational	Leadership,	Education,	and	Family	Nurse	Practitioner	By	pursuing	an	MSN,
not	only	will	you	advance	your	knowledge	of	nursing,	but	you’ll	also	be	able	to	climb	the	career	ladder	rather	swiftly.	Olivet	Nazarene	University’s	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	take	your	RN	education	seamlessly	to	the	master's	level.	Besides,	here,	you	can	choose	transformational	leadership,	education,	or	family	nurse	practitioner	as	your
specialization,	depending	on	where	your	passion	lies.	Upon	enrollment,	you	first	complete	12	months	of	BSN	core,	followed	by	24	to	36	months	of	MSN	and	specialization-specific	courses.	The	common	core	courses	train	you	in	ethical	decision-making,	nursing	informatics,	and	evidence-based	practice.	In	addition,	you’ll	master	skills	in	advanced
pathophysiology,	pharmacology,	and	health	assessment.	The	leadership	program	emphasizes	transformational	leadership,	finance,	and	human	resource	management,	whereas	the	education	program	teaches	you	curriculum	design,	teaching	roles	&	strategies.	The	family	nurse	practitioner	program	prepares	you	for	the	healthcare	management	of
patients	across	their	lifespans.	To	apply	to	either	of	these	three	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	you	must	have	an	ADN	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Also,	you	must	submit	all	your	transcripts	to	fulfill	the	application	requirements.	•	At	Olivet	Nazarene,	you’ll	gain	faith-based	education	which	is	grounded	in	Christian	values.	•	Almost	99%	of	students	at
the	university	receive	some	sort	of	financial	assistance.	•	As	a	graduate	of	this	school,	you’ll	join	a	large	network	of	more	than	40,000	alumni	who	are	serving	across	the	globe.	Nursing	Leadership	and	Nursing	Education	If	you	are	inclined	towards	playing	non-clinical	roles	in	nursing	leadership	or	nursing	education,	then	enrolling	in	one	of	Mercy
College	of	Ohio’s	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	programs	can	be	a	good	idea.	Through	a	well-designed	rigorous	curriculum,	you	are	trained	in	vital	topics	of	nursing	informatics,	population	health	assessment,	evidence-based	practice,	and	current	nursing	issues.	In	addition	to	the	core	courses,	you’ll	also	complete	RN	to	MSN	bridge	courses	and
specialization-specific	courses.	While	the	nursing	leadership	program	trains	you	in	healthcare	systems,	leadership	&	strategic	management,	and	financial	management,	the	nursing	education	program,	prepares	you	for	teaching	&	learning	strategies,	curriculum	design,	and	evaluation	methods	in	nursing	education.	To	qualify	for	admission	into	either
of	Mercy’s	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	you	must	have	an	ADN	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Also,	the	school	requires	you	to	submit	all	official	transcripts.	In	addition,	you	must	possess	an	active	RN	license	in	the	U.S.	•	Being	a	Catholic	institution,	the	nursing	school	trains	you	to	provide	holistic	care	and	imbibes	a	service-oriented	attitude	in	its	RN	to
MSN	graduates.	•	The	school	offers	several	financial	aid	opportunities	to	make	your	education	affordable.	•	The	Mercy	College	nursing	school	ranks	among	the	top	nursing	schools	in	the	country	as	per	leading	online	publications.	Leadership	in	Health	Care	Systems	At	Regis	University,	you	will	obtain	the	proficiency	to	play	leadership	roles	in	a
variety	of	healthcare	environments.	Counted	among	the	best	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	in	CO,	the	program	takes	nine	semesters	to	complete.	The	51-credit	coursework	emphasizes	illness	&	disease	management,	health	promotion	concepts,	and	healthcare	organizations	&	systems.	Some	of	the	graduate-level	courses	you	take	include	healthcare
policy,	population	health,	financial	management,	and	healthcare	organizations	&	systems	leadership.	The	BSN	section	of	the	program	includes	four	graduate-level	courses	that	help	you	save	time	and	tuition	costs	when	completing	the	MSN	courses.	Upon	completion	of	this	online	RN-to-MSN	program,	you’ll	be	prepared	to	impact	healthcare	delivery
at	all	levels.	The	school	accepts	applications	on	a	rolling	basis,	so	you	can	apply	anytime	throughout	the	year.	To	qualify	for	admission,	you	must	have	a	nursing	diploma	or	an	ADN	from	an	accredited	school.	In	addition,	you	must	submit	your	resume	and	a	copy	of	your	active	RN	license.	•	Being	a	Jesuit	university,	you’ll	study	in	an	environment	where
you’ll	not	only	grow	professionally	but	also	personally.	•	At	Regis,	you	have	a	variety	of	options	to	fund	your	online	RN-to-MSN	program,	including	scholarships	&	grants,	student	loans,	and	employer	discounts.	•	If	you	want	to	gain	a	global	outlook	in	nursing	leadership,	you	can	explore	study	abroad	options	offered	by	the	nursing	school.	Nurse
Educator	and	Clinical	Nurse	Leader	At	the	University	of	Wisconsin,	you’ll	be	able	to	seamlessly	complete	your	BSN	and	MSN	coursework	without	putting	a	hold	on	your	current	job.	100%	online	education	and	clinical	training	within	your	home	community	make	it	rather	convenient	for	working	nurses	to	accommodate	attending	classes	into	their	busy
lives.	Here,	you	can	choose	from	two	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	including	Nurse	Educator	or	Clinical	Nurse	Leader.	Regardless	of	the	program	you	choose,	you	can	tailor	the	pace	of	your	study	based	on	your	preference,	however,	you	must	complete	the	program	within	a	maximum	of	five	years.	The	nursing	education	program	is	a	60-credit	program
that	focuses	on	the	education	process	in	nursing.	On	the	other	hand,	the	clinical	nurse	leader	program	comprises	a	total	of	60	credits	and	focuses	on	population	health	improvement	and	the	prevention	of	diseases.	Admission	to	either	of	these	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	requires	you	to	have	an	associate	degree	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	In
addition,	the	school	requires	you	to	carry	an	unencumbered	RN	license	in	the	U.S.	•	Both	the	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	boast	an	excellent	pass	rate	on	the	national	certification	exam.	•	The	University	of	Wisconsin-Oshkosh	offers	several	study-abroad	opportunities	that	you	can	explore	to	enhance	your	learning	experience.	•	With	the	school
awarding	more	than	110	scholarships	each	year,	you	may	be	able	to	avail	of	one	if	eligible.	Family	Nurse	Practitioner	Do	you	know	that	a	family	nurse	practitioner	plays	a	vital	role	in	bridging	the	gap	in	primary	care	across	the	country?	If	you	are	passionate	about	serving	patients	in	primary	care	settings,	then	MCPHS	University	can	help	you	enter
this	fulfilling	field	rather	quickly.	The	online	RN-to-MSN	program	is	offered	entirely	online	and	comprises	bridge	courses,	in	addition	to	MSN	core	and	FNP-specific	courses.	During	the	first	year	of	the	program,	you’ll	complete	bridge	courses	after	which	you	learn	graduate	core	topics,	including	advanced	pathophysiology,	advanced	pharmacology,
advanced	health	assessment,	and	advanced	family	primary	care.	To	apply	to	this	online	RN-to-MSN	program,	you	must	have	an	associate	degree	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	2.7.	Also,	your	RN	license	must	be	valid	in	your	state	of	practice.	To	fulfill	the	admission	requirements,	the	school	requires	you	to	submit	your	official	transcripts,	a	resume,	and	a
personal	statement.	•	The	school	emphasizes	practical	training	and	ensures	RN	to	MSN	students	leave	with	the	utmost	professional	preparedness	before	transitioning	to	the	workforce.	•	At	MCPHS,	you’ll	be	mentored	under	the	expertise	of	an	experienced	faculty	who	have	years	of	practice	experience.	•	Because	the	nursing	school	is	part	of	the
Massachusetts	College	of	Pharmacy	and	Health	Sciences,	the	training	that	you	receive	integrates	interprofessional	collaborative	learning,	thereby	positioning	you	as	a	competent	member	of	a	healthcare	care	team.	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Adult-Gerontology	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	and	Psychiatric/Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner	When
considering	a	career	advancement	in	nursing,	entering	into	a	field	of	direct	patient	care	will	not	only	be	fulfilling	but	also	highly	remunerative.	At	Wilkes	University,	you	can	choose	from	several	RN-to-MSN	online	degree	programs,	including	family	health,	adult	gerontology	primary	care,	or	psychiatric	mental	health	care.	Regardless	of	the	choice	you
make,	you’ll	seamlessly	go	from	RN	to	MSN	within	as	little	as	36	months.	While	the	FNP	program	comprises	a	total	of	19	courses,	the	AGPCNP	program	consists	of	17	courses	and	if	you	opt	for	the	PMHNP	program,	you’ll	complete	a	total	of	18	courses.	Some	of	the	common	core	courses	you	take	strengthen	your	knowledge	in	advanced
pathophysiology,	advanced	pharmacology,	diagnostic	reasoning,	and	advanced	health	assessment.	Also,	you’ll	learn	about	the	health	perspectives	of	culturally	diverse,	rural,	and	underserved	populations.	In	addition	to	graduate	core	courses,	each	program	also	includes	bridge	courses	before	the	MSN	and	specialization-specific	courses.	To	gain
admission	into	either	of	these	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	you	must	have	an	associate	degree	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	In	addition,	your	RN	license	must	be	unencumbered.	The	school	also	requires	you	to	submit	a	current	resume	and	all	your	official	transcripts.	•	Being	a	military-friendly	school,	if	you	come	from	the	defense	background,	you	will
be	able	to	avail	several	financial	benefits.	•	These	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	boast	consistently	high	pass	rates	on	the	national	certification	exams.	•	At	Wilkes	University,	the	cost	of	education	is	not	only	affordable	but	is	also	of	high	quality.	Besides,	the	faculty	members	that	teach	you	are	distinguished	and	of	high	caliber.	Nursing	Leadership	in
Healthcare	Do	you	aspire	to	play	leadership	roles	in	healthcare	such	as	that	of	a	clinical	nurse	manager,	chief	nursing	officer,	director	of	nursing,	clinical	nurse	leader,	and	many	more	such	roles?	If	so,	then	you	are	in	the	right	place	as	Gonzaga	University’s	RN-to-MSN	online	program	can	be	an	excellent	option.	Through	this	program,	the	school
prepares	you	for	nursing	leadership	in	healthcare.	The	RN	to	MSN	curriculum	comprises	45	credits	and	on	average	requires	nine	semesters	to	complete.	Also,	as	part	of	your	training,	you’ll	complete	a	two-day	on-campus	immersion	where	you’ll	hone	your	clinical	skills.	While	the	bridge	courses	teach	you	about	nursing	research	and	community
health,	the	MSN	courses	train	you	in	healthcare	informatics,	data	management,	evidence-based	practice,	and	healthcare	quality	improvement.	You’ll	also	learn	about	the	business	of	healthcare	management,	healthcare	ethics,	and	nursing	leadership.	Gonzaga’s	online	RN-to-MSN	program	is	open	to	registered	nurses	who	hold	an	associate	degree	in
nursing.	Also,	you	must	possess	an	active	and	unencumbered	RN	license	in	the	U.S.	•	Gonzaga	University’s	online	RN	to	MSN	program	is	rooted	in	Jesuit	values	of	service	and	compassionate	care.	•	The	school	has	been	offering	high-quality	online	education	since	2004.	The	rich	experience	of	all	these	years	has	helped	refine	this	program,	thereby
helping	you	obtain	high-quality	RN	to	MSN	education.	•	In	addition	to	affordable	tuition	costs,	this	school	offers	several	scholarships	and	financial	aid	opportunities	to	further	help	cut	tuition	costs.	•	In	addition	to	immersions,	Gonzaga	also	offers	study	abroad	opportunities	to	further	enhance	your	professional	skills.	Nursing	Education,	Nursing
Leadership/Management	and	Population-Based	Care	Coordination	Preparing	you	for	three	highly	rewarding	careers,	Stevenson	University’s	accredited	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	prepare	you	for	roles	in	nursing	education,	nursing	leadership,	or	population-based	care	coordination,	depending	on	your	preferred	area.	If	you	choose	the	nursing
education	program,	you’ll	learn	about	curriculum	design	and	teaching	&	learning	strategies,	whereas	the	nursing	leadership	program	emphasizes	healthcare	finance,	quality	management	and	organizational	behavior	in	healthcare.	On	the	other	hand,	the	population-based	care	coordination	program,	makes	you	proficient	in	managerial	epidemiology	&
statistics,	solving	professional	&	legal	issues	in	population-based	care.	To	gain	admission,	you	must	foremost	have	a	current	RN	license.	In	addition,	you	must	have	an	accredited	RN	license	with	a	minimum	cumulative	GPA	of	3.0.	The	school	also	requires	you	to	submit	your	official	transcripts	ad	a	personal	statement.	•	Stevenson	University’s	online
RN-to-MSN	programs	are	counted	among	the	shortest	in	Maryland.	Besides,	with	six	start	dates,	you	can	start	your	studies	when	you	are	ready.	•	Regardless	of	the	RN	to	MSN	program	you	choose,	you’ll	graduate	without	breaking	the	bank	as	the	school	not	only	offers	affordable	tuition	costs	but	also	offers	generous	funding	options	that	are	exclusive
to	RN	to	MSN	students.	Moreover,	with	strong	partnerships	with	several	community	colleges,	hospitals	&	organizations,	if	you	are	a	transfer	student	or	employee,	you	can	further	avail	of	a	special	discount.	•	The	school	offers	individualized	attention	in	its	small-sized	virtual	classes.	Besides,	with	an	expert	faculty,	you’ll	be	able	to	make	the	most	of
your	learning	experience	over	here.	Family	Nurse	Practitioner	and	Leadership	&	Education	Northwest	Nazarene	University	offers	one	of	the	best	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	ID.	Here,	based	on	your	professional	goals	and	interests,	you	can	either	enroll	in	the	family	nurse	practitioner	or	the	leadership	&	education	program.	While	the	FNP
program	trains	you	to	provide	evidence-based	care	to	patients	in	a	variety	of	primary	care	settings,	the	leadership	&	education	program	prepares	you	for	two	fulfilling	roles	of	a	nurse	leader	and	nurse	educator.	Regardless	of	the	RN-to-MSN	online	program	you	choose,	your	curriculum	comprises	bridge	courses,	MSN	core	courses,	and	specialization-
specific	courses.	To	qualify	for	admission,	you	must	be	a	registered	nurse	with	an	unencumbered	RN	license	in	the	U.S.	In	addition,	you	must	have	at	least	an	accredited	ADN	or	nursing	diploma	with	or	without	a	non-nursing	bachleors	degree.	•	With	a	collective	experience	of	more	than	160	years,	Northwest	Nazarene	University’s	faculty	members
bring	a	rich	learning	experience	to	the	online	learning	classroom.	•	Your	RN	to	MSN	education	will	be	grounded	in	Christ-based	values	of	service	and	compassion.	•	You	will	study	in	a	virtual	class	as	part	of	a	cohort,	closely	interacting	with	other	like-minded	students	and	forging	strong	connections.	Nursing	Education	and	Nursing	Administration	If
you	are	shortlisting	the	well-known	accredited	RN-to-MSN	online	programs	in	NY,	then	you	must	certainly	add	Mercy	College’s	RN-to-MSN	programs	to	your	list.	With	two	programs,	you	can	choose	either	nursing	education	or	nursing	administration,	based	on	the	non-clinical	role	that	inspires	you.	The	nursing	education	program	equips	you	with	the
knowledge	and	skills	required	for	faculty	positions.	On	the	other	hand,	the	nursing	administration	program	trains	you	to	manage	the	complex	environment	of	a	healthcare	organization.	To	be	eligible	for	either	of	these	online	RN-to-MSN	programs,	you	must	have	an	ADN	and	a	non-nursing	bachelor's	degree.	Your	GPA	must	not	be	less	than	3.0.	Also,
you	are	required	to	carry	an	active	RN	license	in	the	U.S.	•	As	a	graduate	of	Mercy	College,	you	will	have	the	advantage	of	joining	the	large	alumni	network	of	more	than	64,000	graduates.	•	You	can	enroll	either	in	the	part-time	or	full-time	schedule,	based	on	your	preference.	•	You	can	earn	a	tuition	discount	of	15%,	provided	you	are	an	employee	of
any	of	Mercy’s	partner	hospitals	or	a	member	of	the	New	York	State	Nurses	Association.	Care	Coordinator,	Nurse	Executive,	Nursing	Informatics,	and	Nurse	Educator	If	you	are	keen	on	enhancing	your	nursing	knowledge	and	skills	then	completing	your	master's	education	is	the	way	forward.	Nebraska	Methodist	College	offers	some	of	the	best	RN-
to-MSN	online	programs	in	NE,	that	seamlessly	take	you	from	an	RN	to	a	master's	prepared	nurse	leader.	Here,	you	can	choose	from	four	program	options,	including	Care	Coordinator,	Nurse	Executive,	Nursing	Informatics,	or	Nurse	Educator.	Regardless	of	the	program	you	opt	for,	you	will	first	complete	bridge	courses,	including	nursing	assessment,
nursing	leadership,	population	health,	and	nursing	research	methods.	Thereafter,	you’ll	complete	the	MSN	core	and	courses	in	your	chosen	area	of	focus.	To	graduate,	you’ll	require	completing	a	total	of	54	credits.	To	apply	to	either	of	these	RN-to-MSN	online	programs,	you	must	have	an	associate	degree	with	a	GPA	of	at	least	2.5.	Also,	your	RN
license	must	be	active	and	unencumbered	in	the	U.S.	Besides,	the	school	requires	you	to	have	completed	a	list	of	prescribed	prerequisites.	•	The	nursing	school	has	a	rich	history	of	more	than	120	years	of	producing	competent	nursing	professionals.	•	To	help	you	cut	tuition	costs,	Nebraska	Methodist	nursing	school	offers	several	funding	options,
including,	financial	aid	opportunities,	scholarships,	grants,	loans,	and	employee	education	benefits.	•	Here,	because	the	faculty	members	are	highly	experienced,	they	bring	valuable	insights	to	the	virtual	classroom.	Administration,	Education	and	Nurse	Practitioner	(Family	Nurse	Practitioner	and	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Nurse	Practitioner)
Whether	you	aspire	to	a	leadership	role,	are	keen	on	influencing	future	nurses,	or	simply	want	to	enhance	patient	care,	at	Union	University,	you	can	obtain	proficiency	in	your	preferred	nursing	role.	Counted	among	the	best	online	RN-to-MSN	programs	in	TN,	here,	you	can	choose	from	four	program	options,	including	Administration,	Education,
Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	or	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Nurse.	Regardless	of	the	online	RN-to-MSN	degree	program	you	choose,	you’ll	first	complete	bridge	courses,	followed	by	core	and	your	chosen	program-specific	courses.	Some	of	the	common	courses	you	take	include	advanced	nursing	research	&	evidence-based	practice,	health	systems	&
nursing	leadership,	healthcare	informatics,	and	theory	&	ethics	for	advanced	nursing	practice.	If	you	choose	the	administration	program,	you’ll	master	resources	management,	organizational	behavior	&	leadership,	and	nursing	quality	management.	On	the	other	hand,	the	education	program	trains	you	in	curriculum	design,	educational	strategies,	and
educational	assessment	&	evaluation.	If	you	enroll	in	either	of	the	nurse	practitioner	programs,	you’ll	master	skills	in	evidence-based	care	and	management	of	healthcare	within	your	chosen	population	focus.	The	school	accepts	applications	throughout	the	year	because	of	its	rolling	application	process.	To	qualify,	you	must	have	an	associate's	or
diploma	in	nursing	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	3.0.	Also,	you	can	apply	with	a	non-nursing	bachelor's	degree	or	without	it.	Besides,	you	must	possess	an	active	and	unencumbered	RN	license	in	TN.	•	Here	you’ll	receive	Christ-centric,	people-focused	education	that	prepares	you	to	provide	holistic	patient	care	across	diverse	healthcare	settings.	•	Based	on
your	preference,	you	can	complete	your	chosen	RN-to-MSN	online	degree	program	either	on	a	part-time	or	full-time	basis.	•	The	small-sized	classes	provide	an	intimate	learning	environment	where	you	can	closely	interact	and	connect	with	your	peers	and	faculty.	•	Union	University	boasts	of	an	excellent	placement	rate,	having	almost	all	its	RN	to
MSN	graduates	find	suitable	placements	right	after	graduation.	VIEW	OUR	RANKING	METHODOLOGY	Obtaining	a	master’s	degree	in	nursing	can	advance	your	career	significantly.	As	noted	above,	the	majority	of	MSN	specializations	available	through	these	types	of	programs	tend	to	be	in	fields	like	nursing	informatics,	nursing	education,	and
nursing	leadership.	However,	if	you’re	interested	in	advanced	clinical	practice,	many	schools	offer	MSN-prepared	RNs	the	opportunity	to	enroll	in	certificate	programs	that	will	prepare	them	to	become	clinical	nurse	practitioners	in	one	year	or	less.	As	a	nursing	informatics	specialist,	you	can	work	in	healthcare	facilities	and	academic	institutions	or
be	employed	in	the	private	sector	as	a	clinical	analyst,	a	health	information	specialist,	or	a	systems	administrator.	Many	nurse	educators	work	as	clinical	instructors	in	hospital	settings,	updating	nurses	and	other	healthcare	workers	on	the	latest	techniques	and	protocols;	nurse	educators	also	work	as	instructors	in	nursing	schools.	Nurse	leaders
assume	nurse	management	jobs	in	hospitals,	clinics,	and	community	healthcare	facilities.	An	MSN	will	boost	your	earnings	significantly.	As	an	RN	with	no	graduate	degree,	your	average	hourly	wage	is	$30	an	hour	or	$64,751	a	year,	but	as	an	RN	with	an	MSN,	you’ll	make	$45.19	an	hour,	which	works	out	to	$7,830	a	month	or	$94,000	annually.	An
MSN	can	raise	your	earning	capacity	by	more	than	46	percent.	Per	Hour	$45.19	Per	Month	$7,830	Per	Year	$94,000	(Source:	payscale.com)	Once	you’ve	graduated	with	an	MSN,	affiliation	with	the	following	organizations	can	provide	you	with	networking	and	professional	education	opportunities:	The	American	Association	of	Nurse	Practitioners
(AANP)	is	the	premier	advocacy	organization	in	the	U.S.	for	advanced	practice	nurses.	The	American	College	of	Nurse-Midwives	(ACNM)	represents	sets	practice	standards	for	certified	midwives	and	certified	nurse	midwives	in	the	U.S.	The	American	Nurses	Association	(ANA)	is	the	preeminent	organization	for	professional	nurses	in	the	U.S.	Its
subsidiary	branch,	American	Nurses	Credentialing	Center,	determines	the	credentialing	requirements	for	various	nursing	specialties.	Nurses	who	work	in	pre-anesthesia	care,	post-anesthesia	care,	ambulatory	surgery,	and	pain	management	are	represented	by	the	American	Society	of	PeriAnesthesia	Nurses	(ASPAN).	The	American	Nursing
Informatics	Association	(ANIA)	supports	the	professional	interests	of	individual	nurses	and	corporations	who	work	with	healthcare	data.	If	you’re	a	registered	nurse	who’s	graduated	from	a	two-year	program,	why	go	back	to	school	to	earn	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	nursing	when	you	could	earn	a	master’s	degree	in	nursing	in	the	same	amount	of	time?
Enrolling	in	one	of	the	best	online	RN	to	MSN	programs	will	open	the	door	to	a	variety	of	professional	specializations	that	can	help	ensure	you	keep	growing	professionally.	The	more	courses	you	can	transfer	over	from	an	accredited	school,	the	fewer	courses	you’ll	be	required	to	take	as	part	of	your	graduate	school	studies.	RN-to-MSN	program
prerequisites	typically	include	classes	in	statistics,	nutrition,	psychology,	literature,	and	communication.	The	two	agencies	that	accredit	nursing	programs	in	the	U.S.	on	a	national	basis	are	the	Accreditation	Commission	for	Education	in	Nursing	(ACEN)	and	the	Commission	on	Collegiate	Nursing	Education	(CCNE),	but	a	number	of	agencies	like	the
New	England	Commission	of	Higher	Education	and	the	Southern	Association	of	Colleges	and	Schools	Commission	on	Colleges	offer	what’s	known	as	regional	nursing	accreditation.	Many	two-year	nursing	associate	degree	programs	have	some	sort	of	regional	accreditation	but	most	hospital	diploma	programs	do	not.	Transferability	of	credits	is	a
major	hurdle	for	RNs	educated	in	either	of	those	two	venues	who	are	seeking	to	continue	their	education.	Research	the	transfer	policies	at	the	schools	to	which	you’re	interested	in	applying	very	carefully.	The	truth	is	your	RN	to	MSN	program	may	not	accept	either	your	degree	or	your	credits	if	the	program	you	went	to	was	not	nationally	accredited.
If	they	accept	your	degree	but	not	your	credits,	you	may	be	able	to	take	your	prerequisites	over	at	an	accredited	school.	If	they	won’t	accept	your	degree,	though,	you	should	not	apply	to	an	RN	to	MSN	program	because	you	probably	won’t	be	accepted.	Chances	are	you	will	have	to	begin	your	nursing	education	again	from	scratch.	Professional
experience	is	an	important	part	of	any	RN	to	MSN	program	application.	Essentially,	these	programs	are	designed	to	let	you	cut	to	the	front	of	the	line,	and	the	application	committee	wants	to	make	sure	you	have	the	right	chops	to	do	that.	Experience	that’s	closely	related	to	the	field	you’re	hoping	to	specialize	in	will	make	you	more	competitive.
Graduates	of	two-year	programs	who	don’t	have	work	experience	should	consider	applying	to	a	traditional	BSN	program.	Many	online	graduate	nursing	programs	do	not	require	the	Graduate	Record	Examination	(GRE).	Check	the	requirements	of	the	schools	you’re	interested	in	applying	to	carefully.	If	your	school	does	require	GRE	test	scores,
consider	taking	a	GRE	prep	class.	The	clinical	rotation	requirement	varies	among	online	RN	to	MSN	programs.	Some	schools	will	allow	you	to	apply	the	clinical	rotations	you	already	did	in	your	basic	nursing	program	to	these	requirements	while	others	may	let	you	use	the	time	you’re	spent	working	at	a	nursing	job.	When	additional	clinical	hours	are
required,	in	most	cases,	your	school	will	allow	you	to	perform	them	at	a	hospital	or	clinic	that	is	close	to	where	you	live.	This	varies	according	to	the	RN	to	MSN	program.	Some	schools	will	bypass	the	BSN	degree	altogether	while	others	will	award	it	either	at	the	time	you’ve	completed	the	equivalent	of	your	online	BSN	studies	or	at	the	same	time	you
receive	your	MSN	degree.	Pattie	Trumble,	MPP,	MPH	Pattie	Trumble	is	a	nurse	who	worked	in	both	California	and	New	York	for	many	years	as	an	emergency	room	nurse.	She	holds	a	Bachelor’s	Degree	in	Economics	from	the	University	of	California,	Berkeley,	and	an	Associate	Degree	in	Nursing	from	the	Samuel	Merritt	Hospital	School	of	Nursing.
After	10	years	of	providing	direct	care,	she	went	back	to	school	and	earned	concurrent	Master’s	degrees	in	both	public	policy	and	public	health	from	the	University	of	California,	Berkeley.	Thereafter,	she	worked	for	various	public	health	agencies	in	California	at	both	the	community	and	state	levels	providing	economic	and	legislative	analysis.	If	you’re
looking	to	further	your	education	or	advance	your	career	with	a	master’s	degree	in	nursing	(MSN),	chances	are,	you’re	probably	curious	if	an	online	degree	could	be	right	for	you.	Online	MSN	degrees	have	a	lot	of	advantages	for	nurses	today	because	they	allow	you	to	have	the	flexibility	to	pursue	the	degree	while	keeping	up	with	your	busy	schedule
and,	well,	life.	There	are	even	as	short	as	1-year	online	MSN	programs	available,	so	you	can	complete	your	degree	as	fast	as	possible.		As	the	leading	educational	website	for	nurses	by	nurses,	Nurse.org	is	committed	to	editorial	integrity	and	data-driven	analysis.	We	independently	research	schools	and	programs	for	nurses	and	strive	to	write
recommendations	that	genuinely	reflect	our	true	opinion	of	the	product	or	service.	Where	relevant,	our	recommendations	may	incorporate	feedback	from	500,000+	nurses	in	our	social	communities.	✔	Evaluated	1,100+	accredited	nursing	school	programs	using	the	latest	U.S.	government	data	sets.	Learn	more	about	our	ranking	methodology.		✔
Content	written	by	80+	licensed,	practicing	nurses	who	are	experts	in	their	respective	specialties.	Learn	more	about	our	nurse	contributors.	✔	Connected	1,500,000+	nurses	to	educational	programs	since	2020.	MSN	programs	can	vary	widely	in	cost,	ranging	from	$18,000	and	$57,000	in	total	tuition,	according	to	U.S.	News	and	World	Report,	with
the	median	between	that	range	coming	in	at	$37,500.		We	know	how	hard	it	can	be	to	track	down	tuition	information,	let	alone	compare	costs	between	programs	since	everyone	lists	tuition	costs	a	little	bit	differently.	To	make	it	easy	to	compare	tuition	between	MSN	programs,	we've	calculated	the	total	program	cost	for	you	by	multiplying	the
programs	cost	per	credit,	as	listed	on	each	school's	website,	by	the	total	number	of	credits	needed	for	the	course.	Because	of	this,	total	program	amounts	are	approximate	and	may	not	be	exact.		To	help	guide	your	decision,	here	are	the	top	10	accredited	online	master's	degree	in	nursing	programs	that	can	get	you	your	degree	as	affordably	and
quickly	as	possible.	School	Nurse.org	Total	Tuition	Estimate**	Nurse.org	Tution	Est.	vs.	Avg.	MSN	Program	Cost	Program	Length	1.	Georgia	College	&	State	University	$8,910	-76%	22	credit	hours	2.	Fort	Hays	State	University	$12,190	-67%	36	credit	hours	3.	Baker	University	$15,360	-59%	32	credit	hours	4.	Denver	College	of	Nursing	$17,192	-54%
56	credit	hours	5.	University	of	Texas-Tyler	In-State:	$18,540Out-of-State:	$36,108	In-State:	-51%Out-of-State:	-3%	36	credit	hours	6.	Liberty	University	$20,340	-46%	36	credit	hours	7.	Troy	University	In-State:	$22,325Out-of-State:	$44,650	In-State:	-40%Out-of-State:	+20%	47	credit	hours	8.	The	University	of	Alabama	$23,320	-38%	9.	Briar	Cliff
University	$31,640	-16%	10.	University	of	Arizona	$36,855	-2%	35	credit	hours	**Total	program	tuition	is	calculated	by	multiplying	the	programs	cost	per	credit	by	the	total	number	of	credits	needed	for	the	course,	as	reported	by	the	university	website.	Because	of	this,	total	program	amounts	are	approximate	and	may	not	be	exact.		1.	Georgia	College
&	State	University		Total	Tuition	Est.:	$8,910	Accreditation:	CCNE	Length	of	program:	22	credit	hours	Contact	Information:	(478)	445-1076	On	Campus	Requirement:	Yes	Website	Students	enrolled	in	either	the	FNP,	PMHNP,	WHNP,	or	Nurse	Educator	programs	are	required	to	attend	a	45-hour	hands-on	intensive	clinical	lab	immersion	on	the
Milledgeville	campus.	While	the	didactic	portions	of	the	coursework	are	online,	students	are	also	required	to	complete	in-person	clinicals.	Unlike	other	programs,	Georgia	College	requires	that	all	clinical	hours	must	be	completed	in	Georgia	with	an	approved	preceptor.	This	may	make	the	programs	unrealistic	for	out-of-state	students	unless	they	are
willing	to	relocate.		2.	Fort	Hays	State	University	Total	Tuition	Est.:	$12,190	Program	Length:	36	credit	hours	Accreditation:	CCNE	Application	Deadline:	February	1	for	the	summer,	July	1	for	the	fall	semester,	and	October	1	for	the	spring	semester	Contact	Information:	Phone	Number:	(785)	628-4256	Email	Address:	nurs.aps@fhsu.edu	On-Campus
Requirement:	In-person	clinical	requirement	Website	Fort	Hays	State	University	offers	two	MSN	degrees:	Nurse	Administration	and	Nursing	Education.	Fort	Hays	works	with	clinical	sites	across	the	country	to	accommodate	out-of-state	students	and	notes	that	if	an	acceptable	site	can	not	be	found	in	your	area,	a	site	will	be	made	available	to	you	on
their	campus.	However,	it’s	recommended	that	you	work	with	a	preceptor	well	in	advance	to	ensure	that	you	can	find	acceptable	clinical	site	approval	before	enrolling.		Additionally,	the	program	does	not	accept	students	from	Tennessee,	Utah,	Alabama,	or	Washington	based	on	licensing	restrictions.		3.	Baker	University		Total	Tuition	Est.:	$15,360
Accreditation:	CCNE	Length	of	program:	32	credit	hours	Contact	Information:		Phone	Number:	(913)	270-1307	Email	Address:	graduate.nursing@bakerU.edu	On	Campus	Requirement:	No	Website	Baker	University	offers	two	MSN	tracks	for	eligible	students:	Nursing	Education	and	Nursing	Administration.	Classes	start	in	January,	June,	and	August
with	the	ability	to	finish	coursework	quickly,	with	Baker’s	accelerated	courses.	4.	Denver	College	of	Nursing	Total	Tuition	Est.:	$17,192	Accreditation:	CCNE	Length	of	program:	56	credit	hours	Contact	Information:		Phone	Number:	(800)	600-6604	Email	Address:	dsnonline@denvercollegeofnursing.edu	On	Campus	Requirement:	No	Website	The	MSN
program	at	Denver	College	of	Nursing	is	56	quarter	credits	and	can	be	completed	entirely	online	in	as	little	as	15	months.	Making	this	program	not	only	one	of	the	most	affordable	online	MSN	programs	available	but	also	the	fastest.	Students	must	have	a	minimum	of	one	year	of	bedside	nursing	experience	before	applying	to	the	MSN	program.		5.
University	of	Texas-Tyler	Total	Tuition	Est.:	$18,540	for	in-state,	$36,108	for	out-of-state	Accreditation:	CCNE	Application	Deadline:	Rolling	Length	of	program:	36	credit	hours	Contact	Information:		Phone	Number:	(903)	566-7457	Email	Address:	nursing-graduate@uttyler.edu	On-Campus	Requirement:	Two	on-campus	sessions	and	in-person	clinical
requirement	Website	UT-Tyler	boasts	several	low-cost	MSN	programs	with	lower	credit	requirements,	allowing	students	to	finish	quickly.	Known	for	hosting	one	of	the	best	PMHNP	programs	in	Texas,	the	university	also	offers	several	online	MSN	tracks.	These	degrees	include	an	MSN	in	Nursing	Administration,	Nursing	Education,	a	Web-Enhanced
NP,	and	an	MSN-MBA.		Although	the	NP	program	coursework	is	online,	students	must	complete	25	on-campus	clinical	hours	one	to	two	days	a	semester.	Remember	that	students	in	this	program	must	hold	a	Texas	RN	license	because	they	cannot	complete	clinicals	outside	the	state.	The	other	degree	tracks,	however,	are	entirely	online.		6.	Liberty
University	Total	Tuition	Est.:	$20,340	Accreditation:	CCNE	Length	of	program:	36	credit	hours	Contact	Information:	(800)	424-9595	On	Campus	Requirement:	No	Website*	The	program	at	Liberty	University	is	100%	online	and	offers	working	professionals	the	opportunity	to	complete	an	advanced	degree	with	flexibility	and	at	a	very	affordable	tuition.
Courses	are	8	weeks	in	length,	and	students	can	transfer	up	to	50%	of	the	total	credits	for	the	degree	from	another	accredited	institution.	>>	Explore	Liberty's	Online	MSN	Programs*	7.	Troy	University		Total	Tuition	Est.:	$22,325	for	in-state,	$44,650	for	out-of-state	Application	Deadline:	Spring:	November	1st	Summer:	May	1st	Fall:	July	1st
Accreditation:	Accreditation	Commission	for	Education	in	Nursing	(ACEN)		Length	of	program:	47	credit	hours	Contact	Information:	(800)	414-5756	On	Campus	Requirement:	No	Website	With	three	possible	start	dates,	students	have	plenty	of	options	at	Troy	University.	The	MSN	program	prepares	nurses	for	advanced	practice	roles	in	Healthcare
Informatics,	Nursing	Leadership,	or	as	a	Family	Nurse	Practitioner.	While	the	programs	are	all	offered	online,	the	faculty	is	based	at	the	Troy,	Montgomery,	Dothan,	and	Phenix	City	campuses	in	Alabama.	8.	The	University	of	Alabama		Total	Tuition	Est.:	$23,320	Accreditation:	CCNE	Length	of	program:	53-79	credit	hours	Contact	Information:		Phone
Number:	(205)	348-5921	Email	Address:	gradschool@ua.edu	On-Campus	Requirement:	Two	on-campus	sessions	and	in-person	clinical	requirement	Website	The	University	of	Alabama	offers	some	of	the	most	affordable	online	MSN	programs	nationwide.	Students	can	choose	between	Nurse	Administrator,	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	Psychiatric	Mental
Health	Nurse	Practitioner,	and	Dual	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	and	Family	Nurse	Practitioner	concentrations.		The	programs	are	available	100%	online,	with	clinical	sites	chosen	by	you	and	two	on-campus	sessions	that	must	be	completed	throughout	the	study.		Although	the	program	is	designed	for	a	BSN-prepared	nurse,	they	do	offer	an	RN	to	BSN
program	with	a	pathway	to	the	MSN	program	if	you	meet	the	requirements.	9.	Briar	Cliff	University	Total	Tuition	Est.:	$31,640	Accreditation:	CCNE		Length	of	program:	56.5	credit	hours	Contact	Information:	(712)	279-5200	On-Campus	Requirement:	Six-day	on-campus	session	and	in-person	clinical	requirement	Website	Briar	Cliff	comes	in	at	one	of
the	cheapest	online	MSN-NP	programs	with	a	variety	of	advanced	track	specialties--students	can	choose	to	specialize	as	a	Family	Nurse	Practitioner,	an	Adult/Gerontology	Primary	Care	Nurse	Practitioner,	or	a	Psychiatric	Mental	Health	Care	Practitioner.		This	program	allows	you	to	choose	a	clinical	site	near	your	home	area	for	the	600	required
practicum	hours.	However,	all	students	must	attend	a	six-day	seminar.	Additional	requirements	to	enroll	include	that	you	must	have	an	RN	license	that	is	valid	in	Iowa	and	you	must	have	the	ability	to	demonstrate	with	a	letter	from	your	employer	that	you	have	worked	at	least	2,000	hours	as	an	RN	within	the	last	two	years	to	be	eligible	to	apply.		10.
University	of	Arizona	Total	Tuition	Est.:	$36,855	Accreditation:	CCNE	Length	of	program:	35	credit	hours	Contact	Information:		Phone	Number:	(520)	621-0898	Email	Address:	heidim@arizona.edu	On-Campus	Requirement:	In-person	clinical	requirement	Website	The	University	of	Arizona	offers	one	of	the	fastest	and	cheapest	available	MSN
programs,	allowing	you	to	earn	an	MSN	in	Nursing	Clinical	Systems	Leadership	completely	online	in	as	little	as	13	months.	The	program	offers	two	pathways:	RN-MS	(for	students	with	a	BSN):	13	months	RN-MS	(for	students	with	an	ADN):	24	months	The	ADN	track	does	take	longer	to	complete	and	costs	more	money	due	to	the	increase	in	the
number	of	credit	hours.		The	actual	coursework	for	a	BSN-prepared	nurse	is	eight	7-week	courses,	with	a	capstone	project	that	will	take	an	additional	semester.		Since	this	program	has	the	advantage	of	being	made	up	of	7-week-long	courses,	admission	rotates	every	five	months,	allowing	students	three	opportunities	per	year	to	enroll.	To	be	eligible
for	admission,	you	must	have	a	BSN	or	ADN	and	have	passed	a	3-credit,	college-level	statistics	class	within	the	last	five	years,	test	out,	or	take	the	class	at	the	start	of	the	program.	1-year	online	MSN	programs,	often	referred	to	as	accelerated	MSN	programs,	are	fast-paced	MSN	programs	that	are	great	for	the	highly	motivated	nurse.	While	some	find
one-year	programs	questionable	because	of	their	fast	completion	timelines,	in	reality,	they	are	just	a	great	and	quick	option	for	many	nurses.	As	long	as	the	program	is	fully	accredited,	there	is	no	difference	in	program	quality.	Some	advantages	include,	Fast-paced	Save	money/cheaper	Ability	to	earn	a	higher	salary	quicker	Ability	to	get	an	advanced
practice	position	quicker	In	short,	accelerated	MSN	programs	are	ideal	for	working	nurses	who	need	to	balance	their	current	careers	as	well	as	other	personal	obligations.	Despite	the	advantages	of	an	online	MSN	program,	it	can	take	time	to	wade	through	the	many	different	available	options.	It’s	important	to	look	carefully	at	any	program	before
applying	because	many	advertised	online	programs	either	require	some	kind	of	on-campus	participation	or	have	restrictions	on	eligibility	based	on	where	you	live.	>>	Related:	Online	MSN	Programs	Without	Clinicals	In-Person	Requirements	Even	online	MSN	programs	have	in-person	clinical	requirements.	Some	of	these	programs	require	campus
visits,	while	others	require	that	students	find	preceptors	in	their	areas.	These	requirements	may	alter	your	ability	to	attend	depending	on	your	flexibility,	so	it's	vital	to	understand	them	before	starting	your	MSN	program.	Program	Accreditation	The	most	important	thing	to	consider	before	choosing	an	online	MSN	program	is	accreditation.	Currently,
two	accrediting	bodies	approve	nursing	programs	in	the	US:	the	Accreditation	Commission	for	Education	in	Nursing	(ACEN)	and	the	Commission	on	Collegiate	Nursing	Education	(CCNE)	The	purpose	of	accreditation	is	to	focus	on	the	same	standards	and	criteria	across	all	nursing	programs.	This	ensures	that	there	is	some	level	of	sameness	within
the	programs.	Acceptance	Rates	The	easiest	MSN	online	programs	have	high	acceptance	rates,	lower	standards	of	entry,	and	ACEN	or	CCNE	accreditation.	This	balance	helps	MSN	students	achieve	their	goals	at	quality	institutions	without	too	much	competition.	Programs	with	high	acceptance	rates	create	qualified	individuals	ready	to	serve	as
APRNs	or	educators	and	fill	necessary	positions	in	the	ongoing	nursing	shortage.	The	courses	required	for	an	online	MSN	program	will	vary	depending	on	the	concentration.	Concentrations	vary	depending	on	your	overall	interests	and	career	goals.	Coursework	The	coursework	required	during	an	online	MSN	program	will	vary	depending	on	the
concentration.	However,	there	will	be	some	overlap.	You	can	expect	to	take	courses	focused	on,	Research	Ethics	Pharmacology	Health	assessment	Public	health	Pathophysiology	Nursing	Practice	MSN	Students	focusing	on	education	will	take	courses	focused	on	teaching,	and	understanding	the	fundamentals	of	teaching.	On	the	other	hand,
administrative	MSN	students	will	have	to	take	courses	in	management,	leadership,	and	finance.	The	majority	of	online	MSN	programs	will	require	an	in-person	clinical;	however,	it	will	depend	on	the	specific	program	and	concentration.	Concentrations	Nurse	Practitioner	(NP)	Family	Pediatric	Adult-Gerontology	Neonatal	Women’s	Health	Psychiatric
Administration	Education	Informatics	Clinical	Nurse	Specialist	(CNS)	Family	Pediatric	Adult-Gerontology	Neonatal	Women’s	Health	Psychiatric	Certified	Registered	Nurse	Anesthetist	(CRNA)	Administration	Skills	Required	Online	MSN	programs	require	dedication	and	commitment	because	the	majority,	if	not	all,	of	the	program	is	entirely	online.
Tuition	The	cost	of	an	online	MSN	program	will	also	vary.	Some	factors	include	if	the	university	is	public	or	private,	concentration,	and	length	of	commitment	time.	A	CRNA	program	will	typically	cost	significantly	more	than	an	MSN	in	nursing	education.	You	can	expect	to	spend	roughly	$35,000	to	over	$100,000	for	an	online	MSN	degree.	Admission
requirements	vary	depending	on	the	online	MSN	program.	However,	all	MSN	programs	have	similar	requirements	such	as,	A	bachelor’s	degree	in	nursing	(BSN)	from	an	accredited	university	Current,	unrestricted	nursing	(RN)	license	Professional	letters	of	recommendation	Current	resume	or	CV	GRE	score	(if	applicable)	Statement	of	intent	Personal



interview	Test	of	English	as	a	Foreign	Language	(TOEFL)	score	*Indicates	an	affiliate	link.	At	no	additional	cost	to	you,	Nurse.org	may	earn	a	commission	if	you	click	through	and	use	this	service.	MSN


